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N Bookes of the Famous, 
learned, and eloquent man Lie. 


ronimus Oſorius, contayninge 4 
diſcourſe of Ciuill, and Chzi⸗ 
ſtian Nobilitie. 
A WORKE NO LESS E 
pleaſaunt then profitable for all, but 
efpeciallye the noble Gentlemen o 


England, to vievv theic liues, their 
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Tranſlated out of Latme into Engliſhe by 
VVilliam Blandie late of the Vniuerſitie 


| 
of Oxeford, and novy fcllovy of the middle 
Temple in Londoſi. 
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noural Need eee Dud- | 8 


Her the Horſe to the Quernes Maieſtie, Knights 
of the noble order of the Garter, highe Chauncelour 


Q ofthe Uniuerſitye of Dxefozde,andoneof ber bigh» · 


ver moſt Honourable privie Connſell : film 
Blandie wiſheth perfic health wyth in · 
creaſe of honour. " 


oy ſufficient teſti- | 
monie (right noble Earle) that * 
= many baue bene for their mani- = 
== folde giſtes, and noble vertues | 
yigbt worthily comended: to po- q 
Reeritie: Some, for that they were the fir ft inuen- 4 
tours and finders out of Artes and dciences: ſume, ; 

for that theyordayned good Lawes & Rlatates, 1 
for the reftrayning the? vnbridled deft ersof men, . 
and the abandoning all barbarous crueltie:ſome, 
for their magnificence hountie, & frante nature - 1 
ſome for their inuincible minde, eæcteding greate | 
proweſſe piiſSaunce,g-magnanimitie how 
much prayſe,how great honour & renowne hath | - 

bene mall well gonerned commonwealthesginen 1 
to fuch as haue bene patrones of Infticenanteya : 
43 nours 


| 


s < The Epiſtle Ar 
ours oflearninge ; dęfendouss 'of cgut hand ſo- 
neiie For why the fameof many wert vg 
the credite andeflimation of learning the lone & 
J Honour due vnto vertue it ſelfe and Gdlines has 
1 Iq ere this time hen vtterſ put outen rait n 
wil y their cinders, had not the purroniꝶgv of Prin. 
ces hropt vp their pain full labourꝭ, had not ſome 
vnmou cable and call roche betne a ſure defence 
and bullwarke of liberall Artes, had not the gra- 
cions countenaunce of mo5te:worthye and noble 
men puſsauntlye repelled the force and rage of 
impietie. In like maner the fames of mightie 
Kuges had died and beene intumbed wyth they r 
bodyes, the very Crownes & Scepters of the moſt 
| famous and noble Monarches had been ruitie & 
+ | warpte wyth obliuion, had not learned men Gl! 
ding curteous acceptaunce tolabours full of peril) 
celebrated and painted foorth their memorable © | 
actes and noble enterprices. So that it may ap- 
feare moite manifeite that neitber Princes maye. 
liuue cleare and knowen to poſteritie wythontethe. 
tenne and helping hande of learneds Arte: n. 
ther men excelling in learning; woulde be ther 
in tyfe reputed or ſpoken of. ® 4 er death;withonte. 


the countenaunce, defence, and patronage of no-. 


4 bd © blePeeres, V/Pherfore ſithnoſmallprayſe hath 


been 


5 
| Nadicatorie. "HEY | 
beene giuen in all ages to patrones of learninge, 
and alſo wheras learned men haut yelded to their 
Hat rones ſuch dutie and obſeruaunce as might bee 4 
required at their bandes: Ido as litle doubt, that ö 
your honour will refuſe to entertaine Oſorins bo 94 


| wonld become familiar yt h vs Engliſbe men, as 
| it is moſt tertaint that this Getlema for his part 1 5 5 
in theſe his bookes of Nobilitie hath moſt hightye | 
commended you. For thonghe Oforins do treute 
| Nee opener e e ada 
| the Greekes terme it ua i texio bee feemetb to dan 
| ſeribethe worthines of your excellent nature und. | 
noble minde. . Soaltboughe there is no doubt but, * 
ae mhlont needs Patrenee of bum, | 
| yet he in this kinde of argumente being very pres 
| ciſeandmaking as it were great choiſe of the ex- 
1 cellencie and ſurpaſsnge elearenes of many noble 
natures, ſeemeth to reite in your mort hines, and 
'\ therfore coneteth greatly tocreepe vnder the bas 
ner of your protection. And verelyit were an 
Þnſeemelythinge; that wheras Oſorius is in Por- 
tugale highely pricedyn all Spaine prayſed, in Ger 
manie generally commended,m Italy honourably 
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reported of that he arriuing in Englande(the in- | 
habitaunts wherof beinge ofall other Nations e- : 
ſpecially prayſed for their ſingular humanitie C FRE, 
ei * wwe Tt By EP R 
Nr | 3 „ 2 
* ; E. | , 4 | 


"Ft . great curteſi char he (l ſ arriving red 


countrye, and turned as it were oute of his coate, 


q - ſhoulde maiterleſse gad abroade,and not be hare 
„ boured by [ome noble 3 and efpecially of 
67 ſuch of whom 'vudoubtedly be hath well dęſerued. 


VVithwhichſtame en e o gentle G no⸗ 


be ble nature ih blemifhel yu a thoſe which 
th - are placed inthe topprof honour aignitie. 2 
. This being ſo, Lnoſt 4300 cYaue-df your Honbur ; 
{at that not onely Oforins himſelfe 2 e fakes. © 
15 mae be welcome vt yu, but alſo h gude con- 
148 duftonr, 1 pretqur, b bath if not trims | 

11 ly,yet truly, i nor neo fall 
7 ; his learned and g raue inuentions VV bic ' 
1 of ſafe conduct. ſith it is happened vnto mee, 22 | 
=: in our mother tongue moſt humbly recommend | 
it vnto your Honour ſo well ny ohorgh as my ſelfe: 
| hoping that as meſßengers of euill tidin Fart e. | 
7 Mi | enſable, ſo hee thathappely e hte uny 
11 | fecrue and tyden treaſure zmaye actoramglybe | 

«well intreated., Wi pherie the vi ge, 
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| Dum ſua Romano 


Anpla quidem ſunt hacverepreconia laudis 


& : * S % * 


uam ſimul interpres, quam ſimul au chor habet. 


Si tamen in veris,fas eft mihi dicere verum, 


Interpres veræ plus prope laudis habet. 


Author vt inuentum, ſi liberu verba tenebat, 


Arbitry interpres non erat iþſe ſui. 


Eiuſdem 
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212) al pibnveftbeigtzi idol 
Multi ſant apinus, quibus,trichaſq,: 1 1 
Et nugas, volupe eit, meraciores - - 


Omni ſeribere temporis minuto. 
Hinc et cernere, tot librariorum 


Plenas vndig, Jerper officinas 


Chartis , non obolo, 


Illas vix foricis ſuis libenter 


Quiſquis munditiem appetit, receptet. 


Vix thure inititor ornet, atq; ſcombr is, 


Tanta ſpurcitie foot tort. 


At mult o melius ſuo5labores* ©" |. © 
Blandeius modo nofer elocauit, 


Rem ſcitu ſatis arduam,ſatiſq, 
* i EN 


Qu prope R 8 omnes, 
dat monumenta ſiylo: 
Tamprope te vicit nuper Blandeins Qſeri, IP 
Dum tua de Latys ſeripta Britannafactt. . - 


by 


nec aſſe dignis, 
Nec flocco, aut nuce putrida æſtimandis. 
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- Scribens:Nobilitas quid? unde?*qualis? 


ues authoribus orta? quos recuſet? 
Per quos culta? quibuſq, debeatur: 
Perfcite duplici docens libello. 

Vis plura? inuenies ſatis diſertum, 

Et qua laus fuerit perennss )illi 
Hit, quem tranſtulit eſſe conparandum. 
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| Leonardus Louelaceus. 


* 


A Rdua in excelſi defixa cacumine montis 
-; Nobilitas, radijs,vndig clara ſuis, 


Aurea, inauratos attollit in alta capillos: 


Foemina de toto corpore, fronte Dea. 
Spirant mortales habitus & pectora, partes: 

Vires diumas, frons animuſtz docent. > _ 
Diuinis igitur, bene qui mortalia iungit, 

Et diſiuncta vno corpore iunRa facit, - 
Hunc recolas, huius ſacrata volumina voluas, 

Nobilitare ſolet Nobilitatis opus. 


| |; Tantos Blandæi tu Lector blande labores 


Accipe, ſint loculis ſcrinia ſacra tuis. 


1 oannes Bunernike, | 


FT merits Blandze nos, read dons, liells 
Qui i reſerant verx nobilicatis Ker, log el, 
ven egregio Comiti, cui tempus in omne F 5 bs, - 855 
Debetur verg Nobilitaichonos.* * 3 
Materia ille tui eſt operis Comesinchyravll 


Cui ſemper cordi. Pegaſis radg-fuir. | - 
Et ſibi ſic animos deuineit amabilis omnes, 


Temporis vt noſtri jure vocetur honos. 
Perpetuos igitur n th 

Poſſis, & tua 

Non video a pro Ent ſecula;riues. $247 or 
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Richardus VVarnefordus. 9 5 


On dubito Oſorij FA N robilitats libellss 1 . in 

Tam bene materno qui facis oreleni: Px 
uin Blandee ſuo te afflauit numine Fey." . 
Nobilttas; gs -e e 83 


— K . Kt 


2 
? WN 


Ioannis VV 


E Wesen e neblerina bore T 
4 Obſcuret, non eſt blittea yena tibi: 7945 


dd 8 3] ee wank ** 
All JD ITN M. c Ne 5. un 


atta ſolet fatuas . —— 2 
Blandæi blandum 52 3 E 
F / FI 


= _—_ 
— —ä—m—ͤ — 
= 


4 1. 55 


gen 
hee 


at + 
> ; 
TM 
. 7 6 
Y (461 (a 
Ae h 


2 

2 

n 
6 


. 


Ne 
2 — 
* 25 


+ © 
| vil YA SD N 
J I 
e 


F 
YA * 
4 
941 . 
565 
12 i : - _ 
2%” 3» 5 9 ky 
=S.* 
* % » 
77 Y 
4 = <., 
1. 
1 


22 60 
ing lelend her 2 


Fr, | V 
+; S 
BY BD 


Derborum phaleris, P 


8 cripta Latina doc et werba Brit auna laqui. 11191d{) 
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Thomas Newtonus. 


| FR 7 
MA. ef Nobihbid lenreſſt parentibas ortumy 
E ftudys mains ſtemma 2 fit. a 
Maxima ſed pietal & vera mſignia landis = 
Uendicat haud vna concelebranda cheh. 
Qui tribus his claret titulis ger maximns alle, 
Ter merito felix ger venerandus erit. 
Percitus eAonio facund;u Oſorius aſtro, 
Hec panxit, calami dexteritate ſui. 
Dinite quem Vena Glancopis Athena beanit, a; 
Quiq; ardet Clary torus amore chori. $a 


Quem inga Parnaſſi lambentia vertice fellas, 


Quem capit alati fons pede fattus equi, 
Grandiſono cuins ſplendent monumenta cothurno, 
Præcipuumq; tenent 4 Cicerone locum. 


Cuius voce loquicnpinnt fi voce latina 


Quicquam efferre velint, ipſa Heliconiadei. 
Quo tellus tanto Luſitanica iactat alumno, 


Qui Tarteſſaco condecuratur Agro. 


Romulidis ,Gallis,Geymanis, notuſ & Auglir, 


Pannonys, Dacis,atq, Caledonys. 
2 v berrimut, omnes 
e/Equiparat veteres,exuperatg, nouos. 
Nec ſapit ob ſcurum genus a — 4 
Sermo ſuns, ſul n do A Hl... 


Ile, ille eft noſtri Phenix & Tulluut aui, 


e Alpha diſertorum dicier ille potefl. | 
Numine Blandaus Phabed toncitns;hnins :'* | 


m J 
Perſpicus, nitidè, ſuecinctè & Apolime digne, 
Cunctaq; plectro agili & blandiſonumte tuba. 
Cuius melliſlua celabratur O ſoriumartr, 
Namg, etiam hung fone Dina Minerua fm: | 
Vinite vierg, igitur falices pergitepluret 
Omme tam fauſto ſcribere vierg,libror. 


Thomas Newton, 


. 


. -VVillamFoſters | 11) 


\ mannes els,but Cxfars coutd ©xfars deedes inditet 
A S nomamnen eight wetenur'0 ran ee 
So no "ran but of noble p2ice, Nobilities actes mut ner : 
ſozt of creeping w 
that Blandie d 
of greater birth, that 
(as I 


lobe what he 
ſuppoſe) 


art a trumpe foz mee. 


When theſe gate gifts of Blandies bzeſte 
2 yun's bloud ſhall neuer fall, 
ſhallriſe withall, 


hee 
Hobles doe as thou preſcribes,their 
ms the ſelfe and be allut de thy bloud 


THE EPISTLE DE- 
. dicatorie of Hieronimus Oſorius 3 
44.08 - _ _ wiittentofhe moſt noble and vertuous 
N Prince Lewis, ſonne to Emanuell king 
0 [ i turn. of Portugale. | 


579 (Lewes moſte renow- 
6 red Price )to haue recourſe 4. 
Wt Eon) (PIE eine, unto my accuſtomed ex- 


aL erciſes of ſtudie, I employed my 


8 
„fe more dilligetlye then I did 
25 Gore in the ſearche of know- 

2699 ledge and wyſedome. For in my ſirſt entrie being mo- 
2 Key. onelye wyth the initincte of nature, I moderately 


folowed my ſtudies, wherby reaping at the lengthſome 
Fruite,1 might imparte parte thereof, to the profite & 


is! commoditie of my natine country. But now whereas 
| | 4 1 I haue alreadie proued ſufficientlye your bountefull 
1100S harte and clemencie,and therefore am alwayes mind- 
4 3 full ef your honoar and worthines: it lyeth mee w3pon, 
int! to bend therunto all the force & vehemtt intentio of 
; 1 | minde, that I may in ſome caſe ſeeme worthy to be 

13 reckoned of & eſteemed, for knowledge & learning. 


I — » -# _ +” a", » 8 
1 by IS. 4 

15 N pt „ 

X wer KK 


k Neither do ] ſeeke herein the praiſe of mine own wit, 
5 but that] may if not reder due thanks,yet declare my 
41 greate good will, and dutifull hart ready alwayes and 

r glad to acciplish your good deſire. Y Yherfore I wil in 
9 ” uy 
r | 


= * Ws LS. 4A Px - 
Nr 
. . x * 


be Oſorius Epiſtle 
JJ UII ä — 4 6 — — 
20 ſet forthin this kinde of wryti — 


of wryting the full meaninge 
of my good diſpoſition, and will bring to paſſe, that my 
obſeruaunce towards you halbe knowen in all places. 
And I am fully penſwaded, that whatſoeuer Ido in che- 
wynge my ſingular loue towards you, wherewith I am 
maruelyouſly inflamed,it is notwithitanding in it [elf 
but ſmally to be accompted of . But it behoueth them 
not to bee ſquemish in geuinge a ſmall & ſimple gift, 
who may not, throughe vvante of abilitie beitome of 
greater valeme and eitimation : and they which in 
matters of greater importaunce canot ſtand their ſo- 
ueraignes in ſteede, chould not therfore by not geuing 
4 trifle, ſlacte their dutye towards ſuch, whom they a- 
boue all other honour and reuerence: eſpecially where 
as in euery kinde of duty and curteſie, not ſo much the 
walewe of the rewarde , as the bountifulnes of a true 
meaning minde is generally allowed of, and accepted. 
Vi here as therefore the rather to diſcharge my dutie 
towards youſmoſt noble & renowmed Prince] haue 
i; taken in hand for exerciſe of myſtile,after the maner 
and fashion of Ariſtotle to diſpute of many queſtions, 
I thought principally to entreate of true Nobilitie. 
Andbecauſe that ſo high & ſtately an argument, ſee- 
med vnto mee mot meete for a worthy & noble per- 
fonage, and for that theſe my dis ourſes, and treatiſes 
of Nobilitie, were more curiouſly compyled, and a9 K, 
more laboured ſtudie, I determined to preſent th vn. 
to your maieſtie. And ſo muche the more readily was | 
I induced ſo to do, l how much the more eminttly a. | 
peared in you, the gliztering gleames of true, and at- e 1 ou 
5 8 cient 2 1 


Oſorius Epiſtle 


. 


| 2 mY 7 Ts, "0 8 9 A-2 WO 
| de ſerue due prayſe and cõmendation, then there is no- 


thing amonge men more honourable then the title & 
name of a king: & of them eſpecially, which according 
to the will and pleaſurè of God wſeth theyr auctoritye 
and iuriſdiction, ſucſ as were truly the predeceſſours, 


from whom iſſueth the fountayne of your Genealogie. 


If renowme be obteyned by vertue, who is more vali- 
aunt then you,who more bountefull,vho more endued 
wyth wyſedome andpollicie ? I omitte toſpeake of the 
great loue and amity betwixt your brother, and you, 
a king endued wyth much honour & Nobilitie, a iuſt 
Prince and louer of his country: againe of your great 
curteſie towards all men, & laſtly (which is principall) 
of the reit,of your feruent and moſt earneſt deſire to 


ſet forth and aduaunce Chriſtian relligion. But I will 


here ſtay my ſelfe . For I thincke it not at thus preſent 
meete,the goodly giftes and indumẽts of your minde 
to ſet forth and deſcribe wyth dueprayſe and comme- 
dation. Now therefore 1 am to beſcech zouſ mo va- 
liaunt and renowmed Prince )that you will vouchſafe 
to take theſe my trauayles curteouſſy, and mo#t grati- 
ouſly be om ſome leyſure & time in readig my des 
(juch as they are )accordinge to your accuſtomed gen- 
tlenes and clemencie . VF hich if I may underſtad to 
be fauourably receyued, I Shall enforce my ſelf tg wade 
farther, neyther shall] wyth any maner toyle bee 
wearied,ſo that I maye be aſſuredly perſwaded, 
_ theſe my endenours vnto your highnes 
not tobe onpleaſaunt, 


The 


* 


ol. r. 


FIRST. BokE 


bn: e Oforius, kg 


ning a treatiſe of Nobilitie, odapned | 
by man,naintayned and eitabliched: 
' by civill Pollicie. oY 


3 Hcreas ſondrie ſedi- 


b 7 tious tõtrouerſles ariſe betweene 

1 them whor haue receiuep the like 
\A| diſciptine, are bounde toobſerue 
72 one Lawe, ng one b3oile is founne 
moses peſtilent and hurtfult, to aup 
wenle publique then that, which 
| e berwixc che Nobility and C 
. e ene. bath ſo walten many flourithin 
and noble Citties that theeſface of the comnion wealt 
hath ben thereby miſerably mangled, then the which nos 
thing can be imagined! moe hurtfull, and poyſonous to 5 
cdmon ſocietie of n an, Foz if wecallcomemozy what 

edinPifkoziesof antiguitie, wee ſhall finde no one 


appely ' begonne, which bath not ben 
ſhaken and rente in ſon der thzough cinill dillention, rilen 


betwene men of auncient Nobilitp, æ che meaneſt ſozte of 


the raſcal'and peuiſh people. Jn ſom: ) that ſometinies 
eee 
Try Tye MTIMECTE att xtc | 
maiefty.{Abichalterations,an db er confuſion ofal El- 
tees oy ITE out blondye, and cruell laughter 
ok many neither pes \ and riichfull o⸗ 
uerthzowe ol ble E eres, * 
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en the ich durſt not af 
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violate-theozdinaunces ofthe forefarherscwholeconſcie: 
ce would be any thing moued,if he ſaw the ſodayn chaũge 
and alteratiũ ot all eũates. i he might be perſwaded ther 


by to be aduaunted to higher eſtate. I let to ſbew in thig 
place what miſchiefe and miſer pe this kynde of ſedition 


betwixe the nobility and the people hath wzought : wher⸗ 
as it is apparante that manye wozthy cityes hath beene 


thzougb ſediczo ciuil diſcoꝛd utterly waſtede conkaũded. 


Foz whyle the ſqbiectes haue enterpꝛyled to diſplace the 
xulers & Pagiſtrats, as thaugh tbeit gouermẽt were ri⸗ 


goꝛous and pꝛoude:on the ather ſyde whyle their Lozdes 


and-Pzinces ſoughte with all extremitie to ſuppzeſſe the 
outragious furye of the people: there is no facte ſo hozris 


1 N other, baue bene at uch defiance, that to bee 
rettenged, they baue ta the enemie becraied their common 
ſafety, and peculiar liberty. And foz this it is the moze to 
be werueyled at, that they liue vnder one la we, and are di⸗ 
uerfly atteded: ſo that there ſcemeth to bee no occaſion ot 
theire eygre ſtrife and contentious dealinge. Foz in thys 
one poincte. which merueplouſly encreaſeth mutuall loue 
and amity, both ofthemzaccozde together, that is in defen⸗ 
dinge their country, and they altogether want that which 
tauſeth great diſcoꝛde and enmity in the common wealth. 
Fox all viſpleaſure, and deadly debate eee — 

en up and malice, is commonly founde amonge ſuch a 
felfe the lame arfe and are deln ee with the de +, of þ 
elfe ſamething(s,Bur there is no cauſe whywen of high 
Elttate ſhoumd fomarh ſuch as re baſe p ol viler co 
dition whereas their endeuours be contrarye. and they 
myndes not ledde with the like affection, F0z Noble men 
are inflamev with the delice of renomue, and glozie, but þ 
multi- 


ble;ctuel,and odious, which hath not of both parties bene 
Wee bauinge cocefued great rancker and malice 


R — * ; : 
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alde furtherance. Fo neither maytheſiibiedslivein 
A ſaktytxcepte they be defended by Rulers+Phinces, nep* 
tber map men of Yonoure and highe vegree, matntapne 


therefoꝛe theſe both Elates ſhould bythe lawe ol nature 
and man pꝛincipally embꝛare che league of amitie and cõ-· 
coꝛde: vet notwithſtandinge as it apptarethj d che teſty· 
1 monies ofaunciente wp ters; therehath'becne! no debate 
> mote ſpicefull aun deadip, neither that hach m eſoughte 
” thevtcer ruine and ſubuerſion of many commd3 
then that wbicheariſeth oftentimes betwirt the Mobilts 
type und comminalty. MAberetoꝛe ſo oft as I confiver with 
my ſelle ſo great and common miſery, I am ſom hat per 
/ Cwaded/thacall tbeſe ſeditions foxthe moſte part do pꝛo⸗ 

teede from the intollerable pꝛide of ſucht, as haue the pit 


I imputed ta Nu 
mon and da 
- ronuerſation ol their Aulers and Pꝛintes no doubte the 

people woulde not be entangled with ſuchũewde liberty. 
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‚ multitude deſyze not ſo mutch to exceed other in wozlpip, 


as in wealth, in pompe, as in power! and ability. 


| Therefoze whereas cycyſtande not fan the like p2omorts, 


there is nocauſe why they ſhoulde contentioullye ſtrive as 
' gainſteacb other : eſpecially ſeringe that neither of them 
mapattayne his purpoſeand veſpze without cache others 


| their countenance withoute the people, whiche liue vnder 
their winge x iuriſoiccion. So that che multitude is all⸗ 
[ waies pzeſerued though the defence and power of Nobi-« 
I lity: Likewiſe the Eſtate of Moblemen is ok the People 
2 their trauell amplyfied; and alſo ſchzoughe 
pꝛapſe and admirationexteedingely magniſed. TUhertas 


talthes; 


rogatiue of gouernament.Fozalbeit the heade of the mul⸗ 


; titude is fraighte with furp, and their imaginatious ten⸗ 
deth to omtrage & mavues:; pet notwit 


bctandunge e what⸗ 
— — 9 take in haunbe, is te bes 
uſers and Magiſtrates. Foz whereas the'tss 
te ok men are ſalawers ofrhe! mãners 


en lust and wil 


ether ſawe Na⸗ 
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uinge repzeſſe,is thꝛougb their loſe lite, muteh moze en⸗ 


creaſed. And when the peoples mindes are popſoned with 
al kind of miſchife, riot. exceſſe.no la wes, no anthozity,no | 
feare oł puniſhemẽt may ſtay their furidus, æ head enter» | 
pꝛices: nepther any reaſon may perſwade them, but tbat 
one time 02 other, thep will deſperately bzeake out to the 
All kinde ok 
miſchiefe therefoze as froma tountame firſt ſpzingeth fro 
the Peeres x Noblemen.,in whoſe power it reſted to ſtape 
ſuch vnbzidled deſires both by ſeaerity of lawes and ozdt* | 


bitter vndoinge of their Natine Countrye. 


naunces,and by the goodexampleof thetr innocent life. 


J cannot but meruaple in the meane whyle, what moueth | 
many men to make ſo great accompte ok their gentilitye, | 
that they thincke theym ſelues woꝛtbye of ſuche honoure 


and eſtimation.Foʒ either Nobility by nature hath no re⸗ 


ble Perſonages immoderately delyghted chereth. Here- | 
bence it commeth to-palle that the wicked lyfe of ſabiects, | 
which Noble men might by the example ontpe of god li» | 
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nowne,02 pꝛebeminence annexed thereunto; oz els þ grea | 


ter parte of chofe who commonlpe are tearmed Noble't 


of gentle bloude ( whole myndes are infected with manye 


. maladies)come nothinge neare to true Nobilitye. Fox it 
were not to be doubted thẽ, but ik Nobility were knowen 


by exertilinge it ſelle in ſome notable exploite deſeruinge 
due pꝛayſe and com mendation, it would ſtiꝭ re vy the min 


des of a greate many toembzace and loue the excellencye 
thereof :in ſo mutch that all men woulde willingely obep 


their ſuperiours.Fo2 ther is no man which would not ex⸗ 
ceedingely bee inflamed wyth the love ot. vertue; and all 
men moulae thincke the mie urs mute happy and bleſlrd 
to be gouerned by the miſt dome and vertueof Noble Per 
ſonages. Itzaue thought it tberetdye muſt appertynent 
to my purpaſe, to ſearch out viligently the nature, oꝛi⸗ 
or right erte Hobilitye x the 
veitues 


the lawes, and ſubmit theymſe lues to the auchozirye of | 
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v«reues whiche bee incident thanunto, in the \nquiſition 
whereof, it will efiſon:s apptart howe mutch it auaileth 
todignitp c wozthines, what oddes there is betwirt tte 
counter tayt, and liuely image of perfecte Roblenes. But 
wbereas this name of Nobility is. many and ſũdiy wapes 
to be interpꝛeted, that onely will I touche, whiche impoꝛ · 


teth the wozthines and dignity ol Noble Patentage. 


1 De firſt thinge that map be queſtioned ot, is to knowe 
© whether that Nobilitye may be accomptedamongeſt 
thoſe thinges,w de ſerue honours eſtimation. Foz we may 
alledge many argumentcs,' whiche-mape ſeeme to pzoue; 
that the Novicnes of byzth and woztbinep of -Parentage; 
map neither conteint init ſeife avye ſuperiozitye, neither 
by any meanes to be reduced to thoſe thinges, which in thẽ 


ſelus are tearmed good. Foz as mutchas apperceineth to 
our nature, and the common courſe of wozdly welth;wee 


cannot conceiue what gaine may growe, by this wonder⸗ 
full ſhewe e admiration ot Pzincelye pozte. I as ſone 
as we entre into this life full of lamenta tion and miſerye. 
e are all ruled gouerned by the ſame kinde of la wes, 
neither is any man exe mpted and ſet fret from an infinite 


into lite with blu bbe ringe teaxt s, and bitrernes of ſozow, 
wee from our natiuity are wapped in woe and miſery,wee 
ſighe in ſabdes; and itue in lamentaclon, and wer in the 
ende dojefullydzawto deatÞ, thzough the continual afflic- 
tion oſpiſuteh pertur bat n. But ſo farre of from Nobil(- 
rued from ſuch plogues and ſcourges. 


| wish 1 

8 age yntermevied with miſchiele and miſery,then a⸗ 
\nyMſtyereffate of mankinde whatſoeuer. Foz as cuerpva- 
SY A pour 
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beape of mili ties, wherewieb the condition and e ſtate of 
moztalmen is afflicted, wee therefoze make eur firſt entrie 


de ilippery and daungtrous is that tſtate, g the 
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pour aſcendech mozenafMilly to deen places euen 

ges, perilles, 
poyſgas anda num ber other tatollerable plagues & myſ⸗ 
chtues doe alw es purſue cheym, whiche are placed in 
bygbeſt roomes. Butifanp man ponder & weyghe in his 
mynde the natural qualities ofthe body, in the ſame true⸗ 
ly ſhall he finde nothinge wüpe noble bloude ſhoulde bee 
pꝛekerred befoze baſe Parentage, Foz neither is he whi⸗ 
che is of gentle bloude mote valtant then hee, which is of 
low? degre,neyther in bis race moze ſwyfce, neyther pet 
ia health mote luſt and olg tester fo2ce4 Nay rather the 
mne daintily he feedech,the weaker is his body made, the 
moe ate to he troubled with extreme payne, i un kynd 
4 infirmity.; At chen the cafe ſtandeth thus. ihat neither 
fauourof foʒtune, nat he comely teature of the bodyt 
0 nguiſibech man-frommanzandagicwereibpviſtinece 
offices deuidethj them, then aodoubvr the diuerſicy of man 
dys eſtate is knowen manikeſtlye by the qualities of che 
miade. on els it is no place els wherecobe tuunde. F the 
perfect hem of Nabilityis tu boſeene by one ofthele thꝛe 
vert ues,beives:þ which there ia none whereby it map be 
perceiued. But whereas wee ſee the pathwaye to vertue 
open vnto al men, and that Gentlemen deſcendinge of ho⸗ 
nourable families geue themſelues to all impietye, and o⸗ 
ther of lowe and ſimple parentageexcelieth the reſt in bo⸗ 
ne ſto, vertue, and i litet me chinketh therefoze 
that chat Mobility which is generally ſo mutti —.— 
is but vayne. and grounded anelyvppon 
ok peoples phantaſie. "Theſe thinges — 
tected' againſt che woꝛthines of noble Parentage. But 
yet wer muſt thincke it to be fo ome great cauſe, that all 
men willingly do velde the Sanerainep!1tdſomeonehouſe 
and pꝛagenp:ſa that the generali oonſente and agremente 
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detb vnto otber, in eſtimatiom and dignith. Fox b deldeb 
loully nature hath wꝛougbt in her creatures, that euen as 
tbep one in koꝛme and ſhape differ from a nother, ſo they 
| Houldin like manner be diſpoſed diue xiln, and not ended | 
with the like power and vertue in ſo mutche that ſome EZ 


ſhoulde move,other bre moued,ſomerule,other ht 


ly obey, Bꝛĩicipally therfoze if you will moze dea ons g 
echt d e ene ately — — hue of | | 
Heauenly-conftitution; vou — under ſtande ide — 13 
————— . — 4 
— and ſteme lynes. Foꝛ it is moſt appa rait that a 
oblet ue nat the ſame courſe, nepthe att ot 
8 thevoflike yeration n ſõ mutech thay | 
by their influences ſee the one as it were to haue do⸗ | 
mynton ouer the other, ann — rectaue of the partes 


moꝛe excellent and pedaminati — — | [- 
. — — bile dach ed — | 
Eirtht,whoſex — — 


other. To vate renner 
what needeth it to viſcourſe home diuerlly they tte vi 
fed « Are they ol one nature ate they all endusv u (th 


wum guslie ano bertur ep berg — 


mon noted | 
| ; 
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noted in thoſe creatures alone. mich are of contrary na · 


cures,but alſo in thoſe which are ot une kynde and qualy⸗ 
tye. Foz trees wl ich are ot one kynde ſp2eadech not their 
bꝛaunches in like fayzenes,noz euery Stede doth bis car⸗ 
rice wtih the lyke loktines, neither euery Lion is of lyke 
ſtrength. Finally in al the wozckes of nature, there is to 


be noted ſome variety and alteration of degree, place, and 


darm . This excellency of nature neuer decapech in the 
thinges that be euerlaſtinge, but in che chinges which fo 
a time dot flo iſhe, nature moſt ſecretly thꝛaughe the qua⸗ 


lite of the parent conueigheth to poltericy accoꝛ dinge to þ 
ſapinge ul that wenthy Poste. 


Aue | 5 84.4533 » 1419 13111. 1 
Good men and ſtronge by courſe of kinde, lyke iſſue doe require, 
The Stere, the Stede, moſt times vvee ſee mutch like ynro his fire, 


T Herefoze whereas the fozce of nature is ſuch, i that þ 

inclination thereof ſo mutche pzeuapeleth that it 
is ſeene in brutiſhe thinges and creatures mere voyde of 
reaſon and vaderſfandinge maye not wee thincke ic hath 


impꝛinted in man ſame thinge of greater excellencpe, ub 
is made by God his pzouiſion reaſonable, and lozde of a 


other Creatures? Ipꝛap pou is it not foʒ great god cauſe 


that many are cari ful © haue an eſpecial regard frowlac 
Tree they — — kynde they chooſe 
their welpe, oz their. 


o2ſe2-And ſhall wee thincke it a 


thinge little co bee conſidered, of what Parencageaman 
In good ſothif we woulpe, obſti⸗ 


nately denp it, the thinge it ſelfe waulo ekcſones a ppeare, 
and tonuince vs oferrour, Foz it is moſt cleare and euidẽt 
— — Region and Country doth keepe the ſame ac⸗ 

omed maner # facion. A note whereof may hereby bee 
gathered-thac nature hach la kaſtentd her ee ee 
© 320k ation, 
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decla eb har eb ru. e. r 'f 
"rue 32aviliexe-£ountreth not tn the opinion of manne | 


bat commeth by naturall deſtence. Which is to be vnder⸗ 
ſtoode iu this maner: euen as good groundes # feuitefull 


fyelves are hadve in gerat eſtimation, not foz that they are 
kreldes, but chat they bjitig tbꝛough theit kertilttye great 
gapne e commoditye tothe owner ok the ſople:egen ſo we 
pꝛekerte that kinred eſpecially ,which peldeth abofidante 
kruite of vertue and godlines. But who ſo now liſteth ta | 
behold the perfectnature of true 7 177 7 may lange N | 
on withlitis laboure. Foz gentilitp is 15 not Us ny | 

liuely image df atncent p2ogenit,'moſt'commonlye 'gar- | 
niſhed wyth excellente vertues. andfoz aſmuch as eu 0 KF 
one which excelleth in all vertue add honeſtye, c ö 

tapne the title of honoure and Nobilitye, this 2 
nition is to bee reſtrayned by limitation, fox neytber may 
tbey, which the rather to attayn knowledge and wyſepom | 
haqe abandoned all company and ſiue in continuallſtuvpe | 
be thoitght moſt wozthye & honouzable , althongh chey de 
foxmiGev wyth rare and ſingular bertues,and fo2 pꝛofoſid 
knowledge in deepeſte matters be had fn admiration, ko: 
that they do not earneſtlyrmploy þ beef of their | 


and ſciences to the auaile and 5 8 0 f 
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the cleare ti k bes: 
the Dignicy a enen Finy tät 10 p be Kh p 
Foſoth euen that kinde of vertue which extendethit l 


to the common p2ofit of al men, which a voydinge idlenes 
is alcogether occupied a haut the A and pꝛe⸗ 
b. eruation 


Of ciuill Nobility. 6. 
vl | ſervation ofa nwealtb: as fo; example puiſſan ce, 
ne | andvaliantiesin warlikeaffaires,in time of peatt tbe ex- 
Te | t vition of ullice and Equity,add totheſethe ſtudy of O- 
(Tice knowledge of the Cluiblawes , and whatſocs 


euer is or fozce, eee thegouernmttok a Cõ⸗ 
monwealth 1155 — tbert foze is an higbe and honouras 

ble deg! abe Ee et ebe tuce hath iſſued owt 
« | tp e-of the hole countryhathbene . 

a | by them een ok alt men kept and 
Le | mayjtcined 15 bis honourable oder there ure two kin 


des. The one is generall, apperteininge to a whole Citty, 
the other ſpcciall and tonterneth any pꝛiuate family, In 
© | this manerx wee accounte Athens to bee honourable;foz þ 
* | inthat famous commonwealth were -<2edve manye triſe 
ſages,an baliauntcaptapnes,which thzoughe rheir toll 
ſell and wiſedome did rule and pzeſerve the weale publi- 
| by whoſe puiſſance the enemy was repelled, by wheſe 
* | bnconquerable.pzowes &, vertue their dominions were 
; enlarged,by whom the aue was with inumerable be⸗ 
| nefites endowed, In this manner Sparta is honemab! 
| repozted of, by. this, orely meanes wanne Carthage 
| greatrenoi me,andfoz this tauſe Roome the noble Cit⸗ 
tp that euer was, merneilouſlie tryun phed. be ſelfe 
ſame tule is. odſeruedin cucry pꝛiuate ſamuye. Foz that 
ad nobility, from whence 
eates;companyofirenoumed 


255 the fozct ol bertut 
ont, as in tbe otherconely this 


ED 8 we baut rea de ol the 
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„ ble and honourable,which wanteth ep kthem. pers | 
fet is. At may not be therefoze that in a blinde;andobſca 
Citty there ſhould be a family ofanyfame(foz were it no 
a thinge incredible, that ſuch a n 
obſcure g as it were ouerſhadowed with dat kenes, wher | 
in there owellech ſucch a one, as may be tearmed alighte 
of moſt deuine and reſplendent vercue, fo2 ſu it ſhould bee 
- accoumeey not barbarous but"fathous) netther pf chere 
were in that common wealth a — neuer lo exceavinge | 
fraigbt with elpeciall vertues / et could he come fanth es 
light, and chalenge due deſerued dignity and commenda | 
tion, hakinge of the cloudy miſtines, wherewithÞ whole 
countrie mas ouerwhelmed.Therefoze the chpefelt bene | 
| fite tbat nature can beſtowe on bs is co be bozne and hjott- 
ghte vp in a country in fame and gloꝛp, the next good gifte 
of nature is ta bʒinge ow deſcent from ſome noble linage 
and woꝛthy parentage. Themiſtocles his aunſwere to 
4 Tymodcus Aphydneus, molt ficely agreeth to this mat · 
1 — To whom it was diſdainfully objected that he was 
5 not thzough bis owne bertues ſomutch honoured ofthe 
Lacedemonians,but onelyfoz that be was borne an Athe- 
yy nian. Thowe halt ſayde,p Themiſtocles foz nepther 1 
1 RR my ſelfe if A had bene bozne in thy countrey Aphydnum, | 
1 on! coulde euer actapne ſo greate renoume and glozy,nefther | 
thou if Athens had bene thy 5 
chiue co tbe title ol honour del 
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zougbe the likenes of their natures, 
that a mongeſt al other lining creatures, none was ſofitte 


were hy nature oꝛdeynen to dive in lone 


and amity. ſpould be therunto fanced by neceſlity:ſoꝭ where 
as innumerable ſoꝝts af artes bath bene deuiſed, ta main- 
e the tom mon ſotietye of man and no one may excell 
—ů— — 1 

nature appopnted, that ſome un . | bydd 4 
ences; other fame ſhouldt heſtamthemſel· 
eit facuttyʒ whereby Tueryone labourag) 
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thiue 9 — — 
attaius. It mayuat bes becauſe Hippias moſt 7 
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dhe ring charyewoares rye cin vn courre omg; 
ſockes' that ſerued his neceſitſe, I ſay it were hard. 
. anye man were his witte neuer ſo quicks and pegnante, 

— to take vppon him ſo many intricat laboures: In ſo much 
tbat I thinke that Hippias could not acquite bimſelf in 
entermingling ſomany contrary ſciences, who beſpdes 5; 
he unt eue rentiy ioyne b liberaltarces;and ſerutte ict ipa 
tions together, omitted þ knowledge e ſkil ot ſom thi Py 
wherby tie eſtate ofa'common?wealth is-kopt and arains 
teined. To paſſe oner many which mygbt be ſpoke n of, IJ; 
lind not where he maktth mention ofchivalriewhich is pᷣ⸗ 
om pe defente and lat gard of a tummon wealth. Bus: 
ie could notte that Hippias nome cutting vuvhiscloake ... | 
chẽ grauing his ring; aud ſowing his fockes; could haue 
anp leaſure to learne þ feats ot᷑ warte, ę ponts of a good 
ſouldiar. It is a thinge therełoꝛe moſt nedetull chat ſome 
ſboalvs beare rule i lit in the plate of mateſty, bywhoſe- 
wiledsme and pollitye the multitude ſbould be gouerned, 
other ſome ſwould gene them ſelues.co warlike pꝛactiſes, 
oz to be tdõning in lome ſcience thꝛougb the —— 
ol they mighte in diſtreiſſe and daunger be a 
| coundrye;other till the ground, other mojkeatanatie;all- 
178 tothe rommonitie-of the ir natiue countrir. Whereas) 
7 i chen it is very requiſite that men chould differ in urgtte. 
pt e digitie,in labour e anduſtrit, Nature bath pꝛouidt᷑tly 
| w1zoughtrhe bartetie ol wites,of diſpolitions, qualities. 
petebenes che Harpe witte'e-deepe ſungement zchehigh: 
and lofeixminvs ppoceedeths wherewith lome are cherte 
— — chrough:; Natures beneũteendued .:. Mo though! 

b goov'conltellacionmap bocy 1 G 
in the Bodke entituled Phadro, calleth this exceliency 
of Nature the gould vt the Bode, wherebp be is induced 
to thincke that they whoſemindte s art thus beautifyed, 


art unto them aliyed ani tte ot all other to be 8 
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the earth in che Thzone of Paieſtie. Dame Nature 
cherefoze the mother of all things, hath placed chem pin» 
cipally in higheſt roome of dignitie. Other ſome ſhehath 
not kramed in ſuch perfice wiſe, either foz witte,pzowelle, 
and valiauntnes, yet hath ſhee imparted vnto them greate 
ſtrengtb and much courage. in ſo much they will not rally 
- faintce, but manfully obſeruinge lawes and oꝛdinaunces, 
and aide their country in time of daunger. Other ſhe hath 
made mote ſimple of vnderſtandinge, moze coulde of cou- 
| rage, and therefoze iuſtly hath appointed them to toyle in 
ſeruile Artes, ot᷑ which ſozt are they whom we terme men 
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; ofoccupation. Foz ſo it ts bzought to paſſe by the wIder- 
; full pꝛouidence of God, that whereas ech man helpeth an 
| other, and laboureth in the Tocation wherunto he ts cal⸗ 


led, the effate of man kinve is thereby happely pꝛeſerue d. 
And the diuerſitie of man his inclination and diſpoſition 
was knowen euen from that time when men as Barbarie 
ans wandered in woods and deſolate places, vopde of rea- 
don and all good ciuilitie. Foz at that time ſome one, be⸗ 
lde the reſt excelling in witte, knowledge, and induſtrie, | 
withdꝛew them chzough great perſwaſids from rudenes, 
to ciuill gouernment,from barbarouſnes, to all maner of 
gentlenes. The which thing the beſt learned haue decla⸗ 
: redbnco vs vnder fictſons and Poets tales, As when Or- 
pPheus is fained to haue dzawen vnco him, the woods and 
wilde beaſtes by his ſweete ſounde and pleaſaunt armo⸗ 
nie. Amphion in like maner is ſapd to dꝛiue at᷑ his plea- 
fure whither him liſted ſtones. and ſenſles things thzough 
the ſwetnes ok his ſonge. Whereby,it is geuen vs to vn- 
der tand, ebat choſe men which foꝛ want of vnderſfanding 
were as blunte as blocks, were wonne by wyſedome, and 
= bzonghtby the pollicie ofother to much ciuility. By ſuch 
a deede Theſeus wanne great fame's immoztall v. 
bo firft aſſembled into one place the people of Athens 

milerablye 2» 3 pꝛokitable lawes and | 
good | 
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— ozdinatinces , J will in meane time let to ſpeake | 
of choſe; who were longe befoze Theſeus), whiche eret ⸗ 
ted and builded many Citties. Then was it cobeeſeene 
bowe much the gentlemanlike and Pzincely-mpnde was 
peferred befoze che baſe and abiecte courage. In thoſe 
vertue was ſo much louedand merueyled at, that they 
which had receyued ſo greate benefice by ſuch which ex | 
celled in vertue and honeſtpe, yelded chemſelues with all 
ſubmiſſion ta be ruled by their wyſdome, in ſo much that 
when they were deade, they gaue vato chem denine ho⸗ 
noures, and embzaced wyth entyze loue, they} childzen | 
and ofſpꝛing. Pzincipally they were moued therevnto, fo: 
that their benefices were freſhe in memozye, which were 
ſo great and manp, that ofdeutye they thought to render 
thanckes to they2 poſteritye . When after wardes tbey 
founde, and had experienſed, that there was in the iſſue | 
the true and linely image ok the parente, not to be ſeene ſo 
much in the feature and makinge ofthe bodpe, as in the 
qualitye and diſpoſition of the mynde, then they were 
ſtyꝛred bp excedinglp, not onelp fa2 che loue that they bare 
to they2 aunceſtours , as fox the eſpeciall regarde that 
they had cothe Noble diſpoſitions of their pꝛogenp, to 
honour chat ſtocke and family, to whom they did offer the 
ſwaye and gouernment of the common wealth moſt wil- 
tnglye. Ik then any man will demaunde at what tyme 
Gentilitye firlt began, hee is to learne, that then it firſte 
eutred, when men oute okoꝛder were reduced to good o- 
der, by the perſwaſionand pollicie of ſuch, as were endy- 
ed with the excellencp of good Nature and noble bloud. 
Which degree ok honour was geuen fo2 two cauſes. Firſt | 
154 oz the tut deſertes ol yarents,the! ee expectas | 
N tion and hope which they had in che ſpar and pro- 
. genie. Foz it was impzinced in the of men in time 
TOR" paſte that che father which did excell invercue,couldenot 
pH "s | but leaue a ſonne endued with the like giktes: * — be⸗ 
. autour, 
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| panour; maners, and diſpoſition to declare thewozthtnes 
of noble birth and parentage which is molt wiſely noten 
by Euripides. 


In tender yearesa Princely grace, 
1 token ſure of noble race. 


| The opinion wherofſo much pꝛeuapled wyth our foes 
/ fathers, that who ſo deſcended from a wozthy ſtocke, him 


/ bertues . If ſo then the wozthines and vertue of any one 
man was hadinſuch admiration, that he might challzge 
vnto himſelk as his owne right, the ſuperiozitie,the ſame 
man litle regarding theſe vaine and tranſitozie pleaſures, 

deriued the firſt oziginall cauſe of his birthe and Genera- 
tion from the Deuine Nature ofche Gods. The cauſe 
 whythe commou people was induced and bzontght to this 


| op{nion, pꝛoceeded not ſo muche from ignozaunce and ſu⸗ 4 


perſtition, as faom the great ſhewof vertue which appea⸗ 

red in their life and conuerſation. Foz it ſeemed vnto 
them a thinge very likely and pzabable, that thoſe ſpꝛang 
of a Deuine Nature, which were endued with the excel⸗ 
lencie ol vertue and honeftie. Pere hence aroſe choſe woꝛ · 
| thy wighes which Homer ſetteth out in bis Ilias, amonge 
wbom no one was foundez; which focce not his petegret, 
from the Emperiall tbꝛone of Paieltie. As foz example, 
Hector p noble Troian, who wbple bee liued was che ve- 
| xpe ſtrength and ſtaye of his net whom Neptune 
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they hoped toſee in p2oceſſe of time adourned with noble 
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dMbo after he was cruellyſlaine bythe Greekes,Pria- - 
mus pinched with extreeme paine, excedingly comendeth | 
to all men the manhoode and valiantnes of his ſonne He- i 
ctor, in ſo much that hee made the Troyans conſtantly to 
beleeue that he was not begottẽ by any mozcall creature. 
but that he was a God by kinde. It were in vayne to re- © 
poꝛte how greatly ſome men of noble bloud haue conten 
ded of their linage & petegree, onelp to rayſe vnto them⸗ 

ſelues a name and glozious title of immoꝛtalitie. Puch 
like vnto that which Achilles ſayth of Aſteropeus the nes 
phewof Axeus the floud. g 


 AFﬀeroper, I oh to [ee thy dolefull ende, * J 
Ma N iy 1 7005 205 bloud of Tone Sean ? | 
Aamit Axens floode didyeld thee life: yet thou | 
(5 Suh Gods mee Ne ) of force to vs — * and bow. 
77 father Peleus hight, whome/Eacus be got, 

che from 4 — lane las noble line hath fot. 


Chat maye be gathered of this alſo that Tlepolemus 
did wich ſuch bitter nippes reuile on of ee. 
inge daungerouſly aſſaulted in the kronte of his enemies, 
becauſe hee faynedhimſelfe falſely to be the ſonne of lu- 
piter : who cleared himſelfe of that vayne vaunce not ones 
ly in woozde but in deede alſo,when as hee vanquiſhed and 
flue Tlepolemus, a valiauntand wozthy wight che ſonne 
of Hercules. Fo; there was no ſuch waye foz him to ſup» | 

poꝛte his countenaunce, and to ſhewthe wozthines of his 
birth, as by vanquiſhing ſo ſtronge and valiaunte a Caps 
taine. But ſome man will ſaye, whereto ſerueth it that 
pou tell vs ſo manye and ſondy deſcents of Gods, and to 
mingle pour matter with ſo many fayned inuentions,and 
koꝛged fables of Poets in a caſe that requireth nought els 
to be alleaged but limple trothe . In all that Homer 
wote 
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wiote (that we leaue other vntouched) there is no thinge 
to be ſcene 02 read, that maꝝ not be thoughte very tidicu · 
lous, and woꝛthye to be reiected of all men vtterly: In 
whom you ſhall finde the Gods lamenting and howlinge 
miſerably, great vprozes and (editions ſirred in heauen 
it ſelfe, great miſchiefes committed, many as the Goddcs 
appointev,nay rather in deſpite of the Gods, cruelly woft» 
dev,picifully plagued, and ſlaine. It maye ſeemethere- 
fozeto ſome mt, a thing moſt vnfitt to enterlace the vaine 
phantaſtes of Poets with the ſimple and plaine reaſons of 
Philoſophers. This J ſay may bee obiected bnto mee. 
But if I maye be ſuffred ſome thinge to digreſſe and goe 
from-the matter, I will aunſwere eaſlie , by difputinge 
bꝛieflie of che ſtudie of bumanitie, theſe u eake and bnlears 
ned aſſertions. And ſo much the rather I am mouvev 
thereunto, fo2 that I often vſe the auctozitie of Homer. I 
am truly of this opinion, that all Poets are ſwoꝛne ene- 
mies to lies, and do vtterly deteſt falſehode: but amongſt 
the refte Homer eſpecially was the ſearcher and louer of 
all truth and veritye » Which opinion the moſt noble and 
wyſe ſages of Greece haue ratifyed,what time as by fol- 
lowing the counlell of Homer contapned in two Uerles, 
they yeldedvp a right vnto the men of Athens being then 
at greate ſtrife wych the Megarenſes aboute the title and 
poſſeſſion of Salaminia. 1 greate learninge and 


iudgemente were ofthis minde, whoſe monumences and 
woozkes are garnilhed with the bighe and ſtately ſtyle of 
Homers intention: I ſape all ſuch which excelled the reſt 
in witte, in eloquence and learninge fully accozded in this 
opinion. Neither is (texpedtence(whtch choſe molt wile, 
good, and experte men knewe righte well) chat in the le 
Kozian and Poet, the like euldente of troth is to be loked 
foz. Iq; in Hiſtozies are onely ſet out the wozthy actes ol 
valiaunt men, that they ſhould thereby line in perpetuail 


and condition of mans life. 
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memo. But Poets whole maner of wꝛyting is farre 
vnlike, many times applpeth themſelues to the eares de⸗ 
light and pleaſure. Che chiekeſte thinge therefoze that 
commendeth an Hiſfozfanis to deſcribe plainlp, all ſuper⸗ 
fluitie being ſec a part, the acte of what Nature ſoeuer it 
be, limited with circumſkaunce of place, perſon.and time. 
But a Poeticall deſcription as it is moſt tyed to nomber 
and keete, ſo the diſcourle thereot hath a greater licence 
Ubertie , And pet there is a kinde ok truth looked foz at 
their hands, which if they doe not conningly declare, they 
are not onely of the learned iudged ignoꝛaunte, but of all 
men condemned and cryed oute vppon. The dutie 
therfoze and parte of a Poet is no leſſe truly, then trimly. 
not lelle vnkainedly, then ſinelp, no leſſe appꝛouedlp, then 
pikedly, as wyth a penſile to deſcribe the maners ok men, 
to deſcrie the fromphes of Foztune, and the whole eſtate 
Againe, to ſet foꝛth elegant⸗ 
ly and in moſt decent ſoꝛt, the Nature of honeſtie and ver⸗ 
tue, the defo2mitte of ſinne and impietie, what is to be em- 
bzaced & followed; what to bee deteſted biter ly #abhoz- 
red. Mhoſoeuer then wil take bpon him ſo great e hard 
au enterpꝛiſe. and can ſo acquite himſelfe thereof that hee 
mape be choughte to haue omitted no one painte ofa good 
Poet, the ſame is nat ta be condemned as an bntrue ſpea⸗ 
ker, but commẽ ded highly as à Deuine & learned witer. 
Foz who is he of ſo ſimple a witte and iudgemente that in 
reading the wandzinges and doubtfyll viages ok Vliſſes, 
ſire hundzed ſhipwzacks, the great golfe and ſwallowing 

ſourge of Charibdis, the roaring ut Scilla, tbe daunger in 

andpding'Antiphares,the-greeuousronflic which he bad 
wyth Polyphemus: whois hee, ¶ I ſap)ſo beſide bimſelfe 
that will chinrke choſe thinges lo ſet downe and deſeri⸗ 
bed by Homer, as if they mere to bee beleeued o; mighte 
come to paſle by any paſſihilitie. Aud pet men excellent - 


ly well learned haue wondered at him fo2 his deepe iudg⸗ 
| ment 
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mente and deuine witte, whoe did expzeſſe ſo liuely the 
true + perfect image of Uertue, which would be vanqut- 
ched bp no terro, alluxed by no wanton entiſements, pine 
koꝛ no — languiſh and fapnte foz na woe and miſt rye. 
In this maner Achilles is gazed on as the glozious i- 
mage of puillance and magnanimitie . In this wyſe Ne- 
{tor is accompted moſt noble fox his wyſedome and polli⸗ 
eie. Neither bath bee deſcribed theſe chinges roughly, 
82 in acrabbed ſtyle, thereby to ty2e and loth the reader, 
which maner of wꝛytinge Philoſophers vſe, but wpth a 
wonderfull, oz rather with a philed phzaſe of deuine elo; 
quence, the rather to-allure men tothe ſfuop-and exerciſe 
of vertue and honeſtie. What is hee then that can charge 
oꝛ ſteine Homer wyth the blot of vntrothe, whereas hee 
hath perlourmed with ſuch perfection the thinge,which 
was at bis handes in that matter required. 
any time we alledge him fo2auctozity, wee do it wholy foz 
this intente , to imitate as neereas-wee = bim, who 
thꝛougbe the ſharpenes of is deuine witte e and vnderſtã · 
ding was able fully to conlider ol euery r and perce 
the ſecretes ot all things. Trulp not l 
I did beleeue choſe thinges to be true, as they were ſec 
downe by him, but that ſuch in deede Jſuppoſeb to bee 
the maners of men, ſuch to be the Lawes andozdinaſices 
of Countryes, ſuch to be th t 
and al other matters ta be of the like 
as they were by him in wꝛytinge declared. 
(to come to in fozmer rreatile of Nobilitie )' in t 
both by wipting expꝛeſſe Achilles to be 1 bare 
tis „Memnon of Aurora, and Sarpedon 
meaninge.nadoubte agreeth wi 
ouof all wpſemenofchac time, | 
dome and vertue, did farre excell che reft, 
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not þthe ſtocke of Hercules ſo farre excelled other in pꝛo⸗ 
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bene boze,andtherefoze to haue bene of their linage, and 
conſanguinity. And this was the chiefe cauſe that Theſe- 
us was thought to haue beene the ſonne of Neptune, and 
Romulus bozne of the God Mars. Alexander alſo the 
greate did longe time ſince delight to bee called che ſonne 
of Iupiter, which opinion alſo grue of Scipio African, 
Foz the ſelf ſame rumour which was rayſed befoze of A- 
lexander,was vainelp bzutedof Scipio, which was, that 
a Serpent in ſhape monſkruous, was oftentimes ſcene in 
bis mothers chamber. Thich beinge once of many men 
euidently noted, ſodaiuly vaniſhed,and was ſeene no moze. 
Derehence aroſe this opinion, that many did thincke that 
Sci pio his mother was great and conceaued by the Ser⸗ 
pente a child. But you wil ſap, O notable ꝶ᷑ ſhameles lie. 
J pzay you is there any man ſo boide of wit, reaſon, any 
vnderſtandinge, oz ſo farre from the fayth of Chziſt, whis 
che wilbe perſwaded that theſe chinges are true $ But 
pet this lie is grounded on a true and god opinyon, which 
is, to thincke that the nobilitye of bloude iſlueth from 
the exce llency of good nature, and ehat the wozthines of 
ver tue pꝛoteadeth from ſome noble and Pꝛincely paren⸗ 
tage. Pereby it is euident, and moſt plapne, and manp⸗ 
feſt, howe greatly men ol auncient memozy dyd eſteeme 
gentle and noble families. Gerely not without god cauſe. 
Foz if any thinge were, that fo2 the wozthines thereof de⸗ 
ſerued perpetuall and euerlaſtinge memoꝛy .it iſſued from 
thoſe noble per ſonages koꝛ the moſt part: As it is a thing 
molt cleare and enivent to him, that liſteth to reade the 
repoztes and commentaries of antiquity. Mho knoweth 


wes und bertue p tt vid eaſely fuddue the fozce and power 
of the Pelopidanes and winverfullp frengthened the 
fate of Athens, readye to bee ouertonne and deſfroyed 
vtterly. So greately was any noble familye eſteemed, 
that who ſo were deſcended by them, did thinke they were 
pꝛotec⸗ 
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mous enterpꝛiſes of ſuche; as baue beide "of therace of 
Acacus'Fanpene woe ell mie hy manp and 
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whoſe pzogenitozs were in their life-hononrable, g 
pꝛogenpe after their death were honotred of 7 

To omit to lpeske of . bench tp 
man knowes to'hsne"beerevk angular bertucs, 
fame was ſounded karre and — tttiely' den 
who fir ſt wrought the tuin and vicer fubuerſton of tyzai- 
nous: gouernme nt, Myltiades, Cimon, Fhemiſtocles, 
Pericles, and many moe, whome to recite e f ha 


ous,whoe toke vppon tbem monte weig 
barde enter pute bree 
vans, all tbole toꝛ the mot pat ſe came of ſome 
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the Hebrues,neither wouldevppon any condition releale | 
them as God had geuen them commaunde ment, but ra | 


at what time God him ſelle appeared vuto him. Fo2 their 
1ides were waſted,cheir fruits cõſumed thzougha great | 
and terrible plague, then by che veryeappoyntmente ok 


- peare well reclaimed by ſo many greuous g bitter ſcour» · 
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bat time the Egiptian Kinge dis greuouſly cozment 


ther encrealed their miſery dapelymoze ⁊ moe: At the 
length accozdinge to his deſert ſuſtered iuſt puniſhment, | 


Gau mutch bloude ſhed, great cruelty committed, all ty | 
rãnit pzactiſed. In conc lulion the kinge being as it did ap- 


es, permitted the Hebrues to departe tooffer ſacrifice, 
-he Hebrues then departinge therehence, and pitchinge 
their tentes neere the read ſea; perceaned ſome miſchife *' 
fmagined againſt them, other wiſe then they looked oz. 
Foz as ſone as they paſſed che baundes of Egipt, it repen- 
ted the kinge much,. p he had ſet them at libertye. Foꝛ he 
beinge puffed bp with great pꝛide did perſeuere in his fo | 
mer wickednes, in ſo muteh he purpoſed to purſue them 
with great foꝛce, notwithſtandinge knowinge them to be 
pꝛotected by the bande of Almightie God. Foz whereas 
be was btterly ouerwhelmed with the outrage of his fu- 
Ty, coulde nat perceaue what plagues were appoincted 
readpe toconfounde hym and bis people, .be:p2epareth : 
therkoze a great troupe at hoꝛſemt᷑, multitudes of focemeF | 
gre muſtered, and all delay beinge ſet a ſide bee bendeth | 
bis mayne fozce agapnlt che Hebrues. At that inſtance 
Moyles beſought God with earneſt prayer and petition 
fo: beg the happy deliuer ante of his people, ans 
with that rode which tepꝛeſented the omnipotent power 
W v God, which be alwayes carried about with 

tkryketh the Sea, and immediat lx be made a wide and | 
open way 55 them thzough the middeſt cbereof. Foz the | 
Sea beinge ſubiect,and obedient to the will and power of 
God, was vnto e ſides as a ſtronge wall, — | 
migh | 
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mighty loztreſſe, wbrrebytbey did ſecurely paſſe withon 
fkeate of imminente daunger . Motmptbſtandpnge ſo 
greate was the feare ol thoſe Hebrues (as it is repozted 
in certaine biſtozies of the Ie wes, fog holp ſcripture nia» 
keth thereok at al no mention) they rt poꝛt therefoꝛt þ ſuch 
was their hozrour & dzead;þ albeit they were aſſiſted by þ 
power of God, pet with great adve we re they bꝛoug bt to 
tõmit them ſelues to the daungerovs paſſoge of water. 
Mozeoue r it is verified, that they whiche diſcended from 
Iuda, did manifeſtly ſbewe foozth a great txpt rim ent of 
puiſſance aud valiitnes, who lingred not o dꝛewe backe, 
but by the example of Moyſes with merueylous conffan- 
tye aducntured fir ſte the Sea, and by theit ſt6ute ffoma 
encouragedthe rift ta falowe them. But whattolto! 
ed that great and notable confuſſon, wherein the wicked 
and damna ble Ringe, hauinge his minde peyſoned with 
moſte deadely raticoure, and beinge blinded with moſte 
ho2rible (mpiety rathely aduentured to paſſe thꝛougb the 
Sea, and was with all his at mye ſwallowed vp with * 
ſurges and gulfes of the ſame- Mas not this people 
Iuda euer afterwardes moze honoured then the rcff, fo: 
their manly courage and valiaunt harte *therevppon it 
was decrted that among thetwelue rulers and Pzincts 
(fo2 oute of ſtuerall ttybes were elected divers Cap» 
tapnes) hee ſhoulde baue che'ſoueraighetie whit he dil. 
cended from the Trybe of Juda, bee ſhoulde tenducke 
the hoofte, he ſhoulde make peace, he ſhould fiifte offer fa. 
triſice, bis rule andaucthoztitythe reſt did obey. W herby 
it is molt playnly geuidentiye gathered that Moyfes had 
conſideration of the noblenes of bloud ardnature,in that- 
he alligneth vnto one peculiar pecple the title and pꝛero⸗ 
gatiue of honovre and dignity. Out of this lock of Iuda 
ſpꝛange one Caleb whoe firſte wan great glope, fo2 that 
be gaineſayd the moſt ſhame full oꝛation oł ſuch as would 
againe retozneintoEgiptand = rather liue in bondage 
D 2. — 
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ſonne vanguilhed che ſame Mer by it map euſoFtly appe⸗ 
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5 flaneeve underthe Egpfν,ẽůͤ hen trye tbepmelue g 
{ke ee, Seen Clive 
[p16ad{arre ago wyde the gtopidus reuount of his Vertiie | 
and conſtancie, by great exclamations wojking ſo'effecctr- 
oullg in che barts of the ſonloiars, that whereas thzough | 
their foꝛmer conceite theyꝛ hope fapled, and thep2 bartes 
fayncedthzoughfeare,yet hemave them wyth a good ko⸗ 
micht aud (ollie coxrage wage agapuebattaile;atis-exte- 
e coalvercueandmanlints;where- | 
as he might paraduenture in that wycked and daſtardlye, | 
alemvly, bene moſte vndeſerdedly'tome and diſmembzed | 
m cruel toꝛmẽtes. This Caleb vuder p noble captain Ioluz, : 
6 kaure ſcoʒe and fine yeares of age, behaued him 


ia banalinge bis weapon, onto his greate ſkill in mar- 
tiall aft pes. He was of that mynde that hee woulde be⸗ 
ſtawe his daughter (beyng very be wtikull) dppon no man 
in marlage, except on bim whiche conlde ſabdue a ſtrong | 
and mighty citye of his ene myes: and in fine,his byochers 


are that vertue is aceompa ned wythnobilitye; This glos 
tious and psteleſſe p rſonage had in choſynge his ſonne, 
no reſpect to the kinred, but tothe vertue or the mã Foꝛ 5 
name of gẽtilitie taketh bis beginning fred no other thing 
then from gebe pꝛaiſe and due commenvation otvertu . Yee 


this often times haypeneth that the gloxy and renoune of 
ver tus is furelp knitte and tyrd tothe wozthines 6f byꝛth 


nd parentage. So that none could imitate ſo wel oꝛ tom 
o neaxe unto Caleb in pꝛowes and vertue, as bee whiche 
was aeareſtvnto;him through couſanguinity. What bhapp 
peved alter the deach of Ioſueꝛ was not the whole charge 

mnarcial affayꝛes, che ſwaie, and gauer mẽt ofthe whole 
nation appoynted ta the trybe of luda + Tyme would not 
la ice me to recite and ſpeak ot particularly, eache noble. 
wighc of this kamilpe that by bis vertue merited euerlal⸗ 
tinge memoꝛy. I then the definition and nature of trewe 


noble⸗ 
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noblenes whiche J bane fet down, beeuident & true, there 
is no doubt then, but that che ſtocke and erpbe of Iuda ha 
ue attapned the perfection of honour ano ſouer a igutie. 
From thence ſprangivp a nombze ofnoble captaynes, fro 
thence iſſued out moſt wiſe and pꝛudent fathers,frothence 
pꝛoceded many excellent men fox equitye & iuſtice, from⸗ 
thence hath diſcended kinges and pzinces right? wozthye 
and honourable ,and emongeſt the reſt (who J paſſe ouer 
wyth ſilence) the moſt noble and holpe Kinge Dauid , a 
myrroure and ſpectacle of all vertue and godlines . To 
conclude onelp foꝛ the excellencte of their vertue, as long 
as the eſtate of the Jewes floziſhed &cotinued pꝛoſperous 
the kingdome remapne d in this ſtock g family. but to omit 
theſe matters of antiquitp, truel it is moſtclear and ma⸗ 
niteſt. that in holy ſcripture where the glozious wo kes of 
our ſauiour Chꝛyſt ate regeſtred, there is regard made of 
hondure and nabtlity, whereas in ent ringe co ſpeake to 


anpe on, their is mention made of his exceliency and moʒ 


thynes,as appertepuynge to hym wythe whome wee 
baue communication. As: foz example when the An⸗ 
gell e beauenip mefſenger ofGod ſpeaketh thus. 1 oſeph 
tbe ſone of Dauid feare aat:and agayne.Jeſus the ſone of 
Dauid haue mercie vppon vs. Pozeouct Paule ſpeaking 
to the Romapnes, what tyme bee would ſetfozth the ho⸗ 
noure and glozpe af Chꝛiſte as well touchinge bis de nine 
as humapue nature doth ſay that he in reſpecteof his hu⸗ 


manity is diſcended from the ſtock ꝙ houſe ofa kinge . J 


baue of a great many picked out a few examples only to 
auopde pzkſome tediouſnes. Pet not wicbſlanding it map 
appeare by theſe fewe parcells ,thatnoblenes of by2tb, & 
diſtinctt6 of bloud is by auct ar ol gg ſcripture allows 
ed and confyzmed , 


N Dwe Jhaue tomy fmple Mill cbewed ſufficientlye 


the bet grounde and oziginall of nobility, * 
the 
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the foundation thereoffrom that good inclination whiche 
is thzough the benefite ofnaturepzinted'in haughty min» 
des which pf it happely grew and by continuance of cpme 
come to perfectid, it bzingeth foxth'thatnoblenes of birth 
and parentage, whych euery where is ſo muche eſteemed. 
andhonoured. Fo? it is a thing woztbye to be noted (chat 
we ſpeake ſom thinge of this allo) hom murhe autiquitye 
ſetteth kooꝛth the glozye and dignitye of true nobilityas a: 
greatepzofe gconfirmation,thzough þ teſtimony wherofs! 
al wozthp actes and noble enterp2yſes are committed and 
commended to poſterity, Foz thoſe thinges which foz wit 
of memozy baue almoſt bene fozgotten,are moſt higblye 
ok vs eſteemed. ſo that we do much moze admirethcmfor 
thepʒpꝛowes and vallantnes, then that we ſuppoſe many 
ok our tyme not able wpth al labour and induſtrie taenſue 
and imitate. Derehente voth ariſe that great emulation 
recozded in auncit̃t hiſtoꝛys) betwene nationenatid, while 
ſome do vaunt themſelues to haue beene be ponde all me« 
mozp, agayne other ſee ke to dꝛaw al renowne of antiqui⸗ 
tye to themſelues. The Egyptians. did willingly. yelde 
tbe antiquicy to the Phrigianes, and onely exceptinge thẽ 
they baunte themſelues moze auncient then any other na- 
tion. The peple of Arcadia pꝛoteaden to fictions, and fap⸗ 
ned fables. They affirmed thfſelus in auncienty of bath 
to exceede the Moone , That ſhall Ifay ofthe Atheni- 
ans ⁊ whoe did attribute ſd much vnto themſelues fo2 the 
glozy and title ot antiquitie,that they thought chemſelug: 
onelp by that name of righte moſte woꝛzthye to rule all 
Greece. Foz whereas che firſte beginninges of other 
partes of Greece were regeſtred either in ſome memora- 
ble Chzonicle, either in ſome wozthy monumente: onely 
the beginning and oziginall ofthe Athenians could by na 
ſteppes of auncient deſcence tuidently ve traced oute. Afs: 
terwards when they knew that they were beyonde al the 


memozie of man, they were of this optnſon; pcher rg 
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firſle of the lople of that lande, and came not together 
thꝛough the aſſembling and meeting of any ocher people. 
but euer moꝛe from their generation enhabiced their owne 
and natiue country. And foz that cauſe they avozne their 
beade wyth fine nets oz caules garniſhed and wzoughte th 
Graſhoppers of Gould: lignifyinge that as Graſhoppers 
are engend2ed of che ſoyle where they are firſt found, ſo þ 
Athenians came naturally from the place they do inha⸗ 
bite. Fo2 which cauſe they were called the ofſpꝛing of theiz 
owne lande. They were therefoze deſirous of two names, 
as well to ſhewe and manikeſte that there was nothinge 
to bee founde in their aunceſtours that was bozrowed of 
Barbartans and ſtraũgers.as alſo ta the end, they would 
be knawen to excel all other Nations foz the pꝛerogatiue 
of their antiquitie. Mee allo ſee in pꝛiuate ſtockes and 
families howe greatly it auapleth them which ſtande on 
the pointe of their petegree toſhewe the Recoꝛds of their 
Deignozie. Foz it ſemeth athing molt reaſonable, cãnot 
bee denyed that thoſe families are ofmoze honour, whoe 
haue a longer time ſuppoꝛted their countenaunce by ver- 
tue and honeſtie. And this is the cauſe that vyftarte gen» 
tlemen are ſo litle regarded. Which opp)obzious diſdain 


Nomach,ahd an vncollerable loftines,and pet not altoge⸗ 
Ther voide of good reaſon. , Fo} albeit Gentlemen which 
baue bene latelypꝛomoted, excel in vertue, wit, and pol- 
licie, pet doe nat they tary with them ſuch credit, pet haue 

they not that hoze heade,whpch eſpecially in greate famt- 


lies, and noble bloude is fs be eſtemed and honoured, Foz 


euen as we doe chiefely reuerence grape hesres, and elder 
pears, euen lo the auncient rate df nobility ſboulde beare 
the ſway, pozte,and aucthozity, In whiche opinion not⸗ 
wit ge certaine bondes and limittes are to be pit- 
ched. Fo2as feeble. and weake olde age doth impayꝛe the 
fozce of reaſougofmemozy. and vnderſtandinge, and bzees 


commonlpe pꝛoceedeth from a contemptuous and pzouve 


deth 
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verb a diſparagenift ot bonour and dignity:fo che true na · 
ture of glozy and renoume is with lunge time beautiſted, 
but with otter mutch tontinuance bereued of his accufto- 
med light and beautie, Which howe it happeneth J will 
bereafter ſhewe, nowe Jam fozthwith N to folow 


ozderly my intended put pole. 
VVVereas the glozp & dignity of true body hath 
bene declared by me with many excellent and woz* 
thy oznamentes annexed thereunto,it remaineth to be cõ⸗ 
ſidered, whether it be expedift and p2ofttable koi the peo⸗ 
ple to be gouerned by the will and auctoꝛity ok noble men. 
Foꝛ it map ſeeme vnto man a thinge moſf vniulk and be 
ſides reaſon, that whereas all men are by nature veſirous 
ok liberty, and volde of the yoke of bondage, they ſhoulde 
be reſtreined ol they freedome, and chourde be fozced by 
lawes to obep others, and not folow their owne will and 
pleaſure: eſpecially whereas menot honour and bighe de⸗ 
gree foz the moſk parte da moſt infolently abuſe theit tal 
linge, both thꝛougb pride, and ambition, and ate founde 
captaines to all miſchiefe and cruelty, But that I maye 
moze plainly expꝛeſſe the ſame, it is to be conſidered not ſu 
mutch that which map augment the weale of any pꝛiuate 
(dan rather that which Kh may enrich the ſlate of man · 
Kinde, and p2eſerue.the lame in wealth and felicity, Foz | 
loke what thinge foener apperteineth to the pꝛeſeruati⸗ 
on and welfare vfall POR ee bt eee 
ble 117 715 n Ae Fox it may 
not be that any one parte oz pitt ark wert 
ſhoulde be ſounde an 0 >,where thew er ther⸗ 
of is greuoully afflicted and annoyed, But it 
and member of a comnjonweale bee Nen 6 bp fo 
longe as the eſtate ot p whole de ſoflve pperfect;tt m 
ſonet be reſtoꝛed to his foymer keller: But that wemey 
dhe 
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of Aſia they held the ſoueraignetp, rule, and goverment, 

Whiche power, aud pyincipality was fone tottered and 

bꝛougbt ta ruin, tbꝛougb -t heimtallerabie pde and ame 

bilton of foe who ſought to lde 5 bumoures of others, 

and to be accoumpted people pleaſers. Amongeſt wbom 

Pericles is named, who although be did rxteli in Orato- 

rie, and was wondzed at foz his ſweete tongue & fine vtte⸗ 
afice,and was ſkyliful 

E id bocl whe t miſchlefe he-bzought to the country 
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ther ſome baniſhed, manp llapne and put to cruell death, 


who bad in their lines eh2oughe great vertue and puil⸗ : 
ſance, victszioufly conquered the enemy, nobly defendeng 
they councrye. This calamity was great and intollera- 


ble. that the body ofthe weale publique ſhould be bereued 
rity of nobles was aboliſhed, who would haue wzought 


Therefoze whereas ſage heades mighte not pzentaple, 


where cutthzoces were counſellers, where fury and mad 


nes ietted vp and doune vapuniſhed, no miſchtefe caulde 


be imaging na miſery veuiſev, wherewith chat countrye |} 


was not ouerwhelmed andcleaneoverflowen. Fo2 when 


ple, that at che ſame tyme they pꝛoclaimen battaple with 
no leſſe daunger againſt Sicilia, Nycias notwithſtandinge 
with many peeres and noble counſellers perſuadinge che 
contrary. Meretoꝛe they moꝛthely ſuſteined in that la- 
mentable ſiege of Syracuſa, not onely the loſſe of their 
honoure, but the ruin ok theit houſes, landes, and poſſeſſi- 
ons and fell pitetully into greate wo⸗ and miſery: and be- 
inge at the length thzough ſevition and ciuill battaile yt- 
terly waſted 4 coſumed with many bitter ſcourges x ter 
rible afflictions, laſte with great languoz and heantnes 


mple⸗ 


preſerved and increaſed the weale publig at) by obſcure 4 
men and diſpoſed co al kinde of vilſatmy. Foz in the whole 
commonwealth of Athens after the eſtate thereok was 
miſerably rent in peeces,no one was to be foũde, whiche 
was moned with the lone of vertue, agayne which did not | 
conceiue hatred and indignation, againſte his metchev, 
and bugratfull councey. Where/at length the myſerye | 
grewe ſo great and violent, that ſome were openly dam 
niſied andveterlyſpopled of their gods and poſſeſſions,09 2? 


of bis pꝛincipall aud moſt excelleatpartes, that the auto- 


the remedy and pzeſernatſon of their mounded couutrey, 


the citty of Athens was aſſaulted with moſt terrible and ; 
cruell warres,and that all Greece had conſpired agayn 
them,it came co paſſe by the farye and outrage of che peo- | 
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5 diſplaced, what was i 


7 when.it 
monwesle, thereby to augmente bis pzivate gayne, tben 
tell they from labour, and woꝛldelp byſints to a ſloutbhiui 
and lopteringe life, they repairtd to ſlagtplapes and tem- 
modies, and yſed other vapne pleaſurc,whichdecairdthe 


memop of 


$$ ©® eee eee eee eee AO TS 


eee nv 


* native — bat other thinge doe they which vio · 


p wcalthes e 


Oh cutll Nobility. 18, 


ys —— the thirty Tye: 
ten (boſe gods carefuls' 

Ip + dad but 85 — — immoderate deſire ot 
the frentike people? Whole-furyand madues was ſuche, 
Wb by nofexcenmreltreing of la we, they coulde be indu⸗ 

ed to haue anxcart a regerde vf the common tſtate. Fox 
lawfvll fo2 cuery-odd feiowe to robł the tũ- 


loue pf bert. 


and did utietiy extingeu ſh and put aut the 
themian tenonme, and their aunciente 
iguity. Where foze not manye perores att r, that nation 


5 which bad foyled ſo many-ar mies of the Per fans, whiche 
! wzought lomauy noble ages, which obteined the Empire 
> euer all Greece, was by the Macedonians(an obſcure;and 
= vnknowen people at that tyme)ſubducd vtterly, and con» 
founded. The lit ſt and pꝛincipall canſe of thisſogreatea 
= Calamity was the leude, and iuentious liſe of the people. 

= Amongeſt the men of Sparta alſo ( toſpeske ſome thinge 


of them) many wozthy and noble aces ba ue bene wꝛongbt 


bp the Ninges aud Pꝛincts. es well againſt ebeir enc- 
mpeg, as alſo with their (ubiects, profitable to their c6- 
monwealth, and meritinge exerlaſtinge fome and mt mo⸗ 
x · Du ide other fide the EphorIi whee bythe elegjovof þ 


people came to theit office of dignity,. did greatly anne & 
4mpoueriſhe the inhabytaunces of thtir countrey, while 
they ſeekinge greodely their owne pʒiuate gaine and com 
modit p, did pzocuretbe vtser ruin and Lndo!ygetotheir 


late tt infrin 


ue awes, whereupon the ſafegard 
ok all men dep 


deth, then vtte rlye cuerturnt the ton mõ 
wheras Lycurgus bad ozdained mas 
a 2 vp 


Thefirſte _ 


ny good lawes and ppoficable t th S. onfy to bling tbem 
to labour. honeſtit, and vertu:tht e res al. 
ter his time cozrupted with volup nr ſthye lu - 
tre which two are peſtiferous and mole hurcfull co anye | 
common wealth)abolchev his moſt excellent detrees, aud 
cauſed his lawes to be ot none effect. Mhieh fact caulev 
their honour and dignitie Tovenſycofall to the 2 
And when certayne kinges woulve effablith? anevr'the | 
lawes of Lycurgus, ubich were abzogated, - and rooke 
counſell howe to refozme their dillolute lyfe ,fmmediatly 
they were ol the Ephori viſpatchedand cruelly! murdered. : 
So it came to paſſe that ebe common wealthe of Athens 
whiche for a long cyme floꝛiſheb in bondure, pompe; uns 

nobility, and was furniſhed wyth many fatbers excel | 
all other in the wozlve in witce,leatninge,and iudgement, 
and had vdefenvedit wpth greace glo2y, was now inough 15 
— ok the ſubiects, made labiecte to all villanp and 

ry, 


V Yo $oitde 3 neede in this ode este of the 
Romayness wheras i: is confeſſed of all men that 
nothing did ſo muche ouerthꝛowe the floziſhinge eſtate of 
tbat noble Cicye as when the ſabictes rebelled agapuſte 
their rulers and pzinces, That Emppꝛe therfoze which 
was ſirſt bythe puiſaice of pzinces'purchaſed,then main⸗ 
-tayred and amplefied by the Senate Elders; was ſhojs 
telye bzought toconfaſian thꝛough the ſeditioub and tro- 
bleſom p2ople. Foz when the vnſattable deſire of the frens- 
tike people waxed ſo extreme ę outragious that it ene . 
be kept vnder by no la wtul gonernnift and pollitike coũ · 
ſel e w's geuen in hope of p1ap to andes thꝛough the ſe 
ditious o2ations of people pleaſers they fenred not ( ſo | 
tyte)to violate and bzeake the Lam d God aud man. 


they might content e ſatiſfy chefr luſt and aphe · N 
This cauled the Tridunes to bee ſeditious;this encoura- 
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Of ciuill Nobility. 16. 
Cedthecq the great detti ment — — 
to maketajues touching diſtt 


(bution 
the, — which were 5 cbieſe-authozs 
calamitpes where with after that time the comon wealth 
was ouerflawen, ; All whith ſtorre and huxliburly as it 


— fetal ldeſteny grewe daplpe moze and maꝑe bat ill 
— ius whole xalgne althaugb it was verye 
lamentable, yet did it open a way to muche moze milchile 


beſyve, yy pf yon eto Iulius Ceſar. Bou 
ſee the cim wealth of Athens ſome time maſt 1 
ee ee noble; tbe Citye of Rome 
time much cenouned to haue hene ha hpelv be on 
. E-maincened by ppinres v nobis ger ſanages 

- agapne wene tbꝛeug bee nabeay — — 
lerably ſpoiled beter de confounded, Thich greas 
miſery andintollerable miſchtefe is not one iy (eng in thoſe 
Cities, but alſo in other places,. fc where the people hath 
leall to doe in a common wealth, there the eſtate of that 
countſpe ig found molt ſtable and parmanente.Wherbps 
| ic kolowech chatthe gouerniment of che vulgar auy.coms 
| mon people is nerp eaſe ly ouexthꝛowen, and ſcarcely en; 
— che tyme ol one gener gtia n. But the rule ofa king 
is not ſubiect to otten alteration, and doth as it were con⸗ 
linue fo2 euer. Dame men wil here obicct agaynſt — 
Aleibiades and Critias, wu were the, ptter ſubuerſion 
ouerth;pine.ofthev2.uacinecountryaels Þ ange 
trapterouſo conſpy3edagapult aliGre ce; oꝛilla aud Ce- 

i ſar uyth many ſuch like who were renonned foz thepz hos 
x nopr and nobylity,buc yct beyng entangled with ambiti 
þ and oute ot megſuxe 


— 
— A 


— * 


led 

— — of rute 
and guttboꝛitye, ſpared not co ſpayle.crueltye,thelr rien 
— Anal conn. Force coufelle that 
wany btinons acts hang ben enterpzplep,much.milchiete 
commiteed and wiengbt by ſoche as were ofbighe.degres 
and Acehaſtpes Nepthex SW VIEW AH Tele: Fomache 
TREATS) ichw 
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ne he —— hen Ou 


to eiiaip auv ius ſie 
eee e en eee 
pn — Foy tuety noble 
hath F 
to fpoyle his as wyſevonte, wealth 
und fozrituve. tor weft the mal 


IF wiavge, 
vt be \viifictfel Jene fm, u 5 
— == dughe chen kuryr nut ng 


wound tountr pe, dut beyng oneoin vaſeey olotter 
vndoyng, bey are able by ne neanesto ſan#it/07 teftoze 
it 90 —— ͤ—ꝛ1—c6E— 
e the 


re not one ye thꝛougb p good incting cle oerb yy 0 
1 bun alfo r}jovgh che lor or derte ſalamev 
with thffice and As * 
to alu, and to knit bh al in one wow) doe dupely cõ⸗ 
ſiver che office and duty ok a nddle perſonage , what is hee 
= be ne ner ſo vilanos a berlet oꝭ turſed eaytineWwoly 


willfgiy odey tber wil'#aur0ziti. Ney who wil not ru 
Abe p body bf a cõm d weatthito/be geuerned by 
u encofiſel. 20 whoſoever is of ſoa leu 
niphbe, ns to think tt not u thinge melt needku e pꝛo- 
abi, e confozmable to the pzotection of - 
and modeſke gonerfiour; who loz his 
den ae e [is 
| Ant „out rather cozrupted: 
with Myrna ers dis tot and 
foule demtundur molenl the guirt eltat ok tye country. Foy 
khere' is notbing in the vntuer lol woyldt chat is moze apt 
topzeſerue ide common locletyeol men then 5 —4 
teno 


4 8 5 


——— j ——— lf booty. 
uile . 'Truely Jam of that mende that noeuill map be 
compared ta letuitude: but it is one thinge to ſerue, and 
another ta obere. Fm cher is greate odds between g 
Londe ande gatdian. CTbe gardian is cxtetull lo the ſa⸗ 
ſegard of choſe wbo are committed to bim to be detended, 
the lozd onely doch reſpect bis viuate commodity. E- 
ven la the loyalty and obedience of bym that is free great 
Iye dyflerethe frame the bondage of bym that is ſeruple, 
Fdz ſervitude is the ſlaue wanting will free - 
election foloweth the tammaundement aud becka of his 
ode, any baui nge no choyſe repyueth at his loꝛdes anc» 
tozitye- But it is the pꝛopertye of a liberal nature to 
peelde all dutpe and treue rence ta them whiche doth extell 
other in knowledge and wiſedom. and to whom foz a long 
tyme haue bene committen the care and cuſtodye of many 
people. And as the ſiche man doch no maner of: ſeryice 
to the Phiſicion ,but willingiye foloweth bis aduiſe any 
councell, becauſe he hal thereby be reſtgzed to health:and © 
as the paſſenger obepeth the maſter of che ſbippe, and the 
ſouldier bis captaine-ſo'it behouetba multitude well diſ- 
poled to peeſd them ſelues wholp into the bandes of right 
noble and wozthp perſonages; Foz che people thzough 
their dull wits and byutiſh nature cannot percepue what 
is p2ofitable epther to themſelues.oꝛ fo2 their countrye: 
on the other ſide þ noble mpnd is not onely the wozker of 
pꝛeſent pzofite, but alſo thzough great fozeſight pꝛeuents 
imminentdaunger.Furthermoze the people hath no taſte 
oz feelinge of honoure and renoume, and glozpe, excepte 
they be by ſome ſfrayght law bzydeled, and therefoze are 
moſt couetous and giut co al imppetie, and in the defence 
ol their countryeareofno ſtoute & hardye Romache. On 
the other ſyde the noble bloude is inflamed with 2 — 
ent 


FP 


— ls pg 
intel ligence tu al wozthy and noble 


Ede — nanntnea = theieDarkes to 


batrtople, ſcoutginge ann killinge he denouaceth-:Thered 
foze as'the ſtomach and courageof a luſty hozlk doth mot 
appeare, when bee peeldeth to be guided by tbe will of a 
ſkilltull ter: And as we ſuppoſe our minde to bee beſt 
ſetled, when will to reaſon geueth toe 2 Any 
as we thincke a houſhoudetobe well oer to, whe mit lea 
netb tothe aduiſed diſpoſition ot a wiſe and care full bouſs 

nn So mult we perſuade oure ſelues that the 
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* euate o the then dered |. 
2 * 
8 ande d, when 191 
« 
: - 
- . + a 
f | 
* Mg 
4 FF . - 
- 1 — I 4, 
* ” & 
| ' 
F 1512 
” 
MS | 
F s : 
* 
. * 4 by 
© w | Tz i 7 e ' 
- i : * . F 1 
9 : * ? « © 
. 
„ 3 
: 4 CYC1 
, | 
; #* 4 * A #» * 1272 7 - « © . da Aq4 m 6 1 a e 
1 n # 3 4 x , 4 2 . F | 
, a . ” + ww J;; vs 60 * 
—_ « * Y £ 4 * £ * * 
1 s : . 4 1 1 4 9399 2 19 
— 4 * 0 * A ; a 22 „ 20 $3 #13 
4 * . 9 * 7 * * 0 6 + 17 - 1 5 , " F. 
: . 148 " i % iS 4 4 4 PL $1 
3 " 
* 
. * : 
* 
* 
- 
. 
1 ö Gs Ch 2 * * . . =; Ta * * 9 . 1. * Fo 
4. * 0 HS by "s Tan" 3 ; e ; a, 2 4 
WEIS * +, Teas, „ der ; * 
bs #4 Lt N fa 6 4 mw 1 us a d I . FN "4 K. * 
| Sen hier: a * 3 93 n 9 i 5. l * | 
k 4 2 = A * F 5 * * Fw ” ö 2 “ ER * 4 % Y 
} \ > * 1 9 
"WP = 8 8 . N 
_ * "a N * n 2 


k ö were attributed and 


Hat 3 RI, 
efficacie ot true Nobilitit is (Le · 
wis moſt noble ſᷣ ſamaus Pꝛince) 
Je how firft beinge bied ꝙ foſtered 
75 vy wozthines- of witte., and excels 
& /2/ lencie of-vertue, it attayned the 
oO I bigbeſt place of tongur and feue: 

I raingtie :and hawe the —— 


ned and linked to the Gods, and — — 
ple tities c enũgnes in all wel governed comon weallhes 
1 geuen thereunto: IJ haue alreadye 
not one ly by teſtimonies ot excellent Poets, and manife ſte 
pꝛeſidents ot aunt tente Rerozds, but allo byauchozicie of 


holy Scripture aboundantly declared and confirmed ſuf- 


much antiquitie might pꝛe 
dat they who wert ol 


E ficiencly And after J had pucdowne in wiitinge hows 
ualle fo? che furtheraunce and 
ſectinge fozth of true Mabilitie, I declared conſequentlye 
bighe degree and noble parentage 
were not onelp bozne to beare rule, and ſitte iu the place of 
Maileſtie, but alſo that the ſecuritie, ſafegardt. and pzeſer- 
uation of the people was then beſte kept and maintapned, 
when the whole gouernmente was pelded vnto worthy & 
Ro ble perſonages. But foz as much as there is nothing 
in this wozla certaine, ſtable, and pcrmanent,but al thin 
ges are fraple,mutable, aun much ſybiect to alterati ace Y 
map not be that Nabilitie, and the glozy thereof,oulve 

continue alwapes and be cuerlaſting. Nobilitie ther- 


* (4s mol part of other Hinges tu the ſtate he 
"tto 
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| An Iberer 2 
toy ofms ii regte | 


rtaine pzime and | 
youthlpEftate.then riper yeares enſue, and old age folo - 
weth, laſt of all death waſteth and conſumeth all vtterly, *' 
lo that no pꝛinte oz ſigne appeareth of auncient Nobility, | 
Wee ſee therkoze that many families which were in time 

barbarous, obſcute, and litle reckoned ol, are excedig · 
pe ſtirred vp and enkind led to purchale pꝛapſe and winne 
giosie.Againe other wee ſee ſcarcelyvphold the renowne 
of their aunceſtoꝛs, other daily cracke theit credite moze 
and moze, and being ehzowen headlonge downe at !ength * 
areertinguiſhed vtterly, which Glaucus by the _ ok 
Homer noteth vaco vs in this maner. ? 


0 fonteſt of the Grerian campe; why ſerchaſt our =o 
Since that ech mortalrace moſt like is to the leanes inſpring: 
Some, ſmalleſt breath&blaſt of wids the ſkattreth fro the tree. 
Some ebe * the 5 do grow wwhes trees their branches 


Grag. 
So chimnite doths nowe ment fare dduannce;nowe downe doth 


 (headlong fling, 


J p2ap yon doth there at this pꝛeſent appearein any place 
any (inall token ofthe pꝛogeny okolde and auntient kami⸗ 
ties? all thoſe which baue deſcended krom Fabius, Iulius, 
Paulus, Metellus, & Scipio are together with tbe gloꝛye 
and pompe of the Romaines ſovaniſhed, and as it were 
buried in the pit of obliuion, that if any man which now lis 
ueth will a Hirme himſelke to be of their race, oꝛ ioyned to 
them in birthe and conlanguinitie is a like ſkoffed at, as it 
be d1d defend tbe dꝛea me, and peuiſhe phantaſte of Pycha- 
gotas. After thoſe noble and wozthy wightes whom J 
haue already ſpoken of were extinguiched, ſucee den many 


other ok like kame and eſtimation, who alſo thzough tract 
ok time, æ continuance of many peres were vtterly foꝛgot / 


ten, againe other after their time were aduaunced to ho⸗ 
nour, 


ö 


krowardnes of Foztuue, either thzougbe olde age withe⸗ 


which vtterly extinguiſheth the clear. 
ok aücient families, vefozethe.courſe of nature doth, 
quire, As expcrience ttacheth in thoſe wbo by duermu 
wine bibbinges impayze their bodies health, and thzoug 


reued of his wonted grace and accuſtomed bzightncs;e 


indu 
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nour,of wh nowziter repozteth, Mbich thing 


ppenech 


the byitle @ fraile condictonof nature, thzougbe the muta · 
bilitie whereof it cõmeth to paſſe that theeſfate of woz{d» 
ly thinges may in no wyſe be perpetuall and cuerlaſting: 


ce a) 


tbey come to perfcction are cutof thzough the 


red, waſted e bzought to nothing. The ſecond cauſe maye 
be imputed to impietie it ſelfe and abundaunce of vices, 

'phing bzighrnes 
nature doth lor 


ſoperfluitie ; unmoderatenes of belly checre (as it were 
with a den dlpe poiſon)p2ocure their owne bane g vtter de⸗ 


-trucioa..Whexfoze it is requiſite and neceſſary to ſearth 


aut diligencly the qualities and vertues whereby wee at- 
tapne nobilitit, ſo will the vices whereby ic is loft and be⸗ 


ſones appeare. But here Imap ſomething doubte leaſt 


this mp diſcourſe may ſeeine to deſetue iuſt repzebenſſon, 


betauſe it map at the lirſt ſhe w appereconirary to it ſelfe, 
wheras in our ſirſt entrie this aſſertion we maintepned, 
no man'was.to be accompted bonourable,excepte ent 
firſt deſcend from ſome noble line and family, Which if i 
be true, neither he which is bozne ol low degree and baſe 
parentage may by anp meanes be honourablegneicher be 
whodelcendeth fromnoble race,mape pers bis owne 
(ry attaiue renown &.glozy but defende onely arid 
maintapne carefully the Nobilitie, gotten and purchaſed 
by the manhode andpuiſſaunce of bis zunceſours. Theſe 
arc the ſcruples and doubtes wherewith ſome mape bee 
ledde to argue mce of AGRI and inconſtancie. is 
+ 2, 9 ut 


22s 


v8 
toy two cauſes eſpecially. The firſte and eel cauſe 1s 


but alt thinges as A baue befoze declared are ful of chaii- 
ges and alterations: In ſo muche that thep.cither befoze 


> 4 I" 2 
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But A in good ſooth am not he. which vo beleue thoſeone ⸗· 

4s Ty which arecomonly called Gentlemen tobe by naturall 3 

. inclination apte to vertue and valiauntnes, whereas the 

j + 8 : 
. mendable actes, the wozthines whereof notwithſtandinge 


is ſurely grounded on vertue. Foz like as we attribute to 
2 the ſeede and carnell in the ground the cauſe and gener ati ⸗ 
4 on of the Tree: ſo we deeme the wozthy and noble parent, 
1 though generation, to poure on his poſteritie ſome part 
. f ok true Nobilitye, which then appeareth molt liuely and 
"ot floziſhing, when it is thzoughe good ſtudies and exerciſes 
bꝛought to perfection. And where we would haue nobili⸗ 
; tie to bee highlye eſteemed and honoured, becauſe it doth 
* commonly exceil in vertue: truly dure meaninge is, that 
0 Uertue which ts wozker and cauſer of ſo noble a qualitie, 
doth deſerue greate hononr and eſtimation, which manye 
times wee lee ot noble men, let paſſe and fozſaken,and of 
ſuch exteedinglye embzaced, who are not commended vn. 
to vs fo; their noble pꝛogenie , Foz no doubte it is not 
kounde true in all, that the loftie and hautie minde which 
is ſeene in Nobility doth eftſones ſtirre them vppe to the 
wn foteofUercue, neither would we haue eſtabliſhed that o⸗ 
* Pf pinion, but that we chiefely meant, chat was founde moſte 
vſaall and generall. Notwithſtindinge Gertue from 
Nobility fraighte and beautifyed with vertue, differech 
*. | in this one pointe ; that the pꝛayſe and commendation of \* 
3 bertue belongeth to euerp pziuate © finguler perſon, but 
| noblenes is found moze ample and large, and concerneth 
the honour aud magnificence,of a whole ſtocke and fami- 
tie . Therefoze there mape happelpe arpſe ſome late 


1 and new made gentleman endued with al kinde ol vertue, 
who 


> 
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Of ciuill Nobilitie. 23. 
who allo tbꝛougb his wozthines mape beare ſuch a coun- 
tenaunce,that amonge all men hee map onely excell: pet 
notwithſtanding becauſe he is the ſirſt of that linage,may 
not be reckoned amonge noble men . But after that ma⸗ 
ny of the ſame family ſhall bee founde by his enſample co 
be inflamed with the loue of honour and glozie, then at the 
lenxch that exceeding bzightnes of true audperfecte Ro⸗ 
blenes ſhal ſhine,and gliſter moſt glozionſly, Theref2ze at 
the firlk hee is called a man endued with much gentlenes 
and curteſle, in no wyſe a noble man. That, that maye 
be the difference which the Grecians make betweene one 
that is a noble Gentleman, and a gentleman. Foz the lat⸗ 
ter hath relation to the woꝛthines of the minde, and the o⸗ 
ther ſignifyeth the honour and dignitie of the race and fa⸗ 
milie. Therkoze as one we termenot a number, but the 
beginning ok a number: ſo that firſt man we ſuppoſe and 
fudge woꝛthy of chiekeſt honour, but pet no noble man, but 
rather an authour ę beginner of Nobilitie vnto his race 
and ofſpxinge. Thich name and title Imp ſelfe know 
not, whitzer I map eſteeme karre and in many degrees to 
exceede and paſſe the other. Mherekoze that is moſte 
cleare and manikeſte, that neicher that is falſe which wee 
befoze put downe in wꝛyting, and this alſo which v e now 
take in hande toexplicate and ſet fo2th, doth beare wpth it 
credite of vndoubted trothe . Foz that famous man who 
thzough the excellencie of his nature applyed himſelf firſt 
to the ſtudie of reaowne anvglozie, albeit commonly he 
be not termed noble, when not withſtandinge hee hath at⸗ 
tained great fame and commendation, and hath left to his 
pꝛogenpe the tokens andenſignesofvertue doth ſeeme to 
haue layd a notable foundation of Robilitie, and with bis 
vertudus actes to haue geuen a cleare lighte, and purcha⸗ 
led true kame to his poſteritie. Now therkoꝛe it remay- 
neth that we know by what meanes this ſo noble aduaſi⸗ 


ling ol his ſtocke and kinred maye happen to him who is 
the 


— 
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the firſt rayſer ot his family to the higbe r paincely place 


of honour & Nobilitie. Mo doubt (that I may aunſwere 


bꝛie fly) by rhe ſame meanes where by it is maintepned and 
pꝛiſerued. But it is ſapd beloꝛe, that Nobilitie is a kin⸗ 
red cxcelling in moſte rare and pꝛincipall vertues. And 
thoſe accoꝛding to the opinion of Ariſtorle the moſte lear- 


ned Philoſopher, J atcompt pꝛincipall vertues which are 


octupied about the pꝛeſetruatiũ of comon ſocietie,thzough 


which alfo the ſafetie and ſccuritie of men ts beſt kept ans 


maintapned. But he which thzough pꝛiuate education is 
verye well crayned, and well inſtructed with pꝛeteptes of 
mozalitie, may of good right be termed a geod and vertus 
ous man:but pet by other qualities he ſhall never pꝛoture 
great pꝛapſe, and woztbpnes, except heappliethemto the 


pꝛolite cõmoditie of the weale publique. Fo2 if ue wire 
bone one ly fo2 our owne ſakes and our owne comodities,. 


it were ſullicient that we ſought the adus uncement al our 


owne ſelues, and tde mefer ment of thoſe which are contei⸗ 
ned within our owne family. But wheras we are mouey 


by the inſtinct of Mature to helpe and pꝛoſite other, be ſees 
meth beſte to haue diſcharged the dutie to bim aſſigned, 
whoſe labour, ffudpe, and diligence hath bin imploped in 
matters of great waight and impoztaunce to the benefite 
and wealthe of bis uatiue tauntry. Mot fo2 that truly þ 
the bertue of any pꝛiuate man ſhould bie deſpyſed and ſet 
at noughte: foꝛ by his good aduiſe and counleil if not all, 
pet ſome parte of the common wealth as bis owne houſe 
family is well ruled and ozdered. But wberas the vertue 
and wiſedome of this pꝛiuate and peculiar man is contep⸗ 
ned wythin the bound and walles of bis ownehouſe, and 
extendeth it ſelfe no further, it ſeemeth good reaſon that 
the like honour and dignitie ſhould not be due to him, that 
is to ſome other, whole vertues are founde moze vniuere 
ſall and generall,and whoſe minde tsmoze occupied with 


the carefull cauſe of his common wealth. Fozallmen 


would 
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of great extremity by thep2 greate papnes and trauaile ts 
be aſſiſted. There foze by knowledge of ciuill affayzes and 


experience. there was made a certaine entrie to this kinde 


* þ He chiekelt and moſt pzincipall part therefoze of ctuil 
gouernement is iuſtice, which hath in it ſelfe che grea- 
keſt ano moſt apparaunt ſhew ot vertue. The admiration 


 whereofdid in che beginning ſo greatly excite,# irre vp 


the minds ol men, that they ſurrendercd they goods and 


poſſeſſions into the hands of ſome eſpeciall pteres, vbom 
aboue all other they did honour and reuerence. Foz thus, 


when we treate ok vertue, we vſe to diſpute. The tyme 


bath bin when men like barbarians haue lyued in woods, 
open fields, and deſolate places, withaut politique rule, x 


tiuill gouernment: neyther embzacinge religion noꝛ by 


mutual loue and dutie ſhewing theyz humanity: Nothing 
das done ia choſe dapes, by due oꝛder of reaſon and diſci⸗ 


pline but moſt matters were executed violentip,whereas 


krantique and furious headines had the vpper hand. Whe 


then robberies were rife, murthers infinite,# thoſe who 


 tnfozce and ſturdines paſſed other, would afflict and trou⸗ 


ble iniuriouſly the weaker ſozte,and theyz whole lyfe come 
paſſed wyth innumerable miſchiefes , all they which had 


recep ed the greater # moze greeuous iniurpes beſought 
lhe alliſtaunce ofſome one man in witte and pollicy excee⸗ 
ding other, whom they percepued to be vnto the reſt as ic 
were a lanterne of Juſtice, a myzroure of mpldnes t cur- 


telte . This Patrone and ſuppoꝛter ot right, when he had 
taken on bim the charge of thoſe ſeely ſoules miſerably # 
ſuppliantly peldingrhemſelues,edeclared vnto them the 


earneſt deſire he had to take awap pillages e rovberies,# 
Nude! tore: 


— uo 
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mighty men e ſimpler ſozt - it came to paſſe that as many 
as tenderd their peculiar liberty, and ſoughte their owne 
ſecurity and quietnes, ſuppoſed him io de the defence and 
bulwarke of their ſafety & pꝛoſperous eſtate, whoſe fame 
moſte flouriſhed foꝛ iuſtice and equity. From this foun- 
tayne therfoze and head ſpꝛing ofiuſtice, ilſued out the pos 
wer and auctozity ot Kinges, and the pzerogative of p2in- 
tely gouerument:berebente pzoceeded the high degree of 
Nobility : herehence ſoueraingtie and the cauſe of all re- 
nowne e glozy was deriued : ſo that there is no one ſtocke 
moge aunciente o2 mote excellente, then the petegree of 
Ringes, which thzough their owne vertue and vallaunc- 
nes abandoned al barbarous crueltie,reducing the people 
to good 02der and ciuilitie. Whoſe moſte deuine nature 
Heſiodus bauing in great admiration, in his Booke inti- 
tulet the Genealogie of the Gods,fetcheth the line and deſ⸗ 
cent ol Pꝛintes, from Iupiter himſelfe. Which opinion 
indgemente of his, hath benalſo reteyued of many, in ſo 
much that they did molt certainly ſutmiſe, that hee coulde 
not but deſcende from the Gods, wbich moſte of all other 
excelled in vertue. Foz it is repozted that AEacus, Minos 
and Rhadamanthus, were iudged to be the ſonnes of ſus 
piter, they were ſo much of all men fox their tuſtice mags» 
nifped: who as the Pocts do fapne are ſapde toappoirte 
lawes to the infernal ſpirites. So much did antiquity, 
yea even amonge the veuils and helliſhe hounds belt ue, 
ſeueritie of Lawes and fozce of iuſtice was expedient and 
neceſlarp to reftraine the vnbʒidled deſires of a diſozdered 
multitude. Pittacusof Mytilene was thzough bis per⸗ 
fect lkill and experience in iuſtice, aduaunced tothe btghe 
eſtate of a ruler. Which thinge alſo befell to Numa P6- 
pilius being at Rome, foꝛ by bpꝛight dealing and ſuppoz» 
tinge of inſtice, hee was thoughte aud pzoclaymed by the 

| whole 
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whole conſent of the Romaines warchelyte lutetedt Ro- 


mulus in the | ſtate of royal maieſty. That netdeti mee 
here to ſpeake of Lycurgus, Draco, and Solon, that 'Y 
omit in mcave-white tomake any meneion of Mercutic, 
” Phoroncus, and divers other, who baue beene longe time 

befoze,which baue wought the ſafegraroe and pꝛtſeruati⸗ 
on oktheir Citizens, vy pꝛeſt tibinge lawes and ozdinavn- 
2 cts,audhaue thereby be ne aduaunced to great hondur, x 
: baut purchaſtdtotheir poſterity perpetuatfame ann me⸗ 
mo. There fe to perſwade our ſelues that no one ver- 
= guedeſerneth the line pꝛehtminente, eycher is a like to be 


pdonouted, itis hereby io te ſwne, that tach hunde of vertue 


* 11 Juſtite hath lol bis honour and eſtimati⸗ 
„ wheroas Juſtpce o lone, ſecluded from other ver⸗ 


— Nil bizeſpeciall grace and dignity. 0 


ö moſe whereof Jwighte alledge a number of examples, 
dut becauſe Imtant tovſe byeutty, I wil fande-onely vy- 
öt wo. Aruus of Sicyon aithougb bim ſelſe hetd no Em · 
— Jud let gotte ſuch re⸗ 
nume chat bpthy indgement oral men be mig be be 
parep with the chiefeſt ol all that euer ra ruled, 
be in bis lile time was euer pꝛeſt to wage battaſle againſt 


 dpzantes-and wicked and diſozpered Citizens neither 
wes lore 


i'refuſed bein the vefenceof the lawes-of 
tpme'to veuture bis ltr. Ariſtides:who was al 
before. the time of Aratus, w 
2 honouredfo2 hs pꝛeſeruation of 


—— 


cles, though famous fo2 bps valiaunt Aces, wes neuer 
moze bighlp reverencedthenbe. Mherebp ee 


plalne that thert is uo maymqe cortaise thenthis,es 


lurge out honour andgluzp.2: Dx no wote h mepe teadilye e 


eee ee eee 


| Na. and immediately ative 
rage; which confilteth {tr da 


2 9 is 
[3 ” 


'Julkice, a balſaunte con” 
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2 woꝛthelx tothe big belt ſteppe al henoure 
and dignity F q; it is a matter ot no (mall 4mpoztaunce 
ſo listle to eſteeme of life as to beſiome it willitigely and 
cheretgily fo the ſafegarde and pꝛeſeruation ot all men, 
And ta refuſe pz feare fox tbe wralih al our country no daũ 

ger oz terrout of the ent my. Mheretoꝛe almoſte tuerne 
man which is inllamed with the loue of glozp,and deſireth 
greately reno nne, doth employ his labour moſt:arneſtip 
.to;theſtudy of chiualry and martiall aff iires. Fo: the re⸗ 
cozdes and 62denaunces of antiquity doe plainly and ma⸗ 
nifeſtly ſhewe, that there hath bene no glozy ſo greate, no 
renomne ſu honourable in anye well gouerned common⸗ 
wegleb, ast bat mbych bath beeue attributed to valiaunt- 
nes aud fogtitude: Of purpoſe to pꝛouoke and pꝛicke foꝛe- 
wardes each manly wight willingely'to take weapon in 
bande. and ts repell the iniury and foꝛte of the enempe. 
On the other ſide chere were koz daſtardes euen by verpe 
geod inaunces maſt bittet taũtes and — . 
Aufl apnoincted. There wasn olde time amonge 

cedonians a lame! omeynedz that hee who had not in 
fight of-battaile-ouercame one; ſhoulde in the ſight of all 
men be truſt vp with a balter. The Scythians at thepꝛ (a- 
Arep and ſalempne feaſtes, mould not haue any man touch 
of 8 tar lediabaute: mhich had not in 
attatleſhe med ſome ligne of a warlike and valiauutcou- 
—— the Rmazones ms ꝑraunted liberty to 
marrp ;excepte ſhe had inwarrevaltayatly vanquiſhed an 
enemy. Solon àlſo made this decree, that their childzen, 
«whoſe fachers had ſoſt their liues fightinge in the defence 
Haus comopweaith;ſhould be bꝛougbt vp:atthe:charge 
of the cam mon treaſurye : Whiche was moſt wiſely vſed 
and pꝛactiſed in many other great and famous Citties. 

Fo2 molt wiſely was it thought ot Solon, the wileſt of che 
Grecians, that t at ſecurity-and-pzeſeruation of a common 

HAR 
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by this. wicked and de ſpe rate perſans are rtilraintv) and 
vy tbe other noble natur: s and floʒiſbing wittes ate moꝛe 
nehementiy ſtirred vp, tothe e mmatinge of vertue and 
boneftp; It bach bene thrvefo2e bp devine pꝛouidente eta ⸗ 
bliſbed of aui e fo;efalbers ꝙᷣ in bat kinde of men ſo tuer 
this vertue eminentip appeared, the lame ſhould be wnth 
many wozthy and nabie enfigucs:and titſesbonevred:one 
tbe other ſive; wante of caurage. and daſtar dlints chouldt 
be afterthe ame falleſt manen as might be tauntro; and 
rtuilen. Therefoze whereas ihys was hy la we ore ned, 
they ſet me dto haut bent ot this mint e and cpynion, that 
all men which wert endued nitha moe txteitent nature 
and Noble minde, mig bteche ſlirred vpta ibe wopthines 
of renomve and glozpe;:. agnt bert byibey purpeſed to 
diſgrate cawardes and wbitelyuered men. pea albeittbty· 
were by birth hencure bie and cf a noble une. But wbet 

ſhould I'ſpeake of the Remiines? Foz can anp man be a» 

bletorecite ſa many images ef men ot aimes ?: Boma-s 

ny gat landes eitber geuen to tbim that firſte: ftalen che 
walles o; fir ſt entr ed their enendes: Tentis,o2to them 
by mapne foꝛte laue d the life of le me citizen, ox to tha tbat 
triumpbed over their enemies? Is aupe man able tore - 
toumpt ſo manye enſignes ot virtue, ſe marpe pairs ef 
pꝛapſe, as to pꝛomts and puiſſaunte were by tbe ibe Ro- 
maine iawes affigned? C ht ri ſoze it is tht leſſe to bemet- 
uniled at, i that Citty grewe to bet gresteg ai d large in 
Empire; wherem/p}owes and valiantnes wee'ſd wriliy 
honourable rc warded, that not onely noble men, dyGaiſo 


vt ry many af the people. we re fo, inflamed with trſrrefk 


renonine;ihat they in defence ef their country ntutrrefu⸗ 
ſed tu venter botbe limmts. and life. And int um ot a 
grtat and int nitt; number tall a fem to mim the two 
Dæcij by tate and birth no gentlemen, pet᷑ fo2 ibi it rare 
- aud ſingular foztitubethepaſpiredingbe eemmentrealth 

to che beigttſt tegrcot „ drguup: And intbe 
8 17 + 2. ende 


8 
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enda(e thevefence ob hole country conſecratev themſel- 


yet thzoughpurſſaunce obtenned in his country great ho- 


onour am eſtimation di fetch their oxiginall; and fir 3 
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urs. aa va liaunt anu dowepveſtels to glg amin H | 
lity . Lucius Martius tuen he whichin Spayne tæcuueren 
the Romaine: Empire; chen ſoz0 ſhaken and fa llen vom ne 
tu the ground, was bene ot ſimple and pome parentage, 


1 


naut ann a mincipal diguity. Mhat ſhouid Irecice Mar: 
Portius Cato; amaa much commended fo his upſt dome 
and pattice ? To what ende ſhoulde I ſpeaks of Marcus 
Nlurcellus, who fir it gaue Armibal theourrthzows, ang 
ſhewed plaiaiy that the way to ouercome was bypzowes = 
and baliantnes / Againe why ſhould Jomie Marius tag 
worthy 'wight,and/a'thouſatd mes de inge nogentiemen | 
borne, whichs not mi ge chꝛoug de cheirpaſſinge | 
ſkiltand experience in teates of armes, were avugunees | 
ta honoure, and pzomoted to high a kate, lt auinge to thrit 
poſteritn kame and immogtality. Merehence the armes ec 
cognizances of honour and nablenes, which earn in theſe 3 
ourdairs ate bome:, and had tigte wort holpw greate 


beginning. Foz when anp man havin battapie ſhowed |. 
fame notable popucte of a good and vatiaut ſautbiar, her 
was by che Generall made agencleman, and had ſome 
badge 02 token thereof aſſigued vnta han, whereby dis 
-bloude might be enobbed,thzought the prapſe and glome 

whereof his otſpꝛinge might be in luke manner; pꝛicked 
with the delpꝛeiof lame and commendation. Therefope! 
1ſame haut intheir ſcochin ſo manpe Caſtettes engranen, 

as were bythem in warre wonne and vanquiſded, other 
\ ſome Nin ges. oꝛ Bendes, op any other thinge fo the num 
ber of enemiek which they bad in ſonie dout full and daun · 
c gerous bacraple ſubdued · Other hauen thetr ſtocbyn⸗ 
ſtartesigniſtynge percaſe chat choybjoughte fpghtoand 
(Toinfonterte the miſetable afflydted eſtate of the coun 
3 ſame * other Cagnizaunces has” 

| yu 


honoure and nobility;ap by geuing largely and byndinge 
vncothepmn their nep 
inge on them bountifullye , moſt ample rewards & great 


. R — 
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ali nationg beſydes- 8 
trulp is their anp vercue: 


Rr 


Mew alſo thzoughe their liberalitye and francke mage 
nificence,haue- asitwere layd wozthy fundatious of 


es and Cityʒeus, by beſfow- 


benefytes, By this onelp wap Tarqupue of auncient me⸗ 


mozp , beynge a baniſhed and obſcure man, wonne greate 
fame and honaur in Rome and atlength.obteyned there 


the lauctozity ol a Kinge. By this kynde ol curteous dea · 
lynge Pelops lange be loge bis tyme, beinge a mere ſtrã⸗ 


ſer F — pes to beat e thay re 88 85 
6 a uding to omn name ca c neſus. 
en maꝝ ſhe w you. an hilfozie of later time Coſmus Me. 
dices and Laurence his nephe we weereſo muche fo2 their 
liverall aud francke natures commended,chac they tber 
bp were made chiefe eee and werr in 
ye magnifped. eptber 
doth moze becbme a noble 
mynde, oz ſetteth foꝛthe moze a wozthy wigbt, either that 


winneth moze pꝛatſe c tommendation, and getteth moze 
goodwill, loue and reverence ; withoute whiche no man 
map nzaputapne his owue ellate. 


tapne to liue in an 
ee Uinge. . And this emeth to be their mut 
ion ſap,nobilityeis a aoblenes of byzth.anv 
8 ioyned wyth a boundance and ſtoꝛe of riches. | 
oz wheras the ver tue. of ma ce and liberalitye is 
chie flye leene in nable me nne) koʒ moſte parte of theim are 
Ron other found moſt curtious and liberall and uo mau 
a maie 
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may be therefoze coimmended,/etcepthe be furniſhed with 
h ſubſtänce, moſte learne 9800 men haue though 
trtaſuet it ſelfe and the about arte of ticbes to be cbe ve⸗ 
rygrounde and foundatyon ok! pbetalptye. and there- 
foꝛe as termes Aare ib bern ee wythe in 5 de fy⸗ 
nition ot true nobilitye. Whether the fo2ce aud true natu⸗ 
re thereof, be fully therein declared it is a thinge where⸗ 
on J meane not to fande lo that by that betinttibn this 
map be graunted that tbe vertu or liberalttye to the en- 
bauncinge ok men to hondure and dignitye and the ketting 
tai oftheir ai is WN Al and UE 


-. 


' l bt AT; a TINY 


NJ dire not of furt iy ani but ine bt news 1 
ctente memozpe bathe bothe thꝛougbe the $i 
lencye ot eloquence, and they? perfect knowledge ol the 
cfuile Lawe, atapnev wonderful fame and glozpe .. 
theſe ſciences are right wozthely reckoned ameng thoſe, 
that bank beene not withoute greece cauſe accompted the 
priycipattcitſfaye in the c mon wealth; without which ỹ 
eſfare ot Polttey, ond the fafegardeof cominon ſocterye, 
mayein 1 "ft Foz to no pur- 
pole: ant in vaine do we abꝛoadt bidde battaile to the tne⸗ 
myes, cxceptroure-affapzes at home bee gouerned by the 
founve avviſyofpjudent tounſeller s. Beſydts thoſe wh 
we hare atleesvp pont bt, mam err made geutlemk eps 
nbd gb the grace r'efanotrr'of the Pier: ch thioug b 
mon conſent 3 — Etttye. But this kynd of 
0 ecnirth ar tbe fir ſbe we, not to be agreeable 
eyther to 17 5 0 3 ri aer a nature of 
enobillty. . u opy- 
nyon ot 1 5 de p vertve, and the/quaſttyes 
of the myndert ther: Cy in nature und is Way 
fr puiſante and pallantnes. ple and graue mT have 


alwapcs made Utle acroumpt 'of Werte oppnion pro 
dhe 
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the inconſtancie of 
* 


dation of vertue reſteth e e 
can by any meanes bee bototoed abzs 


foꝛce of gent le bloude de ryued krom our auncefto 28, and 
appertepniuge to vg by naturall deſckt, cannot be wreſted 
bither and thither, bythe iurildiction and auttozitpe pf 
Pzinces.+, Foz no eaſpe c matter is it ſoꝛ aup man by the 
aſſigne ment and benefit of Hꝛintes to become of baſeboin 
þ a gentleman by byꝛth then 40 be ſodenlye chaunged from 
„ Afoole.toa wpſeman, from on that wante th vtterance, to 
3 an eloqueute ozatoz,from a whytel{uered and fapnthartev 


towarde ta a venturous and valiant champlon. 15 
alſo in beſtowing the freepom or a Citty maß eta nel 
pp 


knowenand conſidered. Foꝛ yfbe Cas many 
taken and tearmed a Citizen which is bꝛed and voz 35 
citye:no reaſon is,why into a Citye ſhould be recepued an 

alian and ſtraunger. Thence it pzoceeed that Gorgias 
Leontinus ſxoffing at the Ge 147 75 2 1 thep | 
had recejued into theit 117 11100 $ wont 

4 toſaye that euen asplatereres of an 1 ſtütke, 

1 would ma ke mozter , 02 any tbinge of 105 1 te: ſa there 
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An 
diſciplyne. Foz this hath — — meaninge 


tanne be deuiſep moze hurtful to rivifl 


of Lawes aud ozdinaunces, and all u eli gouerned com- 
mon wealths ought to baue in thei m this practyfed and 
e men dcſy2ous to ſhe w their valiant Hares 
p daungerous attemptes, albeelt tbey are of their owne 
ne he apt to dezend the rights and lybertyes of the com- 
mon wealth, yet notwithſtanding, they ſhoulbiſtiere them 
therevnto,thzough an earneſt and ardente deſire ot fame 
and glozye, Foz by this meanes the wealth ofcheir toũtrep 
is molt ſtꝛongely dekended, and the indifferencie of Lawes 
:  02diaaunces beſt mapnrepned, Fo2 what fowler ſhame, 
what greater oiſonour can there, be imagined then to ha 
ue in the commonwealche- appoynted vnte famous men, 
foz their exceeding great and wozthperploytes,noreward . 
at all: Eptber what reward map in any one poynte kulſp 
aunſweere and ſatiſty a noble mynde, then to be roccyued 
triumphantly of the people? Furthermore what is in it 
ſelle moze pzinicely and moze glozious, then to geue vnto 
bertite his due deler(, and to perld to wojthines,honoura- 
ble titles, gta true nobſlite the pzincſpallity $ that iuſtice 
might not oue ly by this meanes be happely kepte and pꝛe⸗ 
ſerued, but alſomany thereby nioughte-be alured to bend 
themſelues tothe Nadyofvereue. Foz it is not in the po 
wer of the Nince (chat now J may auſwere that whiche 
inightebe objected atze) to bꝛinge to paſſe that a bile and 
ablectempude ſhoulde bee noble and honozable, whiche 
tommeth not by grace and faudure, but pꝛoceadinge from 
nature, ſs fullp mave and (perfected byexerciſezof molte- 
wozthy and lawaableſcituces.. And pet a Prince mape 
Baal, and leite fogzth rxceviagly a' 5 b invincible 
mynde wiche woztbye and honourable titles. 'Which 
thinge is not onely right good and 4 nt, but alſo ſo 
requilice and neceſſary, inthe perfozming therof tber ſe 


meth to relk the ſakete and ſecurity of — 
leſtate 
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tſiate . Ta ann ue this my opinion A coulde vſe tha 
authmity ot moſt erte llentt meu and mut ſkilfuil inthe 
Bovernmengof.aconymon wealth, but 3 will alledge one 
ly Plato, in whom iu bis thir de boke entreatingofacems 
anon wealth Socrates by act taynt fable, bett in meuye 
armed men were ſetned, to aryſe out of ehe tar ch. per ſwa⸗ 
ded the Cityzens to mutual lone and cor cezd. And then 
-ip1mediatippzoccederb-n his talketnthismaner, Geue jy 
tate (ijuoiiꝭ be) to the rift of the fable. All e tłat line in i 
one Catty art bꝛother asbeunge ſtreigbtiy lin ked,aud bn: | 
ted cogether-. But yer when God created pau, be gaue | 
not tocuery one, the ſame pꝛope rty, and ver tue. In they 
that were mol meete to rule, were tempered with govid: 
Againtc thoſe who in the defence-of (heir countrye woul de 
— aſliſt the Peercs of the rea lme, hee mingled | 
with ſiluer: And vppen ſutch as applied theym ſelues to | 
' tillage and other baſe occupations, bee beſtowed byaſſe g 4 
Iron. So it ſalleth out p you.that have like beginningts If 
chmonlpengepd2e childzeniike to pour ſelues. Not with · 
ſtandinge many time et happeueth; thats golden father 
bath a childe of fituer;ſ; —— a ſiluer father a golden 
thilde. Which hinge in like maner ts in the other kindes 
experienced. God therefoze tommaundech that Princes 
the mic lues ſbould baut ſuth an tſpeciall regard to ſearch 
aud inquirc, with what mettahthtir bilde ns anintes gare 
temperc d, tbat ebe) Geulde-take-hecde to no one thinge 
moze diligently tbenthat. So that pl they founde anye 
Bꝛaſſe oʒ It on in their childzens ſenſes, they ſhoulde not 
be by foliſh pity hindzed ia aſſigne them a trade convenys 
ent and ag rrablt ta tbeir i gtoſſe aud rude nature : In ſo 
much they ſhould make che baudteraftt amt n. gclouncs 6 
of the cotntry 3 But it ibey fpude in tbte m any golde and 
fil. er. they ſuould beſtow on them bonourable romes and | 
bycations--in ſo mute h that ſc me tbey ſl ouldeaſſigne to þ 
L, uertumẽt and rulingof Citics, ſome other, they would | | 
H. 1. appepna | 
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#popn>tetoapde and'atlit? them, and train ibe muy lu 
the k ꝛ0wledge ot mirviabaffiyyes, Aud chat dbey hu 
vearealwiyes this in mine, that this was longe ſicheuy | 


foyechee wen by an ozacle, that then the commonwealch 
Goulde be vtterly waſted and veſtrojed, when Fron and 
Baſſe dib guide the ſtearne. Plato ia the perſon of So- 
crares diſputeth in this manner, ok the office and dutye ot 
akinge. Who in alt be bath ſaide, vetereth greate wyle | 
dome, but this latter parte pꝛoteedeth no doubte kroma 
me deepe, and deuine conſideration: Thich is, chat all 
com monwealthes ſhall fall to vtter ruin and decap,whore 
Bzaſſe and Icon, that is, where a groſle and dul wit, 
deſtitute of iudgement and wile dome beareth che chie keſt 
ſway in che cõ mon wealth. And thorefoze he hach thought 
it expediente and pꝛoſitable, chat ſuch as excelled che reſt 
in wit, induſtry, and experience ſhould be called from the 
Tarte, tothe Courte, from their pꝛiuate places, ta gotterit 
the weale publique. Againe ſuch as were honourablye 
vonne. yl they did degenerate, would be diſgraced vtterly, 
and reputed as part ot rhe people. And bee thought this 
"' ozdinaunce' to be of ſuche kozce, fo2 the maintenance of 
commonwealth, that he woulde haue it kept with all re: 
+ uerence of allmen; but eſpecially of Pꝛinces, as alawt 
made and o2deinevby God, foz the eſtabliſhment and pze 
5 Tetiratfok of common ſociety. Mhich ik it be true that cl 
' Wb1thines and'excellencyof vertue is to bee magmfied i 
as ample maner as any wit is able to deniſe; that Patuc 
that wil geue eare to Socrates, muſt decree that choſe in 
'" mult be foxcedts huſbandꝛy and tillage, whiche tepine 
the pzomtfon/ofichoſe, in uhome vertue abunoantly aj 
- 'peareth. Foz if the honour, ſafty, and ſecurity of any ci 
mon wealth is though vertue both pꝛeſerued, and amp 
- fied, vndoubtedly he which is an enemp to vertue, both 
rapeth the wealth of the countrey, and impaireth the b 
nour belonginge to the cite, ox place where he * 
1 * 
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| 272 55 n Nl ſtpiante s, mape geue | 
np, £02 not onely thep were bercuep of | 
t At thepal that were ioyned vn⸗ 


ign 

to theſn by blaude and conſauguinity: In ſo mutch thar 
the greate part ok chem died the like death, and the teſte 
beeinge ſpopled of thetr oh and poſſeſſions , eſcaped 7 
ron by baniſh ment, yet ſclaunder and ſhameful obliquie 

ould n Ps ng gide. And that A mape m this ace let 
26h ke of Phalaris the moſt boucherlieſt vloudſucker, 
1 ccaelleft tpance that Ugr was, Nau, wham reve 
led the who! multirude of the Cicep & 7 19679 75 
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dogiton atefpted that ſo great and notable anenterprice, | 
vt lo mutch to redeeme their colitrey from tiranny as to 
berenengedof a ndtozious infurp,, Foy in hen the, ſonue of 
Piſiſtrarus,coutd.neither by b: 15 et, and fugred entiſe | 
mentes,no2 by his large, and a-Ne omile 705 Ar- 
modiuùs, beinge a paſſinge ffue, and wont pooge gentle | 
man, on whom he extremely dated in loue, ta latiſekpe bis 
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on p2yde and yo u Arg not 1 
N witte, aud h ne Lathe hes 
dity hozu the eſtates nes . they G fla. 


ter themlẽ lues with the bare name of nability, as though 
they dilcended from Heauenaboue, FI ſap. thepare gre⸗ 
ate ly to be lamented, and thetx 1 is pitif,;11 who think 
theym ſelues ſo, bapppe and , foztunate „ when, they 
ate vexed , wpthe loe manye miſerpes of beamente, 
and ſome tymes of the bodpe alſa. jut it is a 

woꝛlde ta ſee their intollerable inlolencie, and then ape 
cially when theyare iu the Pallates of Pzinces,., There 
ſeruauntes, ſome goe de a greate traint tol⸗ 
low, they themſelaes in the ir gate vſe a certapye number 
muche iyke as if thepdidmoue by meanſre.,, But when 
thep ate litte in of the pozters ,and that thep crpe rouude 
about, roome foz.the noble men, then thinkethep themſel⸗ 
nes e 4 mozdes bee vttered. No 
man is ignozante, what a ſolempne matte r it is made if a- 
np one of them, that take them ee . 


nat fo bozue, but I weene made o of þ Gods, happen 
familiar lp to goe in company with ſome one no gentle mã 
- bozne,rhey crye NN lolempnitye is defaced, and 

the ſacred ilitye is violated & vtterlpe decaid. 
- Why ene ſayth he) dande on my pancable-apd 
deligbt in my ſelte heyng haꝛne as Jam of a noble houſe 
wo baue pou en a mynde wozthpe that noble race 
krom whence you come thou bali thꝛongbe thy beaſtly lp- 
ke, and ouer much licentiouſues ſteined ede honoure of they 
r er "oe Auen verty wöne. Ther were 
«1: 461; 2,4 3: duaunce 
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echt aſt made i ee 
cee 715 twbette in tber, 
and feſembla afite 1 55 WW 
Sit (faith hee) whatloruer your make or we, FdiragTele- 
mã done. Oiddeſt thou neuer vnderſiande, theu 
aud peviſhe perſoy, that aye ſtocke 02 linage is let fooꝛth 
# beutiffey byvercne, @vertuc not trutiſed and ſerfopfh 
vy linage; aud that all nobilitye N from theey- 
cellencie of ver tur and bene ye d but what chingt4s moe 
vapne then the bart and noked name ofnobilicye pk ydu 
take away tbe 0znamente of vertue, and the ktutte ibat is 


reaped ol true gloꝛie? but though vertu CERNER. 


woftbintgok biztb,notwirbffa ndin ge there is nothing in 
the whole life of ma moꝛ TR better to niapne 
"repne rommen ſotit tye, norbing moe tõfondt and agrit- 
able to nature wbithe is wer of it feife moſit amia⸗ 
blex beuttful, and whereſsever it is place v remoyretb (Fs 
ſtant e;no2 at any tyme can loſe his woꝛtbines and dignii- 
ty. But J jd) Pon itebs bude dave h6Wthlogeneſt: 
man by nam woe ld beffirreTinſelfipfhis *＋7 — 
were in great baupger okthe tnt niye, of afihicted troelly 

v ith tiuill diſſention,” In this caufevaliantnes and pol⸗ 
lecie pie uayletbe, 8 ny oper eſtentatiou of togniſauce 
and armes. Jam furt, poumuſt of ko) de and ge · 
ut plate to enefentat(hippe le de, Whirhsyouſo 
mucbe diſdayn zi wyth fon, core in F mmen allt 
res end ſinguler verfute, pc fe itot febtd and vnd erpꝛop 
ped . Nayſapth he J wil mainte ine the lame courtenafice 
bonoure, end effimaricn, wherein my aunceſlops lined 
g rect fame g commendation, and let vheſevpffartes kepe 


* their ou ne honſts and aplye themſelucs to thoſe occuptt- * 
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Of ciuill Nobilitie. 3. 


ons which their parentes pꝛoleſſed, æ they fathers befoze 
them kolowed. Afſuredlp you baue (poken tull wyſelye & 
pleaſaũtly. Your meavig is.p we ſhould in a tẽpeſtuous 
e perillous time, & when þ eſtate of the comon wealth is 
daũgerouſly aſſaulted, follow the follie of certapne getle- 
m7 delighting alwayes in Fethers © feaſtfgs,#negled& 5 b 
aduiſe and counſell ofrighte wozthp and valiaunt 
But Jcoulde wilhe pou were perſwaded of this o bh 
that you do a greate and wovderfull repꝛoch to your aun⸗ 
ceſtours, from whom hath deſcended to you, this ſo great 
aſhew of honour and Nobilicie;7+, Foz truly he that was 
firſt rayſer of pour ropaltiezandche chiefeſt cauſe that you 
are in this eſtate and countenaunce, was an vpſtarte and 
neu e made gentleman . Therefoze whereas you in this 
maner taunt and reuile them which are moſt like to pour 
pꝛedeceſſdurs, and do diſdainfully rippe vppe thoſe repꝛo⸗ 
ches agapuſte them, which mape bee turned backe vppon 
pour obne frendes, vou do not onely bzing that to paſſe 5 
thzoughe pour ſhamefull behaulour vou ſtaine and demi» 
niſhe the pꝛayſe of pour aunceſtours, but alſo ungratekul⸗ 
Ip and moſt vnkindly pou demeane pour ſelfe, whilſte that 
with ſcozneful ſpeaches pouſdebaſe and extenuate the woz- 
thy renowne of them, of whom pou firlk recepued this out- 
word ſhew of honour and dignitie. But Jl will omitte to 
ſpeake any; mote of choſe luſtie and loftie gentlemen, who - 
hauing nothing in them wozthy of pꝛapſe and honour,ſtJ- 
deth ſo much vppon their wozſhip and gentilitie: to whom 
fitlp mape bee applyed that ſavinge of Dioniſiodorus of 
Trezene in Greece, whooftentimes was wante tovtcer 

this ſentence of great efficacie. Mho bzaggeth ſo much 

of they2 line and petegree las a fooliſhe and vntowarde 
pꝛogenie. Notwithftiving J would haue the greateſt re- 

uerfce ędutie that map be,ginen to true Nobilitte,which 

is thꝛoughe the excellencie of vertue aduaunced to bighe 

degree, which alſo in vertue n the Win Lakes 4 


one ly 
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- onelykelicitie, Ag ratne J could with that thoſewho ſo cold- 
ly kollowe the ſteppes of their aunceſtours, and playe the 
partes of gentlemen fooliſhly, ſhould be plucte downe the 
ſtage. i as thep are moſt wozthy,to be hiſſed, and ſkoffed at 
ok all the company. 


1 


Frer that J * repjoued their bꝛainſicke dealinge; 
wo vtter bitter# contumelious taunts again? ſuch, 
as are of late rhzough their wyſevome 4 vercue pꝛekerred 
to the eſtate of gentlemen, they themſelues notwſkanding 
| being vefiled wth all kinde of wickednes,now it remay- 
'neth to be cald in queſtion, whether ol them are to be pꝛe⸗ 
kerred, oꝛ moze commended of all men. They, who haue 
tbꝛough their vertue & honeſtie purchaſed to themlelues 
greate renowne, pꝛayſe, and tommendation, being ffirred 
therunto by no example of their aunceſtours:oꝛ they, who 
do earneſtly folow #embyace thoſe vertues,which chiefly 
ſhined, c were highly cõmended in their fozefathers. Foz 
it is a doubtkul and perplexedqueſtion,and pzobable truly 
on either ſide, in ſo much that either of them maye be de⸗ 
fended byargument . Foz the new made gentleman may 
defend his cauſe arguing in this maner. J haue applyet 
my minde to the loue of vertue, J baue bin inflamed wyth 
the deſire of renowne,not ſtirred theruntothzough the ex⸗ 
ample of my fozefathers, oz pꝛoueked by the kame 4 glozp 
ok any aunceſtour. Againe , J haue atchiued to the place 
of dignitie, not by the helpe and furtherance ok any other, 
but by mine owne induſtry. Jhaue aduaunced to honour 
my name # bloud, which was befoze obſcure and litle rec⸗ 
konedof, and J baue gluen an example and lig hte to my 
poſteritie. But you ſir, who are deſcended of anhottou- 
rable line, and came of a righte geatlemans houſe, halte 
bad great furtherafice to þ attapnig of renowne &glozy. 
Firſt examples at home picked the fozwarde, lo did that 


rountenannee and ellate that ehe aunteſlours had: then 
thy 
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thy education and trayninge bp geutlemanlitke, laſt okall 
the expectation of men, which topned together lozced the 
as it were by neceſſity to embzace vertue, Meither i 
the commedation ſo great which pou haue gotten 1 
the imitation and folowing the aces of your aunceſtours, 
as the repzoch and rebuke woolde haue bin, if you had not 
mankully enveuoured to be like vnto them in gloꝛpe e re- 
nowne, which were of your owne houſe and kinred. 
Thetefoze you baue done nochinge with pꝛaile and com 
mendation, whereas you were therunto bzought and foz⸗ 
ced by neceſſity. . On the other ſide , Jhao by nomeancs 
ſcayned my bloud, if 7 bad remayned baſe and obſcure, e- 
ſpecially whereas J wanted all choſe helyes and ozdinary 
means, wherewith you were greatly lurthered to the at⸗ 
tapning whatſoeucr por toke in hande . Whereas there⸗ 
foze J beinge v2ged with no neceſſitie, but allured wyth 
ſincere loue of bertue, Diſpoſed my minde to do thinges of 
great w poztance, ſoundinge to my greate credite and ho⸗ 
nour, and that J perfourmed with no ſmallpzaiſe and cũõ- 
mendatkon, beinge hindered, and as it were intrapped 16 
maup lettes and impediments: and J paſſed thzough the 
pikes of enuie, which is a common ennempe to them that 
raiſe the mſelues tohonour, tbꝛoug he my honeſt and ver- 
tuous vſage: I ſee no cauſeat all why I ſhould give place 
to auntiente Mobility. And this is the language of a 
lately ſpzonge gentleman. But what on the other ſite 
ſapth the gentleman bozne : Wilt thou then contratp to 
all lawe and equitit diſpoſſeſſe mee, ol pꝛaiſe and commen ; 
datlon, which in ſo many ages of men bath bin cofirmed? 
Doeſt thoul well pcreeine and conſider that the inheri- 
taunce of þ woztby renowme , which my aunceſtouts ob- 
teined doth no leſſe belong g apperteine to me, then p mã⸗ 
ners, ß loꝛdſhips.the farmes, + the re ſidue of theit tẽpoꝛall 
geods, which to mee as the true beire, hath fall? by lawe :. 


wh! houly the hider e I ſhould not actõpt) fruit 
ald 
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and benefite of this dignitie and wozthines amonge mine 
owne pꝛoper goods : & that I ſhould with all earneſt en- 
deuour keepe poſſeſſion therof : That if the caſe ſo ſtande, 
now thou ſeeſt, hom many & londzy times this inheritance 
ol pꝛayſe bath bin increaſed afoze it came to mee. Fo2 as 
often as it hath happened that any one of my ſtocke and 
pꝛogenie bzoughte to bappie ende any wozthye exploite, ſo 
often know thou well that this poꝛcion of pꝛayſe and inhe⸗ 
ritaunce of honour, was increaſed and amplifyed. Theres 
foze Imap challenge vnto m ſelt as mine owne right all 
the valiaũt actes of my pꝛedeceſſours, fo as much as tra- 
Ling their footeſfeppes Jearneſtly bent by ſelfe to be like 
vnto anp of mp aunceſtours in thoſe thinges which tended 
to kame ę glozie. Thou art therefoze cobecommended 
onely fo2 thine owne vertue, Jam not onely thꝛougb mine 
owne induſtry to be honoured, but alſo to be pzeferred fox 
the puilſaunce and magnanimitie wherein mp fozefathers 
excellev, But concerninge domeſticall glozie, in that 
you ſay gentlemen are neceſſarilye ſtirred & fozced to the 
attapning of vertue, nap truly wee ſee very many conten⸗ 
ted with the honour attapned by their parents, and there 
to reſt ſeeking no further, becauſethey accompt it ſufficts 
ente to eniope pzapſe and commendation gotten by other 
mens trauaile, Mhoſe purpole and intent althoughe J 
millike, pet this I ſet downe as acleare grounde, that no⸗ 
ble men are ſtirred vp by no meanes ſo much to woꝛthye 
attemptes, as by bautines ot minde, and loftines of cou⸗ 
rage. Theſe arguments, # many moze may be bzoughe 
to confirme either opinion: ſo that it is a matter very dil⸗ 
ficulce toſudge, whether ſhould be p2eferred befoze other, 
if their bertues in equality match ech other. Fo? if we cõ⸗ 
pare houeſkies, & examine c wayghe their vertues in fitte 
and equal balances, his bei tue ſeemeth to deſerue greater 
admiracion, which firſt by bis owne meanes grew to ſome 
elkate and countenaunce, creepinge out of a bie coꝛner — 
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obſcure familie. But if there bee ſomewhat ta be geuen x 
attributed to men departed, and their memozie, who haue 


well deſerued of the common wealth, as reaſon requirech 
and lawes commaunde, bee after their death to be kepte 
with all heedeful care and diligence: they who folowing 
the examples of their aunceſfours,x# are wdderfully bent 
to excell other in pzowes and manlines, are befoze the o- 
ther and not without good cauſe pzeferred. Foz not one⸗ 
lp their owne induſtrious tr auaile, but their pzedeceſſo2s 
good demerits are to bee pondered . This is therefoze a 
doubtfall controuerſte, which J leaue ta bee decided of a⸗ 
ther. To mee it is ſuffictent,to haue declared, which may 
perhappes ſeeme wyth out my diſcourſemoſt manifeſt and 
wp that the noblenes ol birthe,and che wazthy 
eſtimation of any ſtozke and familpe, iſſueth from 

the cleare founcayne and welſpzinge 
of Uertue. 
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10f true Nobilitie , . 9 onely jncidente, that 


pꝛoleſſe the faych, and true Religion 
U of Chzilte. ( 
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nce) whZ A had ful⸗ 
pole 2D to publiche and put ia wyy⸗ 
JJ theſe my inuentions, that it migbte 
IT be,that this my trauaile avi highly 
(a ende the learned", - 
ge nice 1 bath; and pie nch at J 569 by e 
with handle a matter af fo greate valeme and impoz⸗ 
caunct; as the like men oferceHentlcarninix #fudgemtce 
bath bitherunto ſcarcely taken in hand oꝛ enterpꝛiled : and 
it wil be no leſſe offence and griefe vntv other, that F ſhall 
not in any pointe, neither foz the maieſtie of matter, net- 
ther fo2 the excellencie of philed pbzaſe, and gozgeouſnes 
of ſtile, be able to decke and beautifye an argument in bis 
Nature both highe and ſtately. To conclude, ſome finde 
in me the lacke of experience, other require a finer head, o⸗ 
ther coulde wiſhe moze ripenes of vnderſtanding. Whom 
J will bꝛielly ſhape an aunſwere , befoze Jenter into the 
diſcuſſing of any queſtion. Truly foʒ my owne parte, al⸗ 
thoughe J was neuer ſo farre in loue with my ſelfe, oz ſo 
pꝛicked with the deſire of pzayſe, that Jhaue challenged 
- anye cõmendation, fo2 that J haue by witte compaſſed, oz 
thꝛougbe the excellency of any learninge atchieued: pet J 
thought it the part and pꝛopertie of a noble natured pong 
mã, earneſtly bent to the ſtudy of moſte woꝛthy knowleds 


ges, not to reſt contented with thinges of meane arcompt. 
but deſtrotuſly to purſue & bunt after the higheſt matters, 


and thoſe which are entangled with greateſte py 
oz 
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Fox no mii ougbte to thinkeiempoſſible te bo the beſte: 


learned, and to attaine the ſecoud/plare;/tothem onelp it 
is graunted, which with a iolly ſtumacke, and loftie mind, 
pur pole to be peereleſſe. Fo2 this leſſũ we learne by an old 
Bꝛouer be. The ſhoꝛte ſhooter neuer hitteth the marcke. 
Foz i men mighte enterpziceno kinde offtudpe, but that 
mich they deemed might with mal labour be obtepned, 
I ohincks no man at any time ſhould haue bin but meane⸗ 
1y lehrned. much leſle endued wich the perfectis of know⸗ 
ledge . Foz, neither do I thinck Plato himſe ll, when firſt 
be let his had ta paper, to haue thought his labour 
haue had ſach happie ſucceſſe, as atter warde hee g 
thꝛougb great pꝛactiſe, 4 dailyrxertiſe. Neither | 
ſthenes —— encrie, had anye ſuch conlidence in his 
wit and learning, tbat he thought, hee ſhould afterwarvs 
extell Pericles, Neither Cicero, when he firſt applied his 
minde to the ſtudie ol Rhecozicke was ofthis opinion „5 
be choughte he ſhould he a father ofeloquence,a lighte of 
learning, and ſach a one which fox the grace ann wonder⸗ 
full gifrofD)atozie, might triumph as one that had won 
the victozie, But when they were ſtirted vp by the in⸗ 
ſince of an excellente nature and nable minde, that they 
ſhould attempt ſtudies moꝛe great, then were at that time 
agreeabie to their reach and capacitie, they gotte by this 
meane to be exquiſite ly learned, and accapned cherebp the 
bigbeſt and pꝛincipall pointe of ktowlevge. | And what 
map bee ſayde ol thoſe to whom is graunted but a meane 
mealure oł learning: Could they ( J pꝛay you) haue retei- 
ned that place, except they had hardily preſumed to flow 
and trate the ſleps ot them, which in learning were ot dee · 
peſt iudgement ? Otherwyſe truly it would not haue bin 
ſo — — — 
of vs eds v2 ſo happely diſcharge things of vs attẽp⸗ 
ted. MAhertoge it ſtandeth greatly vpon all fachwhichare 
ag i wy though loyesenamoured with theexceltfep of 
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any ont ſcſencegnot onelyc to endt uour earneſtlye fo that 
- which is chietely deſired, but alſo to cent inue their ſtudie 
further, p they may with leſſe paine, labour be bzoughte 
to the attayning their intended purpole. Now therkoze 
whereas it is diligently diſcuſſed and tryed out, that there 
is na mã eſteemed oz reckoned of, txcept he doth endeuour 
wich all ſtudie to attaine thinges in their nature maſt ex⸗ 
cellente and tommendable, they are not to be arouſed o 

boldnes, which beſtow their labour in the ſearch vf highe 

cauſes, nape rather their lithernes, and vnmanlpe cou⸗ 
rage is greatly to bee repꝛoued, who dare uot venture to 
do the like: Meither their talke withvzaweth me from 

wyyting,. who peradut᷑ture do looke fozany other kinde of 
tloquence, then that, which the nature of the argumente 


wil require, and the flendernesof my knowledge wil per- 
* mit me in this diſpute to follow, Foz if no matter ſhould 
1 be diſcuſſed & entreated of, but that which mighte be lear ⸗ 
Kt. ne diy amplifyed, plentifullyenlarged,and eloquently de- 
1 clared, tbere ſhould haue bin no monument extãt at all, of. 
Fil any ſuch thinges(which Iſay not) could be by any tongue 
1 vrtered, no not by reaſon compypled,o2 by the imaginati⸗ 
7755 on of man, but in part conceiued. Foz there is no man en 
7 daued wpth that excellencie of wicte, and iudgement, wyth 
| "a i that wonderfull gifte ofelcquence , that can viſpute woz-- 
MM - thelp ozexacly ſpeake of pietie,true religion, ot the holy, 
Tl hidden, and ſecrete miſteries of Chziſtianity,laſtlye of the 
N bnſpeakeable Paltelite,andomnipotencie of God almigh⸗; 
vb tie, ol which wee ſhallfoxthe molt parte entreate,” And 
4 9h truly there is no cauſe oz reaſon, that thoſeſhould deſerne 
24 the name ol modeſt and diſcreete 5 — ry 
m7 the greatnes of any — 6 bal dilcou 
1 band other matters, then ſuch, wbich would — the 
1 wozthines and honour of Chꝛiſtiã relligion: there is not 
11 þ i | onelpreaſonwhy they * not purchaſd pʒapſe 3 
Nie Lt de 
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deſty, but alſo whye they oulde iuſlly inturte the blame 
of impie tp. And therfoze al learned men who haue earneſt 
ly embzaced true godlines and integrity of life. hath fullp 
accoꝛded in this opinion, bat they haue thoughte it an in- 
tollerable offence, to beſtowe their ſtudp vppon any other 
thinge then that, which ſbould ſet foxth the gloꝛpand digs 
nity ol true religyon, when notwithſtandinge they knews 
fo2 acertenty,that nomanseloquence,were it neuer ſo ex 
cedinge wonderfull, coulde effectuouſly declare ſo bigbe 
knowledge, moſt ample matter impoztinge. They baue 
therfoze wꝛot many bokes, wherok ſome are finely curi⸗ 
oullpe penned, other in rude and barbarous Phzale, vet 
greately to be had in eſtimation, foꝛ the ſubſtance of pꝛo⸗ 
founde matter, and moſt feruent zeale of piety and godly⸗ 
nes. Further moze manp of thole wziters baue vtterly del. 
piſed all manner ok picked eloquence, and ſigures of Rhe - 
totique, as tritlinge and chiidiſhe totes, and nothinge con: 
fine 02 agreable with the wozthine s and dignity of Chꝛiſ⸗ 
tian religion. Wherefoze we muſt the rathec be contẽted 
if we do not perlit any thing as we would, cicher may not 
attaine that W we haue longe deſired: Mhereas the ex⸗ 
amples ok other excellẽtly wel learned, map in this caſe 
ſatiſty vs. alſop excctdiug deapnes of knowledge map be 
vnto vs ns ſmal occaſid of let ĩ impedimẽt. Neither is it a 
nywhit impertinẽt to foꝛe warn you, that ſuch matter hay 
peneth in handlinge holp waite, in dyſcuſſing whereof the 
purenes of the latine ſpeach is nat obſerued eſpecialiy as 
monge ſuck, which binde them ſelucs to no ſtreigbt lawe, 


and had rather open the meaninge of nh barde obſcure 


mattcr-plapnly although nat ſo (moothly, as darckely g 
elegantly, Nepther doubte Jat all, if any thinge be ſee 
downe o vs in theſe bookes\vnp2operly-02 groſely,which 
not withſtandinge ſhall be avouchedout of holy ſcriptute, 
that J ſball thereby. deſerue repzebenſion, if men not al⸗ 
fectionate may fudge therein, Pat A bene herein my 
9 . imper⸗ 
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imperfection (Lewis moſt. renoumed Prince) in that J 
vooe at all feare the cenſure of other, in theſe thinges 
which on pour maieſty J beſtowe alone. Foz J do aſſure 
my ſelte, that your highnes will take in good parte thele 
mp doinges (ſuch as they are) mote fo the greate good 
will, which eſpecially moued me to wzite,then fo2 any ſkil 
therein conteined. And that J do ſo mutch pꝛeſume, the 
excellency of your good nature, the noblenes of pour boũ- 
tefull hart always to be remTbzed,doth geue me noſmall 
occaſion . Foz when I wzote vnto pou my booke entitu⸗ 
led of Nobilicy eſtabliſhed by ciuill pollicie, which was 
of me compiled nothinge learnedly, wherein no elegancy, 
02 fine poinct of ſkill was ſhewed, Jfounde that my good⸗ 
will and earneſt deſter was bnto pour grace acceptable, 
not onely by the plentifull rewardes and great giftes as 
boũdantly on me beſtowed, but alſo by that whiche you 
ſpake very honourably ſoundinge to my great p2ayſe c 
commendation,which J in deede haue moze, then of any 
other, by a great deale accomptedof. Fo2 I aſſure pou, 
thoughe leaſt of any thinge J deſire p2aiſe, pet J was 
therewith moued with exceedinge iope, wheras J holde 
this as an infallible truth. that the god opinion of apzince 
lo great and vertuous,doth ſurmounte al titles of digni⸗ 
ty which might redounde to mans glozy . Il baue nowe 
therefoze compiled a newe wozke,moze ample, c ot grea- 
ter fozce,then that which was in p other two bokes diſpu 
ted : pzincipally moued thereunto thzough an ardente 
and earneſt zeale, which J beare vnto godlines, then eſpe⸗ 
ctali to declare my diligence, and dutifull harte to youre 
royall maieſty. And albeit they haue one name, and beare 
the like inſcription, vet the argument which we at this 
pꝛeſent do handle, is farre differinge from that, whiche 
was vttered, in that ourbzeife inſtruction. Foz we diſputed 
there, howe ſome linages thzough a good diſpoſition of - 
nature,embzacethvertue,which ik it happely grewe, and 
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dy tontinuall and daily pꝛactiſe come to perfection, it bʒin⸗ 
geth fozth that excellencie of nature, which we call noble⸗ 
nes ol birth. In which diſcourſe truely, when firft after 
the manner andozder of Logicians, wedefininge nobility, 
and deuidinge the ſame into certaine partes, endeuoured 
to expꝛeſſe and declare the fozce and nature thereof, then 
we ſpake of the firſte beginninge and antiquitpe thereof, 
not omittinge whatſoever is in anyolvemonument repoꝛ· 
ted ol ſuch, who hath ſuſteined any laboure oz perill, foz 
the loue and true honour of vertue . Laſtly whereas the 
eſtate of Nobility, (as of all other thinges incidente and 
apperteyninge to the eſtate ofman, is variable and much 
ſubiect to alteration, we haue there taught, by what mea- 
nes honour is obte ine d, and contrarpwiſe, by what vices 
it is blemiſhed and bereued of his accuſtomed lighte and 
beautye. And che dꝛykte of all out diſputation and reaſo⸗ 
ninge was this, to make it knowen vnto all men that no- 
bility as vpon a chiefe Pyllour refteth on vertue,and that 
the Pillour ofvertue beinge ſhaken and ouerthzowen, no⸗ 
bilitye it ſelfe kalleth tothe grounde. But beecauſe all 
that vertue whereofthen eſpecialipe we did intreate, al- 
tbough it baue at the firſt a great and glozious ſhewe, pet 
doth it not reach vnto that ab'olute perfection of vertue 
that wee woulde gladlye attaine, but who!pe conſiſteth 
in the pꝛactiſe df Policie, rather by the opinion of men by» 
baldt c aduaũced, then ſer foxth thzough the true. clcerr, 
and diuine light ofperfec holines, J haue thought good, 
the grounde and beginninge thereof moge der pely conſi⸗ 
dere d, by diligent ſtudpe to ſearch and trate out, wbat is 
the full foxce.avd nature of true and per fed vertue that, 


that beinge conſidere d, and manifeſtly knowen, we might 
tuidently be holde the figure and image of that noblenes, 
whole ſubſts unte is pure, whoſe qualities perfite, whoſe 
figure moſt delicate and ercckdinge beautifull. Foz ſee⸗ 
inge that noblenes of bizth ir from vertue, it fan 
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veth with god reaſon,thar we ſhould take thoſe to be the 
wo2thielk and nobleſt hauſes, which hath ſpꝛonge of that 
cõſtãcie, æ inuiolate godlines,which is not thzough vaine 
pompe, and glozious oſtentation ratified, but chzough ſins 
cericye of god like, and vpholdinge iuſtice, generally al- 
lowed and confirmed. In this wozke therefoze diſlingui⸗ 
ſhinge that vertue which conſiſtech in opinion, from that 
which is true and perfect, wee purpoſe verily to deſcrive 
the excellent qualities of chat nobilicy, which by the bene- 
fic and oꝛdinaunce of Almighty God is geuen to them, 
that pꝛokeſſe Chziſtianity » But foꝛaſmuch as vertue in 
bis right nature may not be knowen, except it be fully a» 
grev vppon, what is that ſoueraigne god and chieke felt» 
city, whereanto duringe our liues we direct all our dent- 
ſes and dooinges ( fozalmutch as vercue is nothinge els 
but a redie way guldinge vs to the chiefeſt and perkecteſt 
ende of all choſe hinges, which poſſibly we can in mans 
life deſire : ) therefoze whereas the laſt ende muſt bee 
knowen, vefoze we may vnderſtande what vertue is: fir 
of all we well endeuour co declare, what is that laſt ende 
purpoled to man, vnto the which we are by nature o2det- 
ned, and from whence all honour and dignity hath flows 
en, and wherein chiefly is put the ſkate of mans felicity , 

Foz we cannot ſo mutch as by imagination ſeclude nobi 
lity from vertue, and excepte vertue woꝛcke to ſome god 
end and pur pole it ought not to be called pꝛoperly by that 
name: It remainech cherefoze that without the know- 
ledge of mans felicity no kinde of nobility can in any wiſe 
be kounde oz percetued. Furthermoze whereas it is the 
pꝛoperty of a Nable minde and excellent nature to clime 
bigher, and to aduaunce bis minde to the veholdinge of 


thinges in Peauen, and not regarde the vayne ſherwe, of 
tranſico2y pleaſures: it / is apparant tbat be is moſt nos 
ble æ wozthtelt of honour, which deſireth ſome one thing 
molk p2tuctpall and excellent. Therefoze Jam determt- 
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nedinthis firſt boke co declare what felicicy, is alſo ta tree 
of þ eſtate © dignity of ma, laſtly of bis decay, fall egreac 
miſery:þ by this meãs I may baue occaſid to declare bn ta 
what dignity g wozthines hee is reſtozed , what honour 
thzongh Chriſtianitie he hath attained. But now Jam in⸗ 
ſticly to beſech you (moſt renoumed Pzince) that pou wil 
tẽder theſe mp doings witch like gentlenes and clemencie 
as you haue alwape moſt gratiouſly fauoured ſuch which 
haue bozn towards you a faithfnl & [cial hare. Foz IJ all 
think my labour wel & ſufficiently rewarded, if I may vn 
derſtand that this my good will was bnto you accepta ble 


offered in dilatyng this kynde of argument. 


yy Verfoze that wee mape repete this matter from the 
beginninge, it is maniteſt that all menne hathe kyx ed 
befoze their eies ſome tertapne marke oz end, vnto which 
they direct their doinges,# whatſocuer is intẽded in this 
lyfe. And al men with one voyce call this laſte end a life 
bleſſed, floziſhinge and happpe, deuoyde of all kynde of mi⸗ 
ſerie, and abounding with all kynde of felicity, But wher 
in this felicitye conſiſteth, tbere hath bene alwales among 
moꝛtall men a verpe greate and a continuall diſlention, 
in ſo muche the moſt part of mẽ hath not accoꝛded in one as 
ppuion. Foꝝ ſuc he as euery mans Phancaſtt is, ſuc he an o 
ynyon touchinge the chiefeſt and ſoueraigne good dothe 
be embzace.Fo2 at the beginninge they that gaue them; 
ſelues ouer wholy to carnall and ſenſuall deligbtes, ne⸗ 
ther coulde withe their eyes beholde the moſfe excellence 
parte of theymlſelues : they {eptherin riches, oz luſte⸗ 
full pleaſures.ſuppoſed that laſt deſiredende of man ta 
be reßoſev. Foz ſame of them did verely think that ina- 
boundance of all riert commodities fe licitye was cons 


, 
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teined, andjchole commodicyes wbick ( onelye their under 
ſtãding was able to reach vnto) by ſkoze of welth they ſa w 
pꝛacuted Some other when they were not able ta con⸗ 


ceiue 


pleaſure mouerh the ſences, ſuppoſed felicitie to be replete 
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teyut any greater delight, then that which with a ſweete 


with all kynde of ioye and pleaſure, and therfoze did with 
all earneſt endeuoure ſeke to embzate the pleaſure of the 


body, But they which were afflicted with any greuaus 


calamity, eyther tormented and ſhaken with an incurable 
maladie of the body o2 weer vehementlye oppꝛeſſed wyth 
aduerſe koztune, ſuche placed the whole perfection of blel⸗ 


ed lpfe and chiefe happines in the ſound and perfect bealth- 


ofthe bodye,and in ſuche meanes as coulde ridde and dil- 
pache them from all ſich diſtreſſe and miſery, But tbe 
intollerable errour ,and exceedinge folly of ſuche ſemeth 


rather with/banniages and curſes,then with wooꝛdes and 


argumentes to be refelled,asa thing moze woozthy of cõ⸗ 
demnation thenconfutation .. Fo2 who ſeeth not their fu- 
rious madnes, who, ſith we couſiſt of body and ſoule one» 
ly make accofipt of one part of themſelus ,and that truely 


which is in nature farre inferio2 to the other, that which 
is common to vs with brute and ſauage beaſtes: But the 


other parte they do neglecte which is euerlaſtinge, and 
bath in it imp2inced the figure and trueCharectez of þ di⸗ 
nine nature. A gapne other there are (that wee leaue 
this abiecte and bile kyndeof people )who beepng endued 


wyth moze vnderſfandinge ,and conceiuinge muche mote 
of the woozkes of nature dooe couet wyth all care and 
induſtry to atchine to the titles of honour and dygnyty, 


fo2 there is by nature ingendzed in vs a certapne ſparcle 


of excellencie and noble courage kindling in vs a deſire of 


bonoure and pꝛincipalitp, whiche in thoſe men that are of 
a pꝛincely mynde doth moſt euidently appeare and ſbew it 
ſelfe. And pet thele in this one poynt are muche deceiued 
and greatly miſſe the mark. foꝛ they frame they; life accoʒ⸗ 


dinge to the opinion ofthe vnlearned people, and repoſe p 


chieke popnt okt rue prafſe and commendation on the vain 
brute andeſtimation,ofthe fooliſh andraſcall 9 
alt 
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Laſtly they are greatly to be rep2oued fo2 that thep deſire 
pꝛeheminence and auctozity,as the laſt reward of al theit 
Ipfe. Fo2 that laſte and ſoueraigne good wberunto wer 
ſhould directe all our actes, ought to be conſtante, certaiu- 
E permant̃t, not variable bzitle# of ſmal continuance, nei- 
ther ſache as ihe common people, ſhall determine, o2 cõ- 
firme by their ſottiſh reaſon, and bzutiſhe teſtimonye . Ae 
gayne by what reaſon may we deeme that the marcke,and 
ende of al oure dopnges, whiche fo2 if ſelfe ſake is neuer 
deſired ,but is euer referred ta ſome other moze abſolute 
and perfecte ende. And truelp it is daplye experienced, 
that al they that deſlre excedingly to be in aucthozity, and 
to be placed in an honozable ſcate in the common wealthe, 
doe ambitiouſly ſecke ſuche office and pꝛomotion eſpecial⸗ 
Iye fo2 thꝛee cauſes, Foz ſome deſire highe eſtate fo2 that 
when thep are ofa great power, they may haue a free re- 
tourſe to al kinde of pleaſures , and want no other como- 
dityes neceſſarp, and incident to the life of man, Seconde⸗ 
ly other couet 5̊ place ofa magiſtrate that they may there- 
by be thought good and indued with ſome notable vertu. 
Foz commonlye good opinion is conceiued of his pꝛudẽte 
pollicp, and excelltt vertue, which litteth in place of great 
auctozuty. Foz the vulgare people ſuppoſe that honou⸗ 
rable offices are not beſtowed on ane man, but fox ſome - 
eſpecial vertue and ſingular honeſtie. Laſtly, they which 
are of moze wyſedome deſire to haue the rule and gouern⸗ 
ment of other foz this onely conſideratid that they migbt 
in their office and gouermẽt ſhew fozth magnificente boſi» 
tefalnes ,+inpartſach vertues vnto other as with which 
their mindes are frayght, and ſingularly furniſhed. Foz 
be that deſyreth to reape that fruite that he ought todo of 
Juſtice, integritpe, and conſtancie can by no meanes pur- 
chaſe the ſamein moze ample wyſe, then by that higbe 
degre of honoure and dignity, in whiche he may not onely 
much benefpte and pzofice pimlelle,but in greateſt affai- 
res 
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res may be a great ayde and aſſiſtance to all thoſe citizens 
and neighbours wpth whorn he is conuerſante. There⸗ 
foze whereas ſome wayte fo a place of honour to the ende 
they may line licencfouflp ,ether that they might in deede 
though pꝛeheminence ſhew the true paterne ok perfegtio, 
thep of al other are moſt ignozante whiche ſuppoſe in ey- 
ther of their deſires accopliſhedthat to bee conteined, v of 
vs onely is; and ought to be deſired. Foz as much the laſt 
deſired ende bath no further relation, but eacbhe thinge fox 
that endes ſake is deſired aud laboured faz. Whereloze 
all kynde of pleaſure ,perfett health, and ſuch lyke are to 
be numbꝛed amonge the loweſt and baſeſte ſoꝛte of goode 
tbinges, yk they deſerue ſuche name oz tytle at all. Fo? 
we may moderatelp lometpmes deſire auctozity, meze mo 
ued thert vnto thzongh reafon then pꝛouoked by ambltid: 
chat we may further the weale and pꝛokite of other, not 
that we ſhoulde thin ke them the rewarde ofall oure well 
Iſttinge, But J leaue to ſpeake any moze of the Pbantaſ- 
ticall oppnions of the people, that Imap march on apace 
towardes thepm whiche baue pꝛokeſſed cheymſetues 
gupdes and inſtructoures of other in matters cots 
chinge honeſtpe, and the good conuerſation ok lyfe, Dec 
J ꝛomiſe not to cite all, fo it weere an endles labour to 
retoũte ſo many opinions aàs ate in the mounments & woꝛ· 
kes of Hoiloſopbers deliuered vnto vs. But J wil paſſe 
ouer them with ſilence whole (udgement hath nothinge 
diffcred from the opinionof the cemmon people. Fo? tru- 
ly whereas thep bad defiled thepmſelnes wyth all kynde 
of abomination theyhauinge theyr ſighte duſked with a 
dark cloudoffilthines andſhamewere able toſee nothing 
but that whiche appcreeined to the luſt and pleaſureof the 
bodie, oz to ontwarde gaine g external commodity.UUher 
foze J wil lett to ſprak of Cyrenaickes, an obſcure ſect of 
phflofophers Hicrome of Rhodes, Ariſtippus, and the 


Epicure in whole bokes are coteined both their opinions. 


Foz 


——_— * 
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Fo2 it is vnmeete that they ſhoulde by any meanes be ac⸗ 
compted amonge them that are famous and renowned 


foz their witte and learning. 


IJ Verefoze that we mar vnderſtand what the opinton of 
the moſt renowined Philoſophers bath bin, it is ap- 
parante that the Academickes and Peripatetickes haue 
ſapde and a ffirmed that the nature of goodthinges are de⸗ 
uided into thzee kinds. In the fir parte they accompte 
thole chinges which pooliſhe d adourne the minde: which 
againe is ſoztedinto two partes. Foz one ſoztfurniſheth 
the minde e pꝛepareth it to the ſearche and knowledge of 
many thinges: the other inſtruct and enfozme the will of 
man to all kindeofvercues , whereunto we are ledde and 
induced by wyſede mes pꝛeſcription and moderatiõ. Ju 
the ſeconde place they accompte healthe and whatſocuer 
mape keepe and pꝛeſerue the bodye in his goodeſtate and 
perfection; Laſtiy all thoſe thinges that happen vnto vs 
by foztune and caſual aduenture, they place in the laſt and 
loweſt degree. But when all theſe good thinges are hap- 
pened bppon ſome one man, they thinck then, that bleſſed 
life is complete and perfect, But ſo that vertue be embꝛa / 
ted, and the ſame continually exerciſed, and put in v2e;but 
the good gifts either of the body 02 of 1 e, they ſhould 
to that ende retaine, to make them ſeruauntes and hand- 
maids of vertue, which ſhoulde waite vppon her at euery 
becke, without the neceſſary helpes wherof vercue (foz all 
that) could not commodſouflp,and well diſcharge her du⸗ 
tie. And Ariſtotle the beſte learned, gx Pzince of Philos 
ſophers doth after this maner declare by definition what 
kelicitie is. It is (ſapth he)an action ofthe minde, conſo⸗ 
nant and agreeing to the pꝛeſcript rule, ofthe moſt excel- 
lent vertue,exerciſed all the whole terme and ſpace of che 
life of man. And this opinion is likewiſe that, that great 


and excellente vertue can in no ſhine and ſhe w I 


like woꝛthely termed a happie life, which in pꝛoceſſe of 


maintenaunce of true wozſhip 
-rtiy theſe chinges,becauſe they ſeeme to bee ſo ſapd, that 
thep map moſte fitly bee applyed to the life of man: they 
are almoſte ſo generally by euery mans opinion allowed, 


The firſt Booke 


his foꝛte, it the body be either afflicted wpth any greeuous 
calamitie , 02 the minde diſquteted thzoughe the inturie 
and malice of frowarde Foztune. - Neitheris he by any 
meanes ſo to bee perſwaded, that hee mayc ſuppoſe that 


time maye dꝛiue a man to wofull waplinge, and fall into 
miſerable eſtate and extreme calamitie . Me hath there- 
foze determined that whatloeuer wee, hall do and take 
in bande in this life, ſhalbe to this purpoſe that ſirſt the 
moſte excellente vertues ofthe minde ſhoulde be ſoughte 
fo2 , andembzacev , then hee that deſireth to obtaine felis 
citie ſhoulde bee ſo well pꝛouided of wozldlye lubſtaunce,. 
that both hee{maye in this life maintapne his counte⸗ 
naunce wpth tredite, and that the continuall pꝛactiſe of 
vertue do not ceaſe by the mtanes of pouertie and miſe⸗ 
rable penurie And that the power and abilitie, which 


the qualities of the boop and foztune do pelde,ſhould to no 


other thinge haue moꝛe eſpeciall relation, then to the 
pe and honeſtie. And ve⸗ 


that no mans iudgemente at this day is moze vniuerſalliy 
recepued. Fo! hee giueth to bertue the pꝛorogatiue, by 
the ſhyninge and cleare bzigbenes whereof, all men well 
crapned and bzought vppe, are chiefly guided. But when 
bee ſayth that other goodthinges both belonginge to the 
body, and depending on foztune are not to be deſpiſed, then 
bee ſeemeth to be one that fawneth on the people, and 
pleaſeth their humour andfondedelighte. Ju which o- 
pinton notwithſtanding hom many groſſe errours be, het 
may eaſeſp perceiue which wpth dilligent and derpe con⸗ 
ſideration will ponder chis matter. By che exerciſe 
(ſapth ts molt ren vertue, bleſſed life i - per 

ecely 
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fecly accompliſhed. . If the caſe ſtande thus, then let bs 
baderſtande what manera thing that vertue is, the cauſe 
efficient of ſo wonderfull and great bleſſedn g, eyther by 
what meanes it is obtapned, oʒ how wee mape diſtinguiſh 
boneſtie which is perfece and abſolute, from the falſe and 

pꝛetended colour of bone ſtie. Foz J coulde neuer pet 
gelle bow vertue could be vnderſtoode, extepte the nature 
of the laſt and ſouer aygne good be firſt plainly and mani 
feſtly Rnowen. Fo2 vertue is notbinge els but a perfedi- 
on ok reaſon, leadinge vs to the attayninge the laſt deſired 
ende ol bleſſednes and felicitie. And then reaſon (ſape 
they) is moſt yerfecte, when like as one that leuelcth bis 
ſhafce oz darte at ſome marke ſo reaſon beholdeth ſome 
purpoled ende, as it were a marcke, whither it directeth e⸗ 
uerp action .. Therefoze the excellencie ot true vertue 
by no meanes can bee percepued , excepte the ende vnto 
the which ic ſhoulde readely binge vs, bee perfectly knoe« 
wen. The wbichtbing Ariſtotle himſelke hath taught: 
fozaſmuch as befoze he would anyithinge at all entreate 
of vertue, hee tooke in hande to exp}eſſe and declare what 
felicitie was, that that being knowen, the nature power, 
and efficacie of true vertue migbte efcſones appeare , the 
which notmythſtandinge be coulde in no wyſe perfozme. 
Foz I woulde willinglylearne of him, what manner a 
thing that felicity is, fe2 the attapning wherof, J ould. 
refuſe no labaure and trauayle .. 

Þere hee reckoneth the vertues of the minde, the quaz. 
lities of the bodye, the goods of Foztune, the which bes. 
inge obtapned , felicity isattapned . Andinthefirfte 
place hee repoſeth the duties that pꝛoceede from Uer-. 
tue. Nowe truly manſfeſte it is that this is a ſtraunge 
and pꝛepoſterous ozder that the laſte deſired ende ſhould 
be knowen by Uertue, not Uertue bp the laſte deſi⸗ 


ted ende. 
3 But. 


r 
1 
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But let vs graunt him that, that at length wee moitghte 
perfectly ſee into the nature of Uertue. Uertue(ſapth A- 
riſtotle)ts a conſtante affection of the minde , obtapned by 
free election, conſiſtinge in a certaine mediocritie, and the 
ſame being directed by the righte rule of reaſov. But J 
pꝛap you p2oceede a litle further in this matter, ko as pet 
I percetue not what vertue is. What meane you then by 
t be righte rule ofreaſon , which is to vs by pou delinered 
in the definition of vertue. That is it (ſayth be)in another 
plsce, which beinge obſcured by no kinde of darcknes w⸗ 
out anp difficultie ſeeth that laſte ende vnto the which all 
the doinges and actions of our life ought to bee referred. 
Now thou doeſt turne mee ouer againe to the ſearchinge 
out of ö laſt deſired end, which that I might plainly per⸗ 
teiue fro the ſearching out of the lame. thou didſt put mee 
ouer to the conſideration ofvertue.J pzay you what other 
thinge is it to tourne round in a circle, it this be not: Firfk 
pou lay that ver tue bzingeth vs to felicitie. Then againe 
vou ſo deſcribe felicitie, that except ſirſt wee perfectlyvn- 
derſtand the nature ok vertue, what felicity is, we cannot 
ſo muche as by coniecture imagine. This therefoze mas 
keth mee to ſtand in a muſe : fo2 nepther do J vnderſtande 
what vercue is,neither whither it tendeth. But to leaue 
tbeſe crabbed and difficult matters, it ſhalbe verp pzofitas 
ble to know whether that felicitie which Ariſtotle would 
frame, be ſuch a thing as we might bappelx at any time at⸗ 
taine. Foz if it bee of that nature that it cannot bee obtap⸗ 
ned, neither that any maye poſſibly copaſle, becauſe of the 
inconſtancie and frailtie ot mans eſtate and condition, 
what ſhall that deſcription of happie life pꝛofite the com- 
mon ſocietie of man; Pozeouer whereas all thinges in 
the whole vniuerſall wozlde do commonly at the length 
come to their ende and perfection, no doubte it were an 
errour intollerable to thincke, that onely man, foz whoſe 
ſake all thinges which wee ſee wyth oure eyes were oz⸗ 
dapned, 
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dayned, ſhould neuer come to bis p2efixed felicitie, which 
Ariſtotle mult conłeſle, being thereunto dyuen by neceſ 
ſitie. Foz whereas his opinion is chat felicſtie is to be 
obtapned in this life, and withall giueth ſuch power and 
pMeheminence to Foztune, that wich a boyſterous blaſte 
of her diſpleaſure,our happie elkate map be ſhaken in ſon⸗ 
der and vtterlye overwhelmed , hee ſeemeth thereby to 
make men euer in a wzetched and miſerable caſe , Foz 
who is hee co whom any pztuiledge oz immunttie is grait- 
ted from thoſe miſchieues , wherewith wee ſee this life 
oppꝛeſſed and continually afflicted: Js there (ſape Y 
any man ſo free and exempted from miſerie, but that 
ſometimes, will hee, oz nill hee, hee taſteth of the cuppe ot 
calamitte,o2 at the leaſt mape not dꝛeade ſuch diſcomficus' 
res wyth the which the happy life (if it may bee ſo called) 
mape bee both obſcured andvecerly loſſe * Fozall men 
which line on che face of che earth coke life chiefly to this 
ende and purpoſe, that chey ſhould conſume: they? nayes 
in teares and mourninge, and ſpende the greateſte part of 
their life famentably; languiſhinge in greate woe and mi ⸗ 
ſerye. | Neyther in anye age o memoꝛpe ot man coulde 
there euer ſa much as one man be founde, vnto whom by 
many degrees there did not moꝛe euill, chen good betide. 
Solon fo2 his wyſedome che moſte renowmed Grecian, 
beinge demaunded ol Cræſus Ringe of Lydia, whom hee: 
iudged to bee of all other moſte happie, aunſweared, one 
Tellus an Athenian which had begotten in a Countrye 
aboundinge wyth all commodities, childzen excelling in 
goodlines of perſonage, and ſtrength ot bodie: and after - 
wards defendinge his Country manfullpe, ended bis life 
wyth greateglozp., Alſo hee added to Tellus, Cleobis, 
and Biton, boznein the Cittie ok Argos, who when tbey 
bad marueylouſlp ewe their good nature and dutifull 


obedience to their mother departed this life. Foz they; 
mother 
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of they} frendes wyth dauncing and ſinginge. Foz they 
thougbt it moſt conuenient to wet pe and mourne at their 
natiuitie, being the beginniage of all miſerp: and contta⸗ 
riwyſe to death as to the ende of all wzetchednes, they 
thoughte reiopſinge was moſte agreeable. But what 
neede J to this effecte and purpoſe diſcourſe any moze ex* 
amples + Foz not onely bythe teſtimcnies of aunciente 
wꝛyters, but alſo by infinite examples wythin the time ol 
our owne remembzaunte it mape be clearely perceyued, 
that no man hath euer liued that hath not bin verye often 
times diſtreſſed wyth carcs, bexations, daungers, and an 
infinite ſo2te of diſeaſes and calamities. Det there are 
ſome recoꝛded by leatned u ppters,notmany,which haue 
bin of the common people thoughte happie: Such as 
Metellus of Macedonia, Cæſar Octauius, Lucius Silla 
were: and one oꝛ twomoze , which migbte bee reckoned 
wytb theſe. But they that write of the miſfo2tunes which 
diuerſlye happened vnto them, they that make repozteof 
their aduerſe and crooked foztunes wherewythall they 
were oftentimes toſſed from poſte to piller, giue vs moſke 
certapne and euidente notice of the intollerable burden 
of mannes miſerye . Fog they that in their woꝛldly at 
kapzes had verpe good and pꝛoſper ous ſucteſſe, coutde not 
eſcape thoſe hard bꝛunts and ineuitable calamities wher- 
wyth mans life is compaſſed on euer ſyde, what mapt 
wee thincke of all che reſide w, which by all mennes con⸗ 
- feſſion were unhappy and myſerable , But admitte 
Foꝛtune werevnto any man ſo fauourable, and bountiful, 
that ſhee woulde beape vppon him all commodities that 
poſſibly bee could in his life requy2e : commonly we ſhall 
ſee him haue ſome. Tragicall ende, beinge epther foz⸗ 

lozue as a Captife, oz truſſed bppe like a Trapter. 
The which thinge happened to Polycrates of the Ale 
of Samos, who when hee had Ipued in greate p2oſperi- 
tie, du- 
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| miſchiues,o2 at le aſt ( which is to p ſame effec.) dyeadeth 
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ty, during the ſpace and terme of all his life, was at len- 
gth taken of his enempe, bercued of his life, and ſpoy- 
led of all his gods . bat ſhoulde J here ſpeake 
ofthe death of Cyrus ? What ſhould J make mention of 
the ruthfull ende of Camby ſes ? What ſhould. J call to 
memozy the heaup, lamentable, and dolefull death of Põ- 
peie the great ?. To what ende ſhould Jrecite a number 
of other, who haue.yeelded fuffictent matter of moſt· puy⸗ 
full lamentations in tragedies. and other ſolempne ſtages 
plaies ? Zlhereas daily the courfe of common life geueth 
bs to vnderſtande that there is in the whole earth no kind 
of liuinge creature moe ſubiect ta al kind ot miſerics,ch# 
man .. If therefoze accozdinge to Ariſtotles opinion theſe 
good thinges eyther of the bodp, oz foztune, to the full 
furniture of a bleſſedlife are required: And the euclſes 
tõtraty to them, make our life wzetched.and miſt rable, no 
man (J aflure pou) can. be accoumptedhappy. Foz thetx 
is uo man but is lometunes greatly diſquieted w hozrible 


not day night al miſaduftures that may happẽ to man, 
much like vnto thoſe, which are ſayd to ber in hellithe top 
ment. e 09003190 N rt ads! | 
A boue whoſe heades great ſtones of flimte moſt ready ſtill to 
do hange, and ſeemeth falling aie to cruſh their pates with all 


o - : 


. Therefoze that man of ſo great iudgement bath beſto⸗ 
wed all his diligence in vaine, by ſettinge fozth vnto vs 
ſuch a felicity, which al men woulde wiſhe fo2 willingely, 
but no man can attapne poſſibly . Ik ſo be that he, that 
txcelled all other in wit, in induſtry, in iudgement coulde 
not redelp ſee. what was to be deſired in this life: What 
may wee thincke of the reſt, whoſe iudgement was farre 
vnlpke, whole conninge and hy * in the ſearchinge 
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that they moughtfeeme conſtante, then beinge thereunts 


- Felicity in the dignitye x woꝛthines of the ſoule of man, ſo 
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out ofhigh and ſubtile geſtions was farre differinge, ſach 
as the Stoikes were. 


A Nd the chieke of this Stoike ſecte was Zeno,a man 

bothe ſage and continente , who thoughte him ſelfe 
thꝛough vercue ſufficiently able both to withſtand 5 pꝛic⸗ 
kinge griefes of (ozowe,x to eſcape þ thꝛeatninge tbũder⸗ 
boltes of frowarde foztune,becauſe he was very well ar- 
med with onely vertue,foz the body he ſec at naught, and 
meaſured felſcicy onely by the qualities of the mind. Mot · 
withſtandinge he taught ſuch kinde of doctrine, which no 
wile man will beleeue,ercepce he be wedded vnto his opi⸗ 
nion ( oz often times many doe ſtande in argument moze 


induced by reaſon and vnderſtandinge) J ſape hee main⸗ 
teyneth ſuch kinde of learninge, whiche mapin no wiſe ol 
the learned be defended, and is ſkofte at of the ignozant. 
Fot he would that che minde of man ſhould be ſo firmely 
ſtaied and grounded vppon conſtancp, that it ſhaulde at no 
time ſo mutch as one iotte be moued. Fo2 he thinketh it 
an hainous faulte to be tozmented wyth griefe 02 care, to 

be inclined to gratious fauour and mercy, to be inflamed'Þ 
with any deſire, to be pꝛouoked with wzath, hatred 02 any 
perturbation of che minde. In this condicion of like, voide 
of all affedion, which the Greekes call impaſſibilitye, bee 
thinketh the ſoueraigne god conteined: ſo that he which 
bath attainedit,may be takẽ foʒ a man abſolutely wile, a 
Ringe, a bleſſed and happyeman. Againe as touchinge 
the reſt, chepm as ſottes, as ſeruile men ſtepned wyth all 
kinde of diſhaneſtpe hee contemneth and nothinge regar⸗ 
deth. Firſt and p2incipally therefoze whereas hee placeth 


that che vertue chereofcan by no grieke of the body oz pin · 
chinge paine and calamity ſeuered from that bleſſed and 


happie 


_ 
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happy tate of life : Herein he hath diſputed moze ffoutly 
and valiantly, then wiſcly and truly. Foz whereas the 
minde is th2ovgh the confunction of mutuall lone faſt tied 
and vnited to the body, truelpit can ſincke into no wyſe 
mans heade, as longe as they remaine one, if the bodye 
be thꝛougb calamity afflicted, but that the minde eftſones 
languiſheth and is diſquieted . Iftherefoze the Stoikes o⸗ 
- pinion is to bee folowed, teachinge vs that theheanines 
dolour ofthe minde wozketh mans miſerpe, then muſt it 
folowconſcquently,exceptthep will weſt che truth from 
vs by violence, and tell vs that ſenſes are deteiued in thin⸗ 
ges moſt cleare and euident, that no man were he neuer 
fo wiſe can attaine felicity, in trouble and vexation of body. 
Foz if we wanted our ſenſes, and that our bodye it ſelfe 7 
were not of our nature, then a man of meane percepue- 
raunce might be per ſuaded, that he whoſe bodye were toꝛ· 
— with fire, were neuer theleſſe happy. But where 
as we conſift of body and ſoule, bo we can we duringe this 
life ſuppoſe that to be felicity which hath regarde only to 
one parte of vs, and in miſerable diſtreſſes leaueth the o⸗ 
ther? |Eſpectally whereas by the neteſſarye opt ration of 
nature when the bodie feeleth paine, the minde ſufferech 
the ſame . Therefoze men of great wiſedome and Judge- 
ment hath not affirmed without great conſideration, that 
the appetite of anger and deſire hath beneingraffed in our 
mindes fo2 two cauſes :thatÞ mpndes themlelues ſhould 
haue god regarde to peſerue thoſe bodies whoſe guides 
and keepers they ought to be. That is to witt that they 
ſhould by deſire fo2 bodily ſuſtenaunce covet thinges meet 
and conuenient, and by anger ſhould efchewe and auopde 
thinges hurtefull and daungerous. Therefoze whereas 
math and deſireare in vs by nature, it cannot be againe- 
ſaide, when there is a ſtew ofanyexcedinge god foztune, 
o2 great euell imminent o likely to follow, but that oure 
P.. minde s 
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myndes ſtirred vp with a kinde ol moze vehemency are ei- 
ther moze redy with (oy and pleaſure to gratulate that 
which happely commeth to paſſe, either moze til and pen- 
ſiue to bewaile that, which hath vnkoztunat y chaunced . 
And whereas this terrour of feare (that J omitt to 
ſpeake ofanp other paſſion ) hath once by the w2eſtlinge 
ofnatureaſſaplen the minde, it hath ſtreight waies vtter- 
ly ouerthꝛowen the Stoukes felicity which tonſiſteth chiefs 
ly in ſecurity . And that they conclude all matters with 
their owe argumentes; what can be ſhewed out of their 
wzitinges which may p2ofit vs atall*nodought nothinge. 
Foz they bereue vs of the vſe of reaſon: -Uiyereas they 
do viterly abandon,and as it were plucke vp by the rotes 
all kindes of affections geuen vs by nature wherewith 
ſometimes we are quickned to the exerciſe of vertue + 
Dowecleare andapparant that is, I leaue at this time to 
ſpeak? , Fo? there is no man ſo very a dolt, but ſeth how 
contrary it is to mans nature: and they that would dꝛiue 
into our mindes that aſtoniſhment, which the Stoikes call 
tranquilitp doe not determine mans felicicy,but do veters 
ly extinguiſh and bury in vs all kindeof humanicy . That 
therekoze that is ſo manifeſt let vs omit? . Aud let vs con⸗ 
ſider howe p2ofitable to the pꝛeſeruation of the ciuill ſoci- 
ety of man that opinion is. Put the caſe that a rumour 
ſpzead of the enemy comminge doth wonderfully terreſie 
the Cittizens. The whole Cittie beinge aſfonied wich 
feare taketh great care howe they may put from them the 
euell which maye enſue, In this caſe, the gouernours 
and cheike rulers will looke vnto the common ſafetye, 
the moſte couragious and luſtieſt men they will appointe 
ready in armes, garriſons they will ſec in oder, all the 
reſte fo2 the power and abylitye tbat euerye man hath 
wil diligentlye beſtirre themſelues ta dꝛpue from theire 
bokides the fozce of the enempe, which as a miſchiefe and 
that noſmall miſchiefe they make accoumpte ok. Bat 


this 
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this great wpſe man in that generall feare and hozrour ot 
all h is country, will not be by any meanes be, which moe 
will eſt ee me of this terryble tumulte, then his owne pꝛy⸗ 
uate ſtud ie and contemplation, Foz why ſhoulde hee fo2 
a ſoꝑte of ſilye ſimplemens ſakes withdzawe himſelfe fr6 
the ſtudy of wiſedome ? he wil not do it in any wyſe. Nay 
whiche is moze hee will not lo much as chaunge his coun- 
tenaunce inthat greate hurlieburlpe, oł the whole citty. 

All this tyme he deludeth their doinges', accompting the 
very ſimple and ignozante whiche dꝛeade that as a greate 
daunger and miſchiefe ,which hee ſuppoſeth not to be ac- 
compred among the nombze ok euil things. At the length 


when he dooth lee the ſiege iayd agapnſte the whole citye. 


and the city to be ſet vppou wyth mayn foꝛce, and that the 
chief rulers reſiſt with might and main, he cannot refrain 
from laughing to lee the citizens with whom he dwelleth 


tremble and quake ko feare , ſometymes to rũne all on a 


beape, ſometimes to runne giddiſy hither and thither, and 
to trye and aſſap euery way how to remoue and put away 


the force ofthe enemy, Napa wyſe man woulde thynke 
in ihis pityfullplyght and common miſerp he Hould take 


armes and preſently encounter with the ſtouteſt ok bis e- 


nemies,not foꝛ that he lightly thinketh it a great aud perf 
lous miſchtefe ,as thzough reaſon and iudgemente hee is 
leade and induced to beleuethe ſame, But let vs know 
(J pꝛap pou)to what end and purpoſe this Stoyck ſhould 
take weapon * Foz wyſe men are neuer noted to be rach in 
their doings and haſty ,and what they take in hand pꝛoce⸗ 
deth of great iudgement and conſide ration. Therefoze 
fo2 what cauſe chiefly ſhould be take weapd in that kind of 
enterpꝛyſe? Tel me J pꝛape pou, ſhould be foꝛ þ aſſiſting 
bis neigbboures andpooze countrpemen? But fox that 
cauſe he eſtemeth them one ly miſerable, koꝛ that they are 
fnozant and taried away with vanity and errour of opi- 


nion . Agapne that bythe glimſe and o twarde — 
- wycro 
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whereof,he ſeeth them ſtriken into ſuche a dampe of feare 
an euil thinge, he:can in no wpſe accounte; And albeithe 
confeſſeth it bee a ſhatpe ſho h ze, pet not to be ſo muche re- 
garded that, ſoʒ the peeuiſhe oppnion of a ſozte of fooles it 
ſhould be ſo exceedingly feated. Therfoze laſely and ſloth» 
fully,not manfulſy and couragioullye doth he thinke that 
in that perilous conflict and bickeringe he ſhoulde behaue 
hymſelke. bo a I pꝛap you what great fruite bzingeth 
this wonderfull wiſoome $02 where ſhall he ſhe we that ſo 
ſiagular ſtoutnes of an inuincible mpnde + J do think at 
the laſt this will be the end of this tragicall matter: wh? 
be ſhall ſee the City beaten doune to the gzound when hee 
ſhal ſee all the treaſure, goodes and ſubſtance ofthe Ci- 
tezens dziuen & caried away befoze his fate, be muſt ſhew 
bimſelfe ſuche a one, as whom noſozrowe will daunte oz 
diſmaye zno pouerty pinch ,no calamity crucifpe,but ra⸗ 
ther he vaunteth himſelfe to be in bondage a kinge in er⸗ 
treame wanteofall chinges a man ſfozed wpth welthe.. 
in grife happye, in miſery floziſhinge and in good effate , 
And that he mought pzouethe lame, and withdzawe his 
fryndes from folly, in which onelp. bee repoſeth the chile 
miſery p mape happẽ to mii, hee framth certain hozned, 
cr a bbed 6 ſophiſtical arguments,wherbyhe woulde geue 
vs a cert. yne ſalue fo2 þ moſte fonde opinion of his, ther⸗ 
by meaninge to pꝛoue death, baniſhment ,pouerty ,lack 
ofpzinge ,contumelious repꝛoche, bondage, not to bee ac 
tompted euill. All cheſe thingesto confeſſe the trueth, ar 
luſtelp and loſtely ſpoken, but the common focetye of men 
reapeth at al no fruit oz commoditye therebp . Fo if ami 
be furniſhed wyth no other kind ok ſkill and wyſedome thẽ 
this, it is not poſſible he ſhould by wpſedome pꝛeuent the 
imminent daungers of warre ,02 wyth a val;ant force oz 
courage reſiſt chem that be pzeſent. But paraduenture 
you will ſay. This opinion auapleth much tn chinges ap⸗ 
| por» 
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perteyninge to ciuill affapzes . Ja what cauſes J pzay 
you: In publique matters? Powe can hee vpzightlye 
execute the office ofa judge oʒ magiſtrate which maketh 
no difference ot thinges doon inhouſe of parlament, oz in 
place ot iudgemtt, which iudgeth him woꝛthy ol as much 
puniſhmeate whiche hath but lightlye offended, as bim, 
which hath molt wickedly and abominablye deſtroyed his 
father. What ſhal Jſfande in ſhewinge youthat in pzi- 
uate cauſes whiche happeneth betweene man and man, it 
pꝛofiteth nothinge at all? Foz how is it poſſible that hee 
wil haue compaſſion of the impocente,pitee the afflicted , 
ſacco2 the pooze, whiche holdeth hym that is mercifull a 
mane baſe minded and ſeruile. Agayne map we thinke 
bim apte to rebuke offenders and wicked perſons ſharply, 
epther to rewarde bouatefullye men liuinge vertuouſlye, 
whiche is vtterly moued wyth no ſence of loue$02 hatred. 
And that I may knit: vp all in one woozde, what ſhall bee 
p2ofit the common ſotiety of man, which fozgetteth bim⸗ 
ſelfeto bee a man, and in a maner diuozceth himſelfe from 
bumaine nature: Foz the affections ofthe mynde are to be 
cutt of by reaſon, notraſhly to be plucked vppe by the roo · 
tes. Fo2 the one is good and a pꝛoſitable wap, and by wiſe» 
omes moderation mape bee obtepned: the other maye in 
no wyſe be compaſled, and if it might, pet it were not ſo 
= tobe deſired. Foz all maner of vertue of what kind 


t ſp2ing outofa mynd ſtirred with moft earneſt pꝛouo⸗ 
rations of induſtrye and diligence . Foz whereas all kynd 
of dutye is framed and faſhioned by the mpnde ,he can do 
nothinge luſtelp ,valianclpe,fozceblp , whoſe mpnd is not 
kindled and wonderfully inflamed with ardẽt deſire. And 
beras they take it foz a thing already graficed vnto th# 
hat eneryaſfection is contrary to reaſon, that no wiſe mã 
wil graunte: whereas they ſee reaſon it ſelfe p2cſcribeth 


lawes toalaffections of the mind, and ſhew eth thent bon 
arr 


uer it be, is at it were key colde and feeble ,which doth 
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accozding toreaſs we ſomtimes ware angry,4 cholerick, 
we hate, we loue, we pitie, we feate many things that may + 
enſue,we greenonſipe take pꝛeſent miſchaũces, we are ſtir 
redde vppe wythe greate deſire, wee are moued mars 
ueplouflye wythe ioye and pleaſure. Which-affections 
when they extede meaſare, they are to be reſtrapned with 
the bꝛidle oſreaſon and vnderſtanding, not to be extingui⸗ 
ſhed and put oute vtterly. Therefoze the motions of the 
mynd deer not impugne re; ſon, whereas they fo2 the moſt 
parte by ber rule and gouermente are leade and ozdered. 
Certes, lyke as in the ſea ſuch quiet and calme weather 
is not to be deſired, where with the floud may not be with 
the leſt paffe cf winde troubled, but rather ſuch open aire, 
wher by the ſhippe at the ſtearne may ſutke the ſeas wyth 
a mery gaie and pꝛoſperous wpnd - even lo there is to bee 
deſired inthe mynd, a litle pufte and as it were a blowing 
billow tohoiſe vp þ ſayls of the mynd wherebythe courſe 
therofmap be made lwikt and certayn.Andeuenſas aſkil⸗ 
full and couragious hozſeman doth notalwoye delight in 
a ſofte & gentle pace, but ſometymes geueth his .hozſe the 
ſpurre:tothe end hisftede ſhonld moue mozeiybely,' Do 
by reaſon ſometymes the perturbations of the mynde ate 
tir red and p2ickedforward,that we mought moze chear⸗ 
fully diſpatthe our bulines .Therefoz what tan we make 
ok this felfcitye which a man by no meanes map obkapne, 
bit could ber gottẽ, it nothingfurthzethþ\goodeftare-# 
condſtfon ofmen, And wheras thty argue p onely bertne 
accdpliſhech a bleſſed and happy life: they ſeem not to vn⸗ 


derſtande what the nature of that wozd is, foz vertue ra- 
not lo muche as by imagination bee conceiued to bee anye 
things ele, but athing perfettetz in bis Kyndablolute But 
what fozce of wit be it gotten byntuer ſo much udy and 
diligence,is of that power and nature, that is able to con- 
© > ©---=-bat infinite gredines and defire (that is by 

5 nature 
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Malt abet lh bür mtndes ak thinges both many and 


wondetſull ? Ag ine by what vertue ( J beſeech you that 
J may leaue other thinges vntouched) is a man ab eito 
diminiſh az flake the feruent zeale of tracingt out truth, $ 
wherewith.they are moſt tozmented which woulde kayne 
pted perfect wiſe men. Either bath there bene a⸗ 
nye man a liue, wbich hath attained the ſkill of all artes, 
which bath vnderſtoode the reaſon of all natnrall cauſes, 
which hath bad the knowledge by wpſedome to rule and 
gouerne a common weelths All thinges are hidden ſo in 
theerc dinge deepnes and boſome of nature, that there 
bath bene at any time no qutſti n ſo plaine and eaſie, wher 
of pzofound learned clarkes bath not geuen diuers and ins - 
tricate iudgementes. Foz howe harde is it to open effec» 
tually 15 argument wee nowe entreate of, and pꝛeſently 
haue in bande, and (Jaſſurt pou) we are not able ſuffiti⸗ 

ently to diſcoutſe of the nature ofthe body &ſoule,which 

plapaly pꝛoueth what ſlender pexfection in knowledge # 

learninge we are able ta attaine bnto. Therefoze bowe 

map this wile Stoike haue thzough vertue bis contentatis / 
on, when be inſinitly delireth tbe ſcience of thoſe thinges- 
whereof he is ignozant,netther only doth tonet the know: 
ledge ofthoſe thinges which be ſeeth with his eye, but al⸗ 

ſo would under ſtande manpe other thinges whereon bys 
minde runneth,whereashe himſelfe is not able thʒꝛough⸗ 
fectly to knowe the nature ok the leaſte thinge- 
But then we ſuppoſe that the cſtate of the minde 


2 


l tbinke by this time douvteth but pthe thiefe 
and ſoueraigne god cIaotcouſiſtin ſingle and bare ver- 


pned al thinges which to ß eſtate g maintenã - 
are requircd2no2 our wind Þ vertue alone can 


bumaine 


tan wozke, are to be attajncd.Fozall hun 
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ges whether they be externall, oz els wozthy induements 
of the body and minde are ſtreyghted into a litle and nar« 
rowe compaſſe : but our minde haty bzed and naturally 
ingraffed therein this affection and diſpoſition euer vnme 
ſurably and inſatiably to deſireſome one thing of great ex 
cell*cy# wozthines, And eaſter mape pou 0 a litle dzopof 
water quench the fiery flames of tna, then flake the 
vaquencheable thyzſt of deſire that naturally poſſeſſeth 
the mindes ol men. In conſideration whereof wicked & 
naughty perſons,are not to be rebuked becauſe they haue 
inkynite deſires, but beecauſe they deſire thinges vnlaw- 
fall and abhominable. Fa it is geuen vnto vs by nature 
to haue vnſattable deſires, but to haue wicked deſires þ 
pꝛocedeth from a diſoꝛdered cuſtome, and leude conuerſas 
tion. Foz truely neither he which doth endenour with al 
ffudy to atchiue to honour and wozſhip keepeth oꝛder and 
meaſure in the deſire of honeſt thinges , But let vs fepne 
imagine ſome one to haue attained that felicity which 
Zeno hath repoſed in onelp vertue. Let him be exquiſite⸗ 
ly learned in all ſciences.Let him be merueylouſly ſpoken 
of,fo2 his excevinge and great vertues. Let him haue (if 
it pleaſe pou) all choſe good thinges which are within, and 
without the body,foz as much as bothe the Academikes, 
and Peripatetikes are of this opinion, that theſe thinges 
areta berekonedof, and had in eſtimation, as the inſtru- 
mentes and handemaidens ok vertue : As ſtrength, puiſ- 
launce, goodlines ofperſonage, ſoũdnes of ſenſes, per- 
fection ot health and many other of like nature: then ry- 
ches and lubſtance, gentilitp.honour, childꝛen floz(ſhinge 
and indued with al nable qualities, frindes not wauering, 
but tyed with an alſared knot of perpetual frendſhip. Laſt 
of all (yt you thinke good) that the Epicure mape not ſo 
mutch as bende his bzowe againdꝭ vs, let che abundance 
be graunted vnto him of all pleaſure, v which bodie,# 
the minde mighe be delighted: againe let him haue cauſe 
neither of feare,o2 lamentation, if it may be poſſibly at⸗ 
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cained thzough mans counſell and pzouidence, This man 
(ſaie pou ) may be thought of all other moſt happy, as 
whoaboundeth in all thinges which appertaine toglozy, 
pꝛoſperity, and pleaſure. But ifyou woulde demaunde 
of this god felowe whether there were anpe thinge els 
which he could finde in his hart to poſſeſſe , no doubte he 
would cry out, if he meane not to gloſe, and vſe fayned 
ſpeach, that he liuinge in this plenteous ſtoze, and aboun⸗ 


| _ of wozldly gloꝛp, fealt himſelfe neuertheleſſe con. 


tent, but moued with farder deſire. Zeno immoderately 
with open mouth exclaimeth vpon this man, reuilinge 
bim as a peʒant and mad man: chieflp fo2 that he cannot 
maiſter and qualifie that motion of the minde, thꝛoughe 
the power whereof he is moned todeſire infinitely, then 
fo2 that in the aboſidance of wozldly wealth he pꝛofeſſeth 
bimſelfe til! oppꝛeſſed wich penury , Thom fo? all that 
if pou indifferenclyindge, you ought to pardon, Foz put 
caſe his minde with thoſe good thinges ſhould reſt contẽ⸗ 
ted, which can come to paſſe by no reaſõ. Foz if you ſhould 
powꝛe into the mind all choſe good qualities that moughe 
be pꝛocured by mans trauaile and induſtrie, von coulde 
not by any meanes ſatiſfy the vnſatiable capacity thereof, 
But admit it ſatiſfied,yet notwithſfandinge ſhall it be in- 
flamed continually with the deſire of immoꝛtalitye. But 
this ſaieth he, no wiſe man will deſire . Thich bath ap- 
poincted vnto him ſe\fe ſuch boundes and limites, that be 
ozdeteth his like by the rule of nature and not of de⸗ 
fire . As thougbe it were beelides nature to lpue e⸗ 
uer : Oz as though there were any thinge moze agrea⸗ 
ble to nature . To pꝛoue this, wherefoze are we penſiue 


. and carefull of thoſe thinges that happen to vs after our 


veathes : UWherefoze doe we deſire ofſpzinge and the 
ſucceſſion of childzen ? Thy do wee thinke it a wozthye 
thinge to be commended to oure pofferitye + Whye are 
molt pꝛegnant and floziſhinge wittes moned with the de- 
ſireo perpetuallfameandglozy * 2 Aſluredly this 1 
+33 0 


_ erectinge great and ſuinptuous buildinges ſceketh there⸗ 
bp to commende himſelke vnto poſterity « Which geueth 
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on pꝛoceedes of no other cauſe, then of the deſire of im- 


mont ility. Foz whereas man beinge a creature'endued 
with reaſon and vaderſtandinxe plainly and cuidently ſe⸗ 
eth that, that is not to be thought to appertaine to per- 
kecte bleNednes, which is variable & ſublect to alteration: 
kno winge alſo fo} a certainty, that thoſe thinges whiche 
map be loſt oz taken from vs are mutch diſagreinge with 
the nature of felicity, he dzeadeth death, and is ſfirredvp 
wyth aa egree motion of the mynde and moued wyth a 
woaderkul inſtincte of nature, to couet the fruition of im⸗ 
moꝛtalitp. And vefage pet vntertaine to attaine the ſame, 


is duringe this life toſſed and tur mopled hicher and thy 


ther, and implopeth therto his whole ſtudp and diligence, 
that by all meanes he paſſibly may, he moughte pꝛeſerue 
btmſelfe from vtcer deſtruction and finall decate » Some 
man therekoze holdeth himſelfe moſt happy if be leaue be⸗ 
binde him aftec bis death a perkecte portrayture of bis 
owne name: and one that Hall be as it were bimſe le in 
in another perſon , Some man fkriueth exccedingelpe 
by ſententious ſapinges and wozthy monumentes of an 


excellent wit, by noble and valiaunt Actes to purchaſe ra 


bimſelfe continuall fame and memozy . Some other in 


a ſufficient note, that even by natures inſtincte and foe 
warntage all men tremble and quake at the memoꝛp of 
death, aud then doe by all meanes cheewe their deſire of 
perpetuity of life. Therefoze whereas the nature of 
manis ſuch that it cannot haue on earth anp longe contp- 
nuance (fo2 all kindes of eſtates are equally ſubiecte to 
death, and the wap to the graue (as Horaceſaicth muſte 
once be/trode ) for this cauſe all men generally do apply 
tberunto their whole diligence, acter death at leaſt wiſe to 
leaue (ame repzeſeatation,o2 counterfaite ſhewe of lite. 

Daw? ca it therf2ze be gainlaide but chat a creature de- 


. ficoug ok euetlaſtingenes, mall needes bee ſtcoken with 


great 
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great f2are and terrourof death? And ſeinge that no 
man in thts life can attaine his fope and hartes reſt ( fo 
bow'can the mind haue his contentation hauing not obtef- 
ned that,fo2 the which it ſo mutch longeth)it doth euidẽt⸗ 
ly apptare that we are created to ſome other greater and 
moe excellent purpoſes... And therefoze is it that 
oure myndes are not ſatiſfyrd wythe thoſe good thin⸗ 
ges that happen in this lyfe, beecauſe all thiugeshere are 
ok no eſtimation, andſtreyghted into a narrow compaſſe in 
compariſon of thoſe,whiche we thzough aſccrete woꝛtzing 
an d inclination ofvacure are pꝛone to deſire. But to the 
knowledge of thoſe good tbinges which onely are accom- 
ted the chlekeſt and byall meancs poſſivlye to bee deſired, 
two wapes there are that may conducte vs. Fitſt of all 
the very deſire of the mynd it ſelke wil open vnto vs plain⸗ 
ly what it is: then our byꝛth aud the confiteration ofowr 
generation will moze plapnly ſhew vs, what it is chat we 
deſire. Fo2 we mult not ſuppoſe anye other ende to bee 


pzꝛopoſed to eache thinge wee deſire then that whereunto 


nature it ſ:lfe beynge not coxrupted o2 dep2aued is bente 
and inclined, neyther from any other founcaine ougbt the 
end of bleſſed life to be derpuedthe fro that, fro which we 
firſt boꝛowed the beginning of lyke. 


FIrftcherfoze it is requilice to bnderſkand what chat ap- 
petite of deſire is, which is ſo depely impꝛĩted in p mind 


ok mã. Le ſe al mẽ fo þ moſt part do avoid as much as in 


the lyeth the things that are diſplea ſant, and papnful any 
to deſire ino2dinatlye that whiche mape tirre bp delecta- 
tion and pleaſure,tomake greate p2yce of riches & ability, 
to be inflamed with the loue oflearning, the which ik ma« 


ny though their dull and barrapn wits do not attayn ,yec 


they can do no leſſe then loue and honour the learned man, 
in ſo much that him whom they ſee furniſhed wyth m oſte 


trcellente artes and ſciences they thinke moſte re. and 
eme 
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femblable to immoztal Godves . Agapne vaylp experit᷑ce 
voth ſhewe vs, that all mẽ are enamoured with the bewty 


and wozthines of vertue and honeſtp, in ſo much that wic⸗ 
ked and euil diſpoſed perſons are moued and allured with 
the perfection thereof, and beepng taken in a trippe were 

aſhamed at their offence, veſiring rather to be actompten 

boneſt and vertnous,then leude and bngracious. To con 

clude al me are ot that nature that they are not contented 

bauinge attayned one kynde of thoſe thynges:whyche are 

tearmed good, but they would be fullpe fraight with al'to- 

gether and cleaneexempted from allfeare and griefe of ß 
mynd. Agapn they immoderatly deſyze to bann al thoſe 
good thinges reache to the higbeſte degree of perfection 
and to haue theym continue and rem euer. But 
what is this els then to deſire t o bee lyke vnto God in el 
tate and conditio?Fo2 the omnipotent and diuine nature ot 
God is ſuche that it aboundeth in all felicitp, and beyng re⸗ 
plenyſhed wyth his vnſpeakable wyſevome and vertue, 
ſeperated from the contagion ot all coruption reignech 
in a moſt gloztous kingdom, bleſſed #endles, They ther- 
foze that woulde iniope the thinges that in perfectnes and 
p2incipalicy exceede all other, and woulde with anardenc 
deſire couet an eternity and perpetuity, therein, wiſheth 
bym ſelfe as it were to be of the numbze and companye of 
Heauenlp ſainctes. Mhat ſhould J beere ſpeake ofthe 
earneſt ʒeale of religion by nature giuen to vs men in ge- 
. neral, which ſtirreth vp all menne by all wayes and me- 

anes to loue aud reuerfce the omnipotẽt Godhead of him 
that ruleth this wozlde , and by manye outwarve ſignes, 
tut yet molt certapne tokens to declare that they are won 
derfally inflamed w an earneft deſire to ſe, have 5̊fruiti⸗ 
on of him. Doth it not manikeſtly ſhew, that there is in 
vs ſome diuine and heauenly nature, which wichdzaweth 
dur myndes from the deſire ok thinges earthly and tranſi⸗ 


toꝛp.tothe beholding and admiration ok dinine and mm 


tt.e deſire ot the mynde: whereas all wozldly thinges are 
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tia'l things? fo2 no creature in the whole u wol 


deſireth any thinge vhatloe ue r it bee, excepte it be agree» 
able to his biſpoſition and nature. And it there were any 


man that bathe giuen himſeife as it weere pꝛiſoner vnto 
luſt and ſenſuality & were ſo entãgled withß pleaſur of this 
lyfe,that he rekoned not of the lyfe to come, pet this one 
thinge woulde apparantly ſhewe him co be indued wyth 
ſome heauenly wiſedome, in that he coulde neuer bee ſa⸗ 
tiſfied ſafficiencly neither wyth any pleaſure, no2 with a- 
ny ſtoare of wozlvly ſubſtance. In ſo muche that no ri⸗ 
ches was able to ſatiſſie Cræſus, no kynd of pleaſure could 
contente Sardanapalus, no wozthy exploytes in marttall 
affapꝛes was able coquench that vnſatiable thirſt aud de« 
ſire ofglozy wherwith Alexander pᷣgreate was ſo much e 
inflamed. Df whom this is moſt truly wꝛitten. 


The youthly Macedonia Prince one world coulde not ſuffice. 


Al whbiche mape fullye perſwade vs that there is no⸗ 
thing vnder þ Cope ol heauen that may content the inſini · 


bꝛittle, moꝛtall and mutable: but the mynde of man co- 
ueteth greate thinges, thinges permanente and eternal, 
and by all meanes ſeeketh to aſpyzevnto immoꝛtalitye. 
And whereas it doth often times euill cuſfome 
declyne from the right way, and ſeeketh nothinge els but 
that whiche is fraple ,and ſubiecte to mozcalitye , and in 
the aboundanceof theſe earthly and tranſitozy thinges res 
poleth bleſſedlyfe:albeithe obtaine al that be deſire,yet ne 
uer can » whiche is ſuffictent be gotten, and to late ſhal he 
vnderſtande that he hath deſired rather a falſe and coun» 
terfapte,chena true and perfect bleſſednes. And lyke 
as wee ſap the fler, the water and all chinges els baue a 
certapn ende tothe whiche(pfthere bee no impedimente ) 
they bee by a certapne naturall veſire caried: ſa alſo to 
man, God is pꝛopoſed, as an ende, whom by the inſtinct ol 
nls na- 
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nature we deſire: and of whom they which are partakers 
HHalbe mou yappy and blelled,repicaithev withall kynde 


of perfect tope and pleaſure » The whiche wit moze cle · 
arly appeate, it we ſette befoze our epes, the oziginail and 
beginniuge of mans creation : which if we aduiſedly conſt 
der, we (ha. fynd thermal things tige werte F Fe 


F. ut the birth and neneration ofman, mult not bee ftche! 
from Pocts fables,o2 grofidedonthe opinton of Phi⸗ 
loſophers the which albeit we muſt needesgraunt were 
Oofexceilent wit, and learninge , pet being in a tyme over 
whelmed with erroure ard blindnes, could not beboꝭd the 
tructh, andin ſteediof trueth, tbey defended and mapntey- 
ned tholr things, wherin tbꝛougb palpable 1gnozance they 
were groſlely deci iued · Therefoze we wil omit their o- 
pinons vncercapne,and diſagreeing amongethemſelues, - ' 
that out ofno other bookes,then holy wzpt, we map fetch 
the truethitlelfe. Fox in it is conteined the true and 
p:rfect Pbiloſopbie. And firſt of all me thynkes it conue 
nient after themaner of Poets in this cauſe focrye & call 
fo: the aide and aſſiſtance not ofthe Pufes, oꝛ Apollo, but 
of the hig be ſt, and moſt mighty God that he wil ſs waſhe 
and clenſe me from all ſpot te of cryme.that I ma be able 
vpzightly,purely and ſpncerelp „to handle ſo greate any 
wonderful iniertcs' | 


1 He molt excellent power num mae of that e 
lie mynde, whiche beynge moſt bighe and euelaſtinge, 
we condiguc ly reuerence and adoze, as oure God, and as 5 
everlaſting fouucapn of life, as the maker and creatour of 
all tbinges ,when it did ſceme gaov vnto this wyſedome 
80 deale liberally, and totmpartce his benefpces to manye 
foꝛnothinge ſheweth ſo much the goodnes ol God, as bis 
(free beuelicence) in the begmninge bee created the inui⸗ 
ſible wozld ,bewtifyed wyth holp angels, who 1 
alwayeg 
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y and immozrality,allcame not, dut onelpe do io 

cbm not lo much in the exteding be wity or their own 

ture, as D Lor in the doen and gener of ted 
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uesꝰ fo) his own ſake thiuke you becauſe he would haue a 
trimmer habitacid,wherin he moughtmoze comodiouſly 
dwel : But it were not onely a wicked thing, but a pointe 
of extreme madnes,tothicke ſo of that moſt bleſſed mind, 
then the which nothing moze perfect and abſolute map be 
imagined, the vertut & power wherof is infinite, to haue 
needed anpe earthly & bodily tabernacle,/o2 that all times 
befoze he wanted ſomewhat to thee accompliſhing of per · 

- feebleſſednes, oz to the fulnes ot bis glozy : oꝛ that God 
could be incloſed wythin any certaine roome oz compaſſe, 
Mhat then: were theſe things pꝛouided fo the Angels,s 
ſaincts of God ? In no wyſe ; fo2 they being leuere dg free 
from all felowſhip and contunctton ofthe body, di ſire no⸗ 
thing els but to behold their maker, ncicher tã they reape 
anycomoditie, oꝛ conceiue any pleaſare ot things beneath 
in theſe lowe parts. Aud to thinck this ſubſtanciall woꝛk⸗ 
manſhip was made chetefly fo2 vnreaſonable creatures, oꝛ 
fo2 the ble of trees, x plantes, it were a hinge to abſurde. 
Foz, were it not aching farre vnlitting wyth the maiefty 
ofGod, ta baue framed ſogreat and wonderkull a wozke 
foz bzute beaſtes, and creatures boyd ot teaſon and vnders 
ſtanding, and therefoze iopned vnto him by no kinde ok af- 
finitie and likelines 2 God bath not therfoze deuiſed this 
ſo goodly a frame fo2 himſelfe, koꝛ Angels, fo the fruites 
of the earth, loꝛ liuinge creatures voyde of reaſon, but foz 
man made of body e reaſonable ſoule,t conliſtinge ofboth 
thoſe natures cdiopned,Þþ he might both with his outward 
ſences vew the excellent wozkemanſhip of the wozlde,and 
alſo conceiue in minde deepely the exceding glozy t; greaty 
nes of the wozkeman; Wherefoze all the wozld with the 
beauty pleaſure therof,was ozdepned fo2the pꝛoſite and 
vtility of man, Fir ſte and pzincipally p bee migbte haue a 
dwelifg place, wherin not onely the booy ſhould be nouri⸗ 
ſhed e comfozted wyth diuers e ſondꝛy fruits of the earth, 
which it aboſivanely bzingech fozth foz the mainte —_ 7 
7918 5 " uſten⸗ 
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ſuſtentacion of all lpuing creatures - but alſo þ the minde 
obſcruiag thzough vuderſkanding g iudgemkt the wozks 
of Nature, with the varietie, pleaſure, anddelectacion 
thereof, might by a p2optr & peculiar foode, which chiefly 
conſiſteth in the manifeſte ſeinge ofthe truth. e fedde and 
recepue.bis ſolace and contentation. That when the oz · 
der, ſettled rule, and conſtant gouerninent of ſo greate a 
woozke, ſhould ſtirre vp exceedingly the minde ofman -it 
mought allo induce him to the cõtemplacion of the chiefe 
and pꝛincipall wozkeman . So that the goodly p2opo2tis 
and frame of che woꝛlde mighte be a ſchole and a certapne 
wap and trade of learning, wherby man might be taught: 
to honour and wozſhip his lozd & maker, And thus it is 
cleare  apparant, that the moſt high e mighty God hath 
2 mans ſake made and created fruites and comodicyes, 
bich the earth wpth wonderfull plenty peldeth, ſenſible 
atures, all maner of ſoples whatſoeuer,the ſeas over» 
[med wyth a groſle and foggie aier, the heauens, the 
firmament,the ſterres, by whoſe gentle moninges, much 
od happeneth to all Ipuing creatures. Man was not 
as pet created, when God han prepared 1 bim ſo beauti- 
full, ſo rich, ſo bountefullakingdome, At length when 

the wozld it ſelle was fully fintſhed he made man bis bo- 
dy ol eartb, and he bꝛeathed chereinto a ſoule finely faſhio · 
ned, accozdinge to his owne Image and ſimilitude. Pere 
miau lee manifeſtly the oziginalland beginning of the 
moſt excellent # noble ſoule of man, which being deriued 
and taken oute from vo other thinge, then the ſpy2ite of. 
God, and being incloſed in the body as in a wozthy veſſel, “ 
retapneth a deuine fozme, pure, and deuopde ok all filthye. 
coxruptis Then the body was not infected wyth any vice, 
whereby reaſon moughc be diſturbed, oz the minde it ſelfe 
wdarcknes ouerwhelmed. The firſt mã cherfoze knew all 
ſciẽces, vnderſtoade þ cauſes of all things, was ſuflicit᷑tly 


learned in the tule aud diſcipline ok life, beinge inſtructed 
DO. by no 
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by no other teacher then God himſelfe, the giuer of all 
knowledge e wiſedome. And he did not onely excel all o⸗ 
ther creatures in the comely ſhape & feature ok his bodye, 
but he was karre beyond them all, in the amlable, and the 
moſt excellent and deuine ſhape & fozme ofthe minde, Foz 
both partschereof were wyth lo ſinguler e paſſingclere- 
nes enlightened: g alſo vnited with ſuch concozd g agree- 
ment þ ſcarcely any ſurer conco2v,02 any moze decent and 
ſcemelpimaner of comlines could be imagined. There 
was in the mind noerrour,no motion in the ſence,wherby 
the rule ol reaſon might be diſozdered: whereas reaſon ie 
ſelfe,as it were in a perfect & flouriſhing cõmon wealth, ſa 
in a peaceable ⁊ quiet eſtate coulde very eaſlie reſtraine all 
raging affections. The minde therfoze had no kinde of let, 
and impediment wherby it might be bindered from daily 
contemplacion. But the vnderſtandinge & capacitie of mi - 
being flouriſhing. quick, x bent co the ſearch of highe mat⸗ 
ters, when it had found out and diſcuſſed the nature of all 
thinges that were contapned and as it were hidden in the 
apꝛe, the ſea,+ earth beneath, it was not ſatiſfyed w thoſe 
things which were vnder the rirele e ſphere ofthe Done, 
and with thoſe things which mighte be ſeene, but woulde 
needes pearce the clouds, and ſearch the nature ol heauen 
it ſelfe. And being thus made of lo excellent a viſpolitis 
and nature, was alſo induey with thole vertues which ex- 
tede the common ſtate of man, by che exerciſe and fruition 
n hereof he might be the moze allured alwayes of the lone 
and grace ofhis loꝛd 4 maker. Foz the charecter & figure 
of true gjperfect iuſtice, which pꝛepareth the minde co all 
bolines,# is the moſt ſureſt bulwarke and defence therof 
was deepely impꝛinted in him. There was therein a firme 
andaſſured conſtaucie ofvertue,s the exceedinge perfecte 
ſhape t comlines ofhoneſtte it ſelf, Againe he had his wit 
tyed to no kinde ofneceſſity,neither parctally inclined to a⸗ 


ny caule, noꝛ intermedled with any kind of affeccis oz per- 
7 turba⸗ 
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turbation. Co be bziefe,God hauing ſhewed himſelfe ſo li⸗ 
berall e bountefull towards man, be made him pꝛeſidtt e 
chiefe ruler of the earth, appointed him a Pꝛincely place 
fo his habitaciõ. The Grekes call it Paradiſe, a gardeine 
flowing with moſt pleaſaunt ſpꝛings, moſt delectable, and 
decked with great ſtoze ꝶ varietie of ſweete ſmellinge flo- 
wers, moſt ſit to liue in, in all felicicte & pleaſure. Jn chis 
molt pleaſaunt ſeate mi was placed, by chat place which 
they ſap was high and mounted alofte, he mought learue 
not onely like a ruler and gouernour, wylely to guide the 
ſterne thereof: but alſo thereby be admoniſhed w diſcrete 
gouernment,# free liberty, to take vppon him the charge 
and rule ouer all other lyuinge creatures. In the o2de- 
ring of which kingdome he folowed not a witten law, but 
the law of nature: 5ᷣ is a molt perfecte ozder,# agreeable 
to the deuine natureofGod,which they terme the chtefeſt 
and molt ſoueraigne law ok all other. Furthermoze there 
was a pꝛomiſe made, a reward appointed chat if he did ad- 
miniſter the gouernment aſſigned vnto him godly e rigb ; 
teoullp, he ſhould enter into that heauenlp kingdome and 
euerlaſtinge bliſſe,the which in this life he would ſo much 
deſire. This was the firfk eſtate allotced and appointed to 
mã, this was the firſt beginning & foundatts ofthac No⸗ 
bility, whereuntoman aſpired: in which no man can note 
any thig,but that which is right honourable & wozthy of 
bigh eſtimacion. hereby it is euidently to be perceited 
what a miſerable miſte oł darcknes auerwhelmedþ mos 

okthem, which bauing thep2 ſoule created by ß pꝛouidẽce 
of God, ( to ſpeake the vttermoſt) as it were pꝛocetdinge 
from the nature and ſubſtaunce of God himſelfe , ſuppoſe 
notwythſkandinge their felicity tobe repoſed inthinges 
tranſitoꝛp and ſubiect to chaunge and alteration. It was 
therefoze moſt wyſelp ſayd of auncient Philoſophers,and 
of the Stoikes eſpecially, þ beatitude and happines is nos 


thing els, but to liue alife coxreſpondent to the law of va- 
jo ture. 
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ture. But being ignozant what beſt did agree with p na- 
tute of man, it conſequently followed , that they coulde 
not p'efealy knowe what did appertaine to the nature ot 
leſſed like. Therefoze that great ouerſighte and blinde · 
nes bzead miſcheiuous errours, and was cauſe of manye 
wicked and deſperat opinons . Fo2 loke vnto what opini⸗ 
on any man of himſelfe was leudly addicted, that ende, and 
kelicity he vacohimſelfe appoyncted. Foz they that knew 
not part of themſelues to be immoꝛtall, and ſuppoſed the 
ſence of the ſoule to be extinguiſhed with the hody, hunted: 
after with all diligence and paine nothing els but things. 
tranſitozp, and appertaininge to their bodily ſubſtance.. 
But thep that ſawe ſomewbat, althougb thꝛougb a miſte. 
thought not the deſired ende of mans life to conſiſt in thin 
ges ſabiecteto inconſtancy, and mutabilitp, but rather in 
the qualities, and Titches of the minde, In this popncte 
truly tbey ſapd well . But let vs under ſtand what quali - 
ties and ritches they ment, Ik choſe which are boꝛowed 
and derived ſrom no other but of God allmighty and are 
by his grace powꝛed into our hartes, nape remaine all- 
waies in God himſelfe, in this opinion there is no oddes 
betwixt them and vs. But ik they defend this learning, p 
felicity conſiſteth in the vertues of p mind, which thzough- 
the ſtudy & diligẽce of many are attained & after this ma · 
ner deme all to be chiefely in thẽſelues, here in they ſhew 
bawe ignoꝛant they are of their owne natures, are fofide - 
alſo moſt wicked and blaſphemons againſt God him ſelf. 
Fo? theyſeeme not to vnderſtand that the ſoule is not of 
it ſelfe,] but toke his beginninge of God, who referre the 
deſired ende ok all their life not to God, but to their owne 
p20p2e wit, a vnderſtandinge, and beinge impudente and 
pꝛeſumptudully mynded, all their actions in their whole 
life which they ought to dedicate to ÿ honour of Almigh- 
ty God,they cdferre and beſfow bpon ſettinge fozth their 


owne kame & glozy+.Jftherefoze true felicity, and the * 1 
or. 
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of our like is to be fixed in che cauſe and geeuer of life, 
there is no man ſo blinde, oꝛ ſelfewilled, but may eaſelye 
perteiue that he is to be ot us chiefly deſired, as the laſte 
ende of our actions, by whoſe beneſit, aide, and helpe; wee 
came into the wozlde, whome through a meruaplous and 
exceedinge inclination of nature wee leruently deſire, wee 
entirely laue, wer deſeruedly reuerente. woꝛſhip, and mage 
nifie. Let vs cherefoze eftſones turne, and be ſpedilye cd. 
uerted bato that kountaine ok all god thinges, that is euer 
laſtinge g can neuer be dzawen dꝛy, from whence we came, 
vy whoſe grace we liue. q are pzeſerued in our god eſtate. 
Fon it is not to be doubted when we baue ended our life in 
this woꝛld, we ſhal at lẽgth enioy an endles ; moſt bleſted 
ſo that all that teſtleſſe deſire wher with our mindes were 
tnflamed,ſhalbe ſatiſũied, neither (hall we haue any th inge 
els iuſtly to require. Wee muſt therefoze referre all our 
doinges and actious to this ende, p we mape at the length 
haue the fruition of the higheſt and euer liuinge God. Foz 
ik pleaſures do in any wile appertaine to perfecte bleſſev- 
nes, then ſhall we with him eniop Uable and permanente 

pleaſures, and thoſe which in no age ſhall vecaie, But if 
our ſoueraigne good reſt in Sapience, then at the lengeh 
{hall that inſatiable deſire of tracinge and ſearchinge out 
the truth be ſaciſſied, when all darknes and obſcuricy be- 
-fnge taken away, we ſhall not only contemplate & beholde 
the perfect and true nature of eachchinge,but him that is 
Loꝛde and Ruler of nature it ſelle. And it longe life ma· 
keth vs happy, that is onely to be tearmed longe life whi· 
che is immoꝛtall, and not that which thzough age and c6- 
tinuance ot time is conſumed, Laſtly if they iuſtly tbinke 
that quietnes and ſecurity muſt be a part of the definition 
of felicity, (foʒ they holde this opinion that our life is hap- 
pye and bleſſed when we are aſſured of thoſe good things 


wherewith it "may ſhall longe — Jf 
therefoze 


Agai 


map be thought happp except tl 
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therekoze without ſecuritie, wee cannot ſo much as vnde r⸗ 
ſtand what bappines is, there ſal we be ſure to be releaſed 


from all cares c vexations, when no terrour, no ſodaine 


motions ſhal diſquiet vs, wben we ſhal haue the molt high 
and mighty God þ buckler of our defence, the pꝛeſeruer 
ol our lafety. But nam Z wil bꝛiefly conclude. g knit vn 
thoſe reaſons. which occa toned me to fall into this kind ot 
viſputacion. is was let downe by vs as a grounde and 
pzinciple, þ vercue was a certapne perfection ofthe mind, 
direct ng vs the rig| t way to our laß Ft e delirel 
& eee be e Irc g where to be put but 
in God alone. T ben it folowet — 0n,p no qua- 
licy 02 affection of the minde can be ſayd vertuonus , except 
dene berkoze if neither kelicitie, nep⸗ 
ther any thing which it cõtepneth may be thought fraile 
mutable (foʒ it were a groſle er Tour to thinck thoſe thigs 
happy leſſey,pbant away ſopaiulyl bat aſſuxedly me 
ng they? times as they that are toſſed in a trouble tẽ- 
pelk,o fea euer aftections ,no doubt men in no wile 
p be daily bythe grace & 


auour of Bod! ptdbp,EMoceeteds Againe it 1s of all 
men confeſſed, 1 F 
conducted & ledde to felicitie, and the t is not to 
be taken toza ver vercue that doth not (opne vs to God, and is 
not Feferred to him alone. And therinonely conſiſteth the 
wozthines of true vertue , where all no wile 
to beeffeemed as vertues, but the ſhadowes & falſe eoun- 
terfaytes of vertue. Foz by what reaſon ſhould we giue þ 
name of vertue vato that, which bath not pꝛeſixed befoe it 
an end of bleſſednes : Ariſtotleaffirmeth that Diomedes, 
was in no wyſe puiſſaunte epther ſhewed anye pointe of 


manhoode and true magnanimitie, when the Grekes be⸗ 
ing put to flighte hee remayned behinde alone, and had ra⸗ 
ther wyth daunger of his perſonne ſtande agaynſte the 
tozce of Hector, then to beare the ignompe ofa ones 

acke, 
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backe,+ranne awaie. I pꝛaye pou whle ſo ? Mas it not 
a noble acte and woꝛthy of greatc honour, when Diome- 
des, beinge relinquiſhed of his friendes and countrimen, 
bimſeife alone oz with a very fewe, ſtode to his tacklinge, 
thinking it better to die manfully, thF to line wzetchediy, 
makinge moze accoumpte of his glozye and eſtimation, 
thenof bis ſafety, and pꝛeſeruation ? No doubte it was 
very well done ( quoth he) but foz that Diomedes in hys 
enterpzice ſought not ſo mutch true pꝛaiſe, as the vayne 
bzuceofthe people,(foz be fearedmutcch leaſt that Hector 
in the middeſt of his gloꝛy would the moze triumphe, if be 
migbt ſafe, he bad put Diomedes to flighte) be therefoze 
purchaſed not due p2ayſe of vertue In like manner 
Ariſtotle iudgeth ot Hector, fo; that be openly confeſſed 
that he toke great care leaſt that the men and women of 
T roye woulde ſpꝛe ade anyrumour ſoũdinge to bis diſho+ 
nour, and therefoze would moze boldly and covragiouſlye 
venture his life in battaile. This man of ſingular wit and 
learninge, iudged them not to haue deſerued the title of 
true honour and vertue, foꝛ becauſe they did not reſpecte 
true Eperfec hom ſty, w he thought should be conſidered 
as the pzincipall and chie fe ende of our life, and therefoze 
remoueth them from that oꝛdze and degree chat vertue 
purchaſeth: and placeth theym in a ſeconde roome, in 
which he repoſeth that counter faite image ol ver tue, wbi⸗ 
che bzingeth vs to do our office and duety thꝛougb an am⸗ 
bitious deſtre of glozyp, and is conteined within the com⸗ 
paſſe ol law, and ciuill diſcipline. . The ende tberefoꝛe 
(accopdiage to Aiiſtoteles apinion)pꝛoueth enerp Ade to 
be honeſt, oz diſhone ſt, ignob lt. oꝛ hondursble. Fo) ons; 
and the ſelle ſame acion may be taken in dande, whereby 
ſometimes great eſtimation, ſometimes no ſmall diſtredit 
and ſhame is pꝛocured, at ceꝛding to the diacrſity et the in 
tent and pur poſe. V here by it foloweth neceſſarily y they 
anc ly map be tet med ſtaute and valiaunt men, whiche be 
Ane d % 40 165212 02:20 200 eee mn 
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utnge reſpect to the true ende of bertue, worthely die the 
death: ang thep that regarve rumoures and vaine re- 
- poztes ok the people, and fox that retuſe not to envaunger 
tbemlelues, are to be eſfemed as vaine and ligbt: but 
they that through ſome naughty and vnlawkull veſire, 02 
ſome lewde and vicious pertur bation ofthe minde, are ſkir 
red bp to do ſame valiant enterpzice, are oł all other to be 
holden molt wicked. (Uberebp it is concluded that ney- 
ther Hector, noꝛ Diomedes were to be commended fox 
their pꝛowes and puiſſance, and that Achilles, and Paris, 
were not only not valiante, but wozthy of all ſhame and 
diſhonour. Fo2 the one in defence of an infamous, and 
wicked marriage came foꝛch into the fielde, the other ſhed 
ſo mutch bloude, and made that great ſlaughter of his ene 
mies. only to quench, and ſatiſfy the immoderate angre 
and rage at his mind. Ariſtotle may be with al conuinced 
of the ignoꝛance of true magnanimitpe & foꝛtitude, where⸗ 


aàs he could not, beinge ouerwhelmed with the like cloude 


of vliadnes,vnderſtande what felicity was, from whence 
the conſtancie and ſtability of vertue, and the decent ſeme⸗ 
lines of haneſty iſſueth and floweth .. But you will ſaye 
he hath wzitten many thinges of God, ſhewinge therein 
great wiſedome and learninge. I knowe that very well. 

But (I pꝛap vou) what place bath he aſſigned him in the 
makinge and creatinge of all thinges appertaininge to 
man? Foz whereas he denietb the woꝛld euer to haue bene 
made; in deede this one onely office he appoynteth to God 
to moue the woꝛlde aboute the Pole with a wonderfull 
ſwifenes. By the conuer ſion and turninge whereol. the 
chaunges, and caurſes, Generations, and cozruptions 
ofa I thinges vader beauen are made. Againe there were 
manpol great learninge and iudgemente which ſuppoſed 
the wozlde to bee ruled not by foztane,oz any meanes cas 
luall, but by the deuine pꝛouidence and ozdinafice of God. 
But not lo, that they either thought that vertues pꝛocee⸗ 
ded from him oz that the deſired ende of our life ſhoulde 


reſte 
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reit in him.Therefoze what auaile their i 
of God duſked e defaced w ſo manifolderrours to the cd 
ſide ration of our laſt deſired ende + Fo2 pf thep confeſſed 
an etetnall c cuerlaſting God, fozced thereunto though 
beholdinge the meruaplous and exceedinge beauty of rhe 
wo2lve, and the wonderfull ozder of heavenly bodies, pet 
fo2 ali that, they did not due honour vnto him, neither dyd 
put in him the hope ofa bleſſed and happy life. Therefoze 
none of the whole packe of them, either could beholde che 
end of our life, o could percepue in their mindes the per- 
fecte fourme of vertue, deſit inge rather the ſhadowe and 
counterfaite,then the plaine and ſiuely image of nobility, 
repzeſen:inge it moꝛe ina gloziousoſtentatron and bꝛagge 
of wozdes, then kullfillinge it abſolutely in their maners 


which alfo hath bene pꝛoued ſufficiently be- 


_—y 


de) that,ebat onely ito be caken for bertue which li 
ety by Qur 1 udes intentiuelp and with g1 at! tection 


IC, IA Unninge A l 


to the beholding of God euerlall 
ende of all thinges. heren 


quenely folowe that all hon | 
ueth light and.-beautye that moſt excellent and notable 
vertu. But all nobility whatſoener,if it do not iſſue and 
Len If (10s dinine vertue, albeſt it path a faite wen 


nutable 
and trye nobility, And no doubt that race and kinred,in 
which that heavenly kinde of vertue appearech, may not 
fo much be tbought to fetch his deſcent e gencalogy from 
men, as to ſpꝛing outet ſome alrdlell and diane genera⸗ 
tion. Therefoze after I haue declared the fall and miſe» 
ry of the lirſt man, J will manifetly viſcourſe vnto yous. 
the wozthy notes and pꝛoperties of this diuine and celeſti⸗ 
al kinted. Foz the declaration of that calamity and dif- 
„n Y. 2. ſtreſſe 


and life. To conclude, if that onel be ſuſtly indged 
true vertue, which bzingeth vs to perfecte fellcitye, it is 


ererh gaiely,ncuerthelcf7 in very deede it is baine # 
either can it partictpate the nature of perfcce - 
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kreſſe wherwith che firſt parent ok all mankind being op» 
pꝛelled fell, will conteine the cauſe of that erroz, c clonde 
of ignozaũte, wherwith the minds ok men ouerwhelmed, 
ſo manp ages lap bidden in darcknes,p neither they could 
behold any heauenlp ligbt, nepther ſufficiently conſider 5 
woꝛthines of true Nobility. Wherby it came to paſſe that 

NMobllitp being vtterly extinct in ſteede thereof ſucceded 
an abiect minoe,and a vile eſtate, rude, baſe, barbarous. 
Afcer theſe ſo many and wonderful miſcryes be laped opẽ 

and euidently knowen, then will it moze clearely appeare 
by what meanes wee were againe reſtozed to our kozmer 
dignity, c how we * recouered pᷣ namec wozthines » 
we afoze loſte. | 


'D returne th:rfoze ta man, he( as it was, derlared be⸗ 
foze ) was placed in the earth, to the intẽt he ſhould be 
loꝛd & owner thereof. Againe chat he ſhould gonerne all 
A : lyuing creatures. beholo che beauen aboue! with al gods 
lines, and dittifull reverence. Me had cherefoze a Pzince- 
ly turiſoiction ouer the earth. he ſerued onely the Loꝛd of 
beaut, q being a holy one wholy dedicated to God, he was 
the expounder of his holp will and pleaſure: and the chiefe 
Bꝛince & firſt parent of al mankind. Tho hauing in body 
a moſt comely & goodly perſonage, in minde notwythlkan- 
dinge attapned ta honour due toceleſtiall creatures, in ſo 
much that chzoughe a heauenly inſpiration, he could foze- 
ſhew many thinges to come. And thus naked he wandzed 
in y ſweete and delectable gardeine. Foz neither wãted he 
anp kinde of veſture to cloth himſell. whom che ſharpenes 
ok no kinde of weather could greeue & offend, neither had 
be about him any ſtaine, ⁊ vnſeemelychinge, foz the coue- 
ring and hiding wherof,he might be care kull. And hee hav 
a law giuen him that be ſhould exerciſe that free will that 
was geuẽ vnto him in che pꝛactiſe of vertue,that at length 


hee myghte by hys owne demerits deſerue to bee of the 
number 
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numbꝛe and company of heanenlp ſainctes-And the lawe 
was that he ſhoulde not pꝛe ſume to touch the * of a 
certapne extedynge goodlye tree whyche conteined the 
knowledge of Good and Cuill. 

God gaue him this commaundement not that be diſoap- 
ned that mi whom he had manifoldly bleſed,ſhagld haue 
the vnderſtandinge thertok, but chat by that meanes hee 
woulde the better fozſee and pꝛouide choſe thinges which 
apperteined to his good eſtate, and pzeſeruation, Foz he 
kne we rygbte well, that if man were ſette at libertye, hee 
wooulde ſtrapght way wozke his owne confuſion So 
therfoze God did moderate his libertye, chat hee agayne 
mygbt reſtreine the ſame by a verp neceſſarpe and expedi- 
entlawe. Neither did hee ſo muche koꝛ bidde bim to eate 
of that kruite, as that he ſhoulde not ſlippe in to that, which 
by that kruite was meante, and ſignifped. Foz whither 
this was ſignikyed, that he ſhould not meddle with thoſe 
cauſes ,02 ſearch by his own induſtty to attayn the knows 
ledge of thole chinges whiche his capacitye coulde not re- 
ache and compꝛiſe: Oz that he ſhould not ia therhopſe of 
good, and refuſall of pil, vſe rather his owne judgement, 
then the will and pleaſure of the almighty,by whoſewiſe · 
dome be ſboulde peelde hymſelfe to be gouerned: oz this 
that bee ſhoulde not inclyne him ſelfe to the loue of thoſe 
good things whiche are mixt and intermedled wyth a nũ | 
ber of euills ( Foz in the ſcriptures to knowe,fs carntiſlly 
todeſire and followe: )Therefoze J ſaye whither he gaue 
that commaundemente to man chat bee embzacinge that 
ſoueraygne good, that is not entermedled with any enill, 
ſhoulde vtcerlp refuſe other good thinges whiche appeare 
faire and pleaſant, and pet are cozrupt and poyſaned, what 
moze wholſom pꝛece pt and commaunvement might baue 
ben ozdeined moze p2ofitable foz ma? Foz our wits are vt- 
terly confounded,and cloyed th che ſearch of choſe cauſes, 
che exeedinge deepenes wherof oure wittes maye not be 
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able to compaſſe ;anvin any alfayꝛes to folowe dur owne 


1 bzapne,and not to be leade by the wyſedome of God z it is 
'# a moſte vndoubted token of oure fall and vtcer confuſion? 
8 but to be lead awape from that good thinge which is moſk 
if Nee chie felt ofall other, beyng detceiued wirh 5 
113 etnes ef any vayne, and tranſitozy pleaſure, is to be hol⸗ 


den generally as a thinge daungerous, and deadlye. This 
was the eſtate of our firſt parente, which ſhould haue bene 
moſt happy & bleſſed, if hee had not bene acquaynted with 
| that huge ,and cruell monſterous beaſt,thathath bzoughe 
| to all nations peſtilent infections, and btter decape. Foz 
when that Pzince of darcknes vnderffoode , that aticchoz 
139 of all ſinne and wickednes. nd chiefe captain of thoſe an⸗ 
| i | gels, who (as we haue declared) puffed vp with ppyde,. 
} 


1 would thꝛougb their own power be lyke vnto the immoꝛ- 
1 tall and euerlaſtinge God, and therefoze fell into the la- 
4 mentable and pitifull pytte ofperdition. I! ſape therfoze- 
. when the deuillſaw man made of earth, aſcende vnto that 
IF, place of glozy,from whence he fel he tbꝛougb enuie wax⸗ 

7M | ed whote and imagined all kynd of craftes and ſuttelties, 

; | to deſtroye and vtter lye ouertbꝛowe the ſtate or mankynd. 
"7s - Takingeonhim therefoze the ſhape ofa ſerpente, aſſaul- 

q teththzough guiles and fayned ſleights the woman, wh6- + 


5 be thought toſubvue with lefſelaboure,foz that ee was 
1 taille and the weaker veſlell. He therkoze enticeth her, @- 
with ſwete and ſugred v oozdes allureth her to the eating 


F of the fruite foꝛbidden. Bearyng her in hande that as ſone- 
2K 2ẽ᷑n ſhee ſhoulde cakeataſfofthac moſt pleakanc apple hee 
I ſhoulde ektſones be inſpyzed wpthrhat heauenlye knows 
q ledge of good and enill , The woman therfoze beeynge 
þ mat veplouſlye allured with the fairenes of ce tree, and 
. alle enten bent meaſure with the vefiry of that hea- 
. uenly ſciente and wyledome, was eaſely indut d to dzinke 
that cuppe of deadly popſon, offered vnto ber by thar moſt: 
H peſtilent Serpent. Thus the woman neglertinge the 

f com 
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tommaundemente of the moſte hyghe 8 ratious 


geuer okall goodnes, by whoſe — f Thee # xe⸗ 
cepued Wes and was indued wyth many g 


wasthe oziginal and beginning of regula of mi, this 
was the roote of all euilis. Yerehence pzoceeded death # 
F fmmozcality, which afterwardes increaſed. mode & moze 
and with moſt cruell tyꝛannp oppzeſſed all the wozid. Foz 
as ſoone as man had yeelded himſelfe by ſoffcrance, to bee 
| cozrupted with the filthy contagis of chat foule fault, that 
uill immediatly ràune to the-vapnes-and ſearched euenþ 
oo bowels of the bodye ,and at one t me did flea mur · 


r both bodye and ſoule. Ahiche the ſel and wzetched 
oule of man incontinently telte, when it perceiu ed it ſelfe 
ſeperated and haled krom God, lrom whẽce it toke bis be- 
ginninge, and by whole diuine power it mapntened lyfe, e 
whenit vnderſtode that the bodye was nat to feele hatme 
q; iniurye by ſharpenes of ape, and at lengeth ſhoulde be 
bereaued of life, after it had palled thzough divers diſtreſ⸗ 
eg, molt bitter and greuous lamentatians, and ſozowes, 
and of deathe and mozcalicye theſe weere cer tapne and e⸗ 
uident ſignes and tokens, troubleſome motions in the bo- 
dpe, wbycbe declared the myndes inconſtancie, affections 
ſubiecte to no rule of reaſon and vnderſtandinge, and vile, 
chaungeable and waueringe deſires. Fon this was moſte 
iuſtlye decreed, that hee whiche had bꝛoken the commauns 
 demente of bis loꝛde, and moſt impadently and wicked lye 
Node agaynſt his will and pleaſuce in like maner ſhoulo 


baus thoſe whiche befoze were phonons »rebellious and 
tontrarilp ping moſt deſperatelye to inuade 
and ouerthꝛowe the of reaſon Aud whereas 


wo 
things eſpecially —— to mã, that is to — 4 
ſelf in action and cantemplation, and therfoꝛe was inducd 


on a reaſonable ſoule, that in what ſoeuer he toke in 12 


The fyrſte Booke 
be houlve wyſely goucrne cuery affecte ofthe mynde and 
imploy all the power of his ſoule in che ſearchinge oute of 
heaucnlye wpledome: he in both tLefe partes was deeply 
wounded, Fo the mpnde, when the clcare lighte thercof 
was extinct ,wherwith it befoze gliſtred gloziouſly, lape 
now ouercaſt with darknes and obſcurity, and the whole 
e2der of lyfe beynge as it were with darcke nyghte over» 
whelmed,was welnigh put beſide his ruſe'g ſoueroign» 
tye.ſo þ although in chat darckenes ſome glimſe oflighte 
appeared yet coulde it not thereby be guided to the ende 
deſired . Foꝛ the reaſenable, ſoult wes miſerably afflictt v 
and wounded deepely, and dfuerſlye toſſed mith trouble» 
ſome ſtoꝛmes of the mynd, whiche it toulde by no meanes 
reſiſt. Then ſhameful filthines ſhewed itfelfe be foze, that 
tyme vnknowen, by the vglye ſyght and monſtetrous al- 

pecte whcreofour firſte parcntes beynge diſtnaped,ſhzow- 
ded themſelt es in darcke woods, and coueredthoſe par- 
tes with leaues of trees whiche they felt to bee moſt ſtri- 
uing agapnſt reaſon and vnderffandfng , Pet rehence ca» 
me all kynde of cozruption, herchence rofe al foliſh@ vain 
opinions. Fro this fountapn ſpꝛange all vile and wicked 
di tres; from thence came grefes ,vcxactons, Il carnall 
and fleſhelpe luſtes whiche eaſelye wzyth and wieCte the 
fraielty and weakenes ofthe mind whytherſoener them⸗ 
ſelues are bent and inclyne d. And thoſe miſeries that haps 
pened to the mynde, were alſo imparted to the body which 
was appoynted to endure moſte paynkull toples, and la- 
boures, and at laſt᷑ to ſuffer the bitter panges, and papnes 
eee eee ee 
fe, as they are that beyngremoted frobigh begre. g 
à ſingulat hope of further Neft tzore caſt headlonge 
downe into extreme miſerp and weetchednes . Foz bee 
was ſpspled of all his cznamentes, expelled Paradiſe,r(- 
trannged fro bis own houſe, his owne country the good» 


iy lelo u Hip of þ heauẽly wights,and that which mougbe 
I grecue 
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Of Chriſtian Nobility, 6&7; 
greue bim moſt ot al being ſhut out from the loue of God, 
which was afoze ratefied vnto him by aſlured couenaunte 
and pꝛomiſe, the reſidue of the whole rate of his life he 
ſpent in continuall teares , and in calamitye, and my⸗ 
ſerye mooſte iatollerable. And whereas bzfers and 
bzambles ( which by:the commaundement of God, the 
Earth bzougbt fozth to his paine ) pꝛicked his bovp : pet 
mutch moze tozinented was his minde, beinge wounded 
with the remembꝛaunce of bis hepnous contempte, and 
tranſgreſſion,and with the ſecret knowledge of his faulte 
within his owne conſcience, which kinde of remoꝛſes.and 
gripinge griefes woulde ſuffer him to take no delight in 
wozldely pleaſure, and did continually dꝛawe aſide all bis 
cogitacids-fo the deſireof hisfozmey felicity, @ the ſẽſible 
feelinge ol bis pzeſent miferye « So that this heavines = 
bart bzeakinge which now happened, pzoucd manifeſtly 
the tree tobeofgreat vertue andefficacy. Foz nowe had 
be by bis owne dede ſufficient experience, how much miſe 
rye grewe vnto him by his miſchicuous ace, and pꝛeſente 
tuelles ſo wzought with him, the better to knowe pꝛoſpe⸗ 
ritye, when we happen to fall into ſome aduerſity. 
Tubls was the miſerab'e wzerchednes and lamenta / 
ble miſfoztune ok oute fire parente , into the which 
bee fell headelonge, in chat, yeeldinge vnto che tempte- 
tion ol che ſerpent, he foꝛſooke his ſoueraigne Loꝛde and 
God. Neither did he onely vndoe him ſelfe, but alſo vt⸗ 
terlyſpopled his poſteritye. Foz wbereas by courſe of ge- 
neration we deſcende from him which is himſelfe licke & 
diſeaſed, it cannot be choſen but that wee ſhoulde dzawe 
neare vnta him in che ſimilitude ol infirwity and deynous 
offence; and beinge cozrupted with il bloud derfued from 
bim, wee ſhould be bozne infected with the qua litye of tbe 
fame nature. Therefoze all poſteritpe hath ſuffered 
thzough him agreuous,and deadly wounde . Foz where» 
as our vuderſtandiuge and reaſon is not a litle decayed 


— . 
- 


— — - 
__ 


quiet ſtape, but diſquietinge the ſame with tufinice vexati⸗ 


and pertection of all true honour and godlines. But whe 


The firſte Booke 


through the incurable maladie which we haue fallen vnto 


vs.fcom our ficlt parentes, as parte of our inheritaunce, 
it commeth to palle that all our affections and paſſions of 


che minde like as wilde beaſtes vncheined, waxe outragi⸗ 
ous # not able to be maiſtered, not ſufferinge the mind in a 


ons. The ſeelp minde cherefoze troubled with feare, and 
laſkfull deſire, and miſerablye plunged with divers kin⸗ 
des of maladies, and diſtemperatures, is ſo into contrarie 
ſides plucked, and haled, that it is almoſt beſides it ſelfe, 
in ſo much it is leave whither any willfu'l and licentious 
pleaſure,and peſtilent appetite will bztnge it. The image 
therefore of our firſf father ſufficiently expꝛeſſed in this ſo 
greatechangeablenes and krailty ot minde and body, dyd 
ſow in vs the ſeede of all other miſchiefes, W afterwards 
dyd inuade the childzen of men. Foz ſirſte of all when thoſe 
outragious affections had by litle and lyttle diminiſhed E 
auercome the power ofour vnderſtandinge, then was yt 
apparant that man his countenaunce aduanced aud lifted 
bp to heauen, nowe beinge diſgraced was moze pzone to 
looke on the Earth, and beinge thereon fullye fixed, repo⸗ 
ſed all the confidence and ſtape ak his eſtate in vaine and 
woꝛloly goods. Therefoze the loue of honeſty, the gloꝛpe 
And honour of true nobflity muſt of neceſſity decay, and be 
extinguiſhed vtterly by the neglece and contempt of that 
chieke and ſoueraigne good, in which remaineth the ſũme 


the vſe and cuſtome ok ſinninge increaſed, # dayely grewe 
ta greater foꝛce, and was founde moze aboundant,it came 
ta paſſe that no hoꝛrible acte could be imagined, whither is 
pꝛoceeded of luſte and concupiſcente, oz of raginge farye, 
and impudent boldnes, wherewith man defiled not him⸗ 
ſelfe , Neither did it ſuffice him ta committe all kinde of 
villanies whereby faith and the leage of common ſociety 
might be hindzed: but he fought againſt God moſt high, 
by 
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Of Chriſtian Nobility. 62. 


by pollutinge his relligion, ind violatinge his holy lawes 
And ozdinaunces. Foz whereas their mindes were ouer- 


the nature of any thinge te they had a certaine wars 
rant from the epe,cither ſome other external ſenſe of the 
body might geue them knowledge thereof. Thercfoze ſee» 
inge they could in no wiſe vnderftand the mateſty of God, 
e bad bentthemlelues to the beholding of the Sunne, the 
Moone, & the Starres in whoſe beantyfull and cleare al- 
pectes they were exceediagely delighted,thep beganne co 


bonour and wozſhip themas though rhep had conteyned 


in them the deuine maleſty and Godhead, From thence 


theyeftſonesfell,(fo2 the minde beinge clogged with the 


multitude of iniquity could not tay in the Starres themſel⸗ 
ues)and notonely to moꝛtall men, but alſo to bʒutiſh crea» 
tures (as longe as by them they reaped any 


they were dead, aulters to be erecked aud dedicated vnto 
them. Mbat should Jrecire the ægiptian Serpent? 
What ſhoulde make mention of the wicked and hozri- 


ble honoute done vnto Oſiris, and Iſis * What ſhoulde J 


call to memoꝛyſpᷣ reſt of their Idolles, bearinge the image 
and likelines of bzutiſh and vnreaſonable creaturcs : A. 
gaine it were to no great purpoſe,tovnderſtande of the ce 
remonies oꝛ rather teuelles of Bacchus, i as it maye aps 
peare by ß wozd it ſelfe, were th acertaine furious rage @- 
madnes done and telebzated. To conclude what ould? 
— 4 vp the rable of that vyle and ſtinckinge religion, 

b hath abuſed the ſimplicityofall natures, and deft- 
led all people not one ly th2ongh licentiouſnes andoutra- 
gious wickednes, but alſo by bloudſheddinge and deccſta» 
ble murther. As though it were lawefull and no olfence, 
if it were done by ſhe we and colour ok religion, toabands 
all honeſtyand ſhamekaſtnes: which was both in the cert · 
monies ol Venus, and Bacchus vſuall, and in many of the 


Q.. 2. re: 


whelmed with darkenes, they coulde not eaſely compꝛiſe 


fruit oz como- - 
dity)they oꝛdeined divine honour tobe attributed, æx when 
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reſt ſolemply pꝛactiſen, in ſo mutch that ſuch hozrible and 
deteſtable cruelty hath bin ſhewẽ, that their Aulters hath 
bin oktentimes imbzued and ſtapned wyth mans blonde. 
The which thinge verelpe hach bin pzactiſed not one ly a⸗ 
monge the Barbarians, but alla where learning and bu⸗ 
manitie hath bin pꝛokeſſed. Foz both the Rhodians who 
fo credite of learninge were ſuppoſed to haue Minerua 
their Patroneſſe, did offerre in their yearelp Sacrifice a 
mito Saturne. Andalmolt all the Grectans, befoze they 
would marche on cowards the fielde, woulde after a moſt 
deteſtable and hozrible maner defile the Aulters and Te- 
ples wyth manſlaughter, And the Romaynes thoughe 
not often, pet ſometimes wyth menofferred vppe in ſacri⸗ 
fice, thoughte good to appeaſe the wzath of their Gods. 
TWWherefoze litle is it to be marueiled at, ifthe Thracians, 
the Freachmen, the Scythians, and other Nations, at 
that time vopde of all humanity and good ciuility, ems 
bzaced and well liked of choſe Sacrifices, bythe inſtiga- 
tion and motion ofenill ſppꝛites, which conſiſted in mur- 
der and effuſion of bloude. And to ſpeake of Diana ho- 
noured in Scithia, which was neuer ſatiſfyed wyth bloude 
(that I mighte let paſle the other cruell Gods of the gens ⸗ 
tiles) it is manifeſte that che Pꝛinces of Phænicia in the 
greate calamities ot their country, were wonte butcherlp 
to kill foz ſacrifice that childe which they moſt entierly lo- 
ued. The Eccleſtaſticall Piſtoꝛpes doe witneſſe alſo 
that this was the maner in Scythia, that parents layinge 
aſide all good Nature, and fatherlye loue and pitie, were 
wonte to appointe, and as it were conſecrate their chil- 
dzento the fire. But what do A ſtape in this matter, 
whereas it is deliuered vnto vs by the bandes of manye 
wꝛyters, that almoſt no ſacrifice was done by them with⸗ 
out ſome notable and great impietie. In ſine it came to 
paſſe that a wonderfull immunitie and liberty in ſinning, 
kollowed that outragious furie and wickedneſſe. 


Foz 


Of Chriſtian Nobility 6;. 
Foz whereas it is the mopertye of true religion to keeps 
men within the boũdes of dutye, after that, tbat religion 
was publiſhed ⁊ allowed which did not only ſec at naught 
all dutyes appzop2ied and belonginge to honeſt hamefaft» 
nes and good humanitye , but alſo bought men to this o 
pynion that the Godes were pleaſed in valawfullluſtes,in 
bloudſhedinge, in wilfull and hozrible murder: nowe it 
coulde not be choſen, but that al men in general thus del 
peracely ſec, ſhoulde dcfyle thẽſelues with al kind of beall- 
lines, and deteſtable billany . In the ende it came to paſſe 
that ſinne takinge roote, and beginninge 


e ofche depꝛauati⸗ 
on of nature. thenincreaſed by vſe,laſtlyperfyrev and con 
firmed by uncle ane ould wozke the v(- 


aduenture ſome man wil ſay what of al this? do pou think 
in chat greate w2acke and decay of vertue,tohaue ben re⸗ 
mapning not one ſigne, oꝛ relique of true nobilitp,nepther 
any one man of thoſe a uncient tymes, to haue giuen him · 
elke to the ſtudie and loue of honelkye? I cannot denpe hut 
manpe in that common milerye of man haue bene allured 
tbꝛougb that counterfayt ſhe we of honeſfp, and haue bene 
after a ſozte ſtirred vpp to the exerciſe aud pꝛactyʒe ofver» 
tu. There was nodoubte ,there was the image and cha · 
racter of Godimpzinted in the mynde of man, diſgracen 
tbꝛough ſinn not clerely put out, and viterly extinguiſhed. 
And when thou heareſte the image of God, thou muſt not 
- thinke I meane anyſache picture as might be paynted by 
Protogenes in a table o2 curioully ſette out in couloures 
by Apelles, q any other reſemblance ofanye thinge made 


b þ liuely image of God, Foz p image of god is nothing 
els but þ tmitatiũ x kolowinge ot his vertue ,as near as 
à mã poſſible may, And that is, a pzouident wit, able to cõ 
pziſe many things, quick and ſharp ,conteining within it 
elle all ſeedes and cauſes of vertue. Therefoze whereas 

g 4 8 wet 


ter vndoinge, and ouerthꝛom ot all mankynde. But par · 


puorie by ſom exquiſite traſtesmã, which might repꝛe- 
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| ſufficiently park fo he in this wyſe complapneth. 
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we are bythe handie wozk of God thus made and treated, 
nothing is moze agreing to our nature, and conſtitution, 
then true woꝛthines and honeſty. And if ſo be that we had 
bene from the beginninge free from the infectious conta 
gion of ſinne and iniqui pe, and deliueredfrom all fonde 
peruerſe oppnions, and from all heynous and deadlye of 
fences, vertue it ſelſe waulde haue eaſely wunne vs to the 
loue of Godlines. But whereas the multitude ot thoſe ſo 
many miſchiefes conſppzing together ſeketh che ſpople of 
this image of God, itis molt commonlpe lead away fro 
the good inclination of nature :and chen fallech oute that 
contencion and as it were cinil bzople, in which reaſon en⸗ 
ligbened with a certayne glimſe and ſimilitude of divine 
nature oftentymes victoꝛioullpe tt iumpbeth: but is ma- 
nie moꝛe times lead captine and peeldeth to beaſtlines 
and ſenſuality, yet ſo, chat it leaueth ſome certapne ſigni⸗ 
oe ok doloure and griefin that ſtriuing and as it were 


winge backe, it is caried away from ver tue and Godli- 
es. Mbiche manikeſklye pꝛoueth thet the ſparcke and 
grace ot ber tue maye bee thzoughe ſome lewde luſte and 
outragious concupiſcence enfeebled, but neuer ſubdued. 
Foꝛ no man hath euer bin ſo cxceedinglye giuen to licenti⸗ 
oulnes, either ſo dꝛonken wyth the dzegges of ſenſuality, 
but as ſoone as that waue ring and wil full pleaſure(the 
miſtie vapoure whereof had bleated the eyes ol his vnder ⸗ 
ſtandinge) was vaniſhed, waxing heauie, crucifying him- 
ſelfe thzough ſozrowe and lamentation ,he was in conſci⸗ 
ence greuoully toꝛmented. Ahich Syong man in Plautus 


Althoſethings knew I perfectly which thou diadſt thi declare 
Thad in mm imprinted f faſt, how [ did nener ſpare- 
To ſpẽd & ſpoile my fathers goods to ſtayn their aunciet name 
T hat glory purchaſde to our race, and eke renoumed fame. 

I knewe what beſte did mee beſecme, ne coulde it put in vre, 
Such force did Venus works in me, ſo did ſbe me allure. © 
Uhr: 
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_ Whereas hee maketh eee Venus, 
it maye plapnly appeare that he noteth vnto vs thoſe euil 
affections and the inconſtancie whiche wee receined of our 
firſt father whiche alſo grew and was increaſed,thzough 
the ſinof al poſterſtye . Agapne where be inuaieth againſt 
bimſelfe miſerable and wzetch that he was, and by an in- 
ward conſideration of his offence conceiueth griefe. herein 
be ſheweth ſome ſparck of grace and heauenly wyſedome 
which deligh tech (nnocking exceps it be honeſt, and rigb⸗ 
tuous . There are who tan deny but there are in vs by na 
ture remapninge ( that we returne from whence we baue 
digreſled) the ſedes ol vertue, the ferutt and earneſt zeale 
ol honeſty, the deſire and laue of true nobility, Yet notw⸗ 
ſtandinge ſuch hath bene the fraylty and weaknes ol man 
bis nature, ſuche hath bene the calamitp of man tbꝛougbe 
ſynne receiued, that although very many thꝛough a good 
incltnation ot nature haue attayned a certayne apparante 
ſhewe of vertue:pet very few haue imbzacedthe true and 
perkecte fozme of boneſtye and vertue. Foz albeit they al 
ketted a tertayne kynde of woꝛthy renoume; yet what true 
- wozthines was, they knewe not, when they neuer looked 
vp into heauen, whence wee onghte to ketehe al true and 
perkect vertue. And how coulde tbe beauens+ 
whoſe minds were fully fixt on the pearth, ſuppoſing they 
"ſhould direct al their deniſes either cothe-gatheringe of 
wozldely pelfe and riches oz cothe attayning of ſuch pzaps' 
ſes and glozy as the people pleaſed to beſtowe on theym. 
_ \Ipzap yon therefoze what haue thoſe iolpe fellowes, and 
great wiſe mẽ gottẽ. which lined ſo manye yeares agoes 


— bath moſt noble valiaũte Emperours cdᷣpaſſed by 


Freat enterpzyces taken in hand foz — 
onour and glozy ?map we thinke they baue be⸗ 


titles o 


king ofglozy and renoſie in vapne? No doubt in vayn. Fox 


* carefully embzaced that vertue, that was fayze and 
Foodlp 


ſtowed al their induſtrye, labour, and trauaill, in the ſe · 
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goodly in ſhew but in dede a coſiterfayt,4 8 bayn ſhadow: 
Foz allmenne although they had befoze their eyes a cer» 
tain reſ7blance of vertu yet could'thep not kepechfſelues 
ſafes free fr the cdmon plague and infectiõ that annoyed 
generally all mankinde. Nepther could thep be deliuered 
from theſe ſtraunge maladies of the ſoule wherewith they 
were miſerablye entangled , whereas it was not in their 
owne power to helpe themſelues: and God both the foun- 
tapne, and laſt ende of all bertue, by whoſe onely vertue,. 
they mought obtapn it. they did not with the eyes of their 
mynd ſaffictently beholde. Therfoze there reigned in that 
age no true vertut but the falſe and counterfapte fozme of 
vertue :no true and perfect wozthines, but the vayne ſha⸗ 
dowe ol wozthines:no true deſire of tenomne, but a pꝛe- 
tenſed, vnculp and fonde luſting after fame and glozye.. 
All whiche trulye were not ſo muche incited u ith the ex- 
cellent , delectable ſhape of honeſty it ſelfe as that [thep 
mought mounte vp to the ſkate of honour,andwith admi⸗ 
ration be reuerenced of the people, did take in hand choſe 
notable and famous actes. That if it ſo be that they which 
feemed ſomewhat to put to theit indeuour to their attap- 
ning of vertue had not 5 fruite oftheire labozs, what may 
be thought ok the reſte, who bauinge bzoken the bandes of 
pyety,honeſtpe, and godlines, did bnfonothinge ſo much 
dende tbẽſelues, as to enterp2yce all hoꝛrible factes and 
villanpes, ther by to fulfil the immoderate and outragi⸗ 
ous luſte that they had. to make oke of allthinges. 


- 
: 


N time paſt Tury onely kept it ſelf within the compaſſe 
and boũdes of dutie ; beynge'lincked and ſtreyghred in 
withe the lawes and pzecepts of God, and with moſte pu 
re and ſincere religion, and a longe tyme free from all a- 
bominable ſuperſtition,of whiche it is wꝛittt There is no 
Idoll in Jacob neithercarued image in Iſraell. The lorde 
their God is there. And 
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And in a nother place: God is knowen in Iurie, and his 
holy name in Iſraell. This Macion did diligently exerciſe 
it ſcife in the ſtudye ol Holines, and hopinge foz the life to 
come, pʒactiſed as muche as in it did lye, all maner ot pit⸗ 
tie and righteouſnes . Notwithſtandinge the nature ot 
true and perfect Godlines was not expꝛeſſed in their law, 
but ſuch a kinde of honeſtie, which mighte ſeeme to haue 
bin not abſolute aud entire good, but rather an vnfini- 
ſbed and rude ſhape ol honeſty. Mo doubt it reſtrapned 
men from many wicked, and wilfull enter pꝛyſes, it with⸗ 
ſtoode furious madnes and impietie, it did ſeuerelye and 
ſharpely punilhe offenders, pet did it not leade and guide 
any man to the per fecteſt aud higheſt ſteppe of vertue and 
wyſedome. Fo? they were pꝛouoked to the loue of vertue, 
not by the incitinge and allurement of vertue it ſelfe, but 
partly by dzead and feare,partly by pzefermente,appoin- 
ted fo2 ſuche as did ſurpaſle all other in innocencie and in- 
tegritie of lyfe, Fo; whereas they ſawe in the firſfe oꝛ⸗ 
dinaunce g eſtabliſhment of the Law, flames of fire flaſhe 
out in euery part of Peauen,the Earth. and aire to quake 
wyth the vehemente and terrible ratlinge of thunder, 
ſtraunge lighteninges fall from the firmament,thzough 
the flakes and flames, whereof the higheſt mountapne on 
every ſide was ſet on fire, beſides the dzeadfull ſounde of 
the trumpette, the wonderfull ſmokes and thicke miſtie 
cloudes, and the reſt of thoſe terrible aſpectes which ma · 
nifeftly declared the maie ſtie of the Godheade itſeife pꝛe⸗ 
ſente:thus beinge marueplouſlp daunted wyth feare, and 
ſtriken with aſtonichmẽt, wyth lowde voyce they call vp⸗ 
pon Moſes, Speake thou ſay they) vnto vs, and wee will 
ef giueeare vnto thee-Letnot the Lozd ſpeake vnto 
vs; leaſte happly wee die. But vatoall chis what aun⸗ 
ſwereth Moſes : Pe biddeth them ta be of good courage, 
and giueth them to vnderſtand the pꝛouident will of God. 
Feare you not ( quoth he 1 God is come to pꝛoue * 
| | anc. 


As pet you are not by the will and appointmente of God 
' free from wicked deſiers, e from other euill affections of 
the mind: nepther are you ſuch which of your owne good 
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aud that you ſhould ſtande in awe of him, and that you 
- ſhould ſinne no more, Which in effecte ſoundeth # ha i 


nature will be bꝛougbte to honeſtp and Godlines. This 
terrour therfoze God hath ſtriken into your mindes, that 
at the leaſt by that meanes he mighte reſtrapnepou from 


pour wtlfull and wicked wayes. But wyth what re- 
*wards doth he allure them co the exerciſe of vertues Eat 


wyth the ſame almolk doth hee intice them, the which the 
rude and ignoꝛant multitude doth ſo much defire & wiſh, 
wyth plenty ot coꝛne, wyth aboundance of riches, wyrh 
ſounde and perfect health of the body. But if that be one⸗ 
y to be termed vertue, which not cõſtrayned by feare, but 
by a mere voluntary motion doth her office and duty, and 
taketh anpe woꝛthy enterpꝛice in hande not fo? the attap⸗ 
ninge tranſicozy thinges in this life, but becauſe it direc⸗ 
tetb it ſelfe to God the ſinall ende of life in deede, then 
how map that be deemed a bertue which is by feare foꝛced 
aud wꝛeſted oute, whole ende and kelicity is put not in the 
true wozſhipping of the euerlaſting God, but in the care; 
full coueting of wozldly commodities: I would not baue 
thoſe hereby ſignifyed, who hauing moze experience ol the 
frailty of man his nature,righte wyſelyvnderſoode that 
they coulde not ofthemſelues perfourme thole thinges þ 
were commaunded in the lawe, except they ſhoulde ſeeke 
refuge at Gods hands, the one ly ſtay of rulings gufdinge 
their lives arigbt . Foz they that farre paſſe dall other-in 
rare and ſingular wyſedome, had no confidence in they 
owne naturall ſtrength, and did put their whole truſte in 
God, and being eonſtemed wyth the power of the holy ſpi · 
rite, came to the higheſte perfection of vertue. Mho not- 
withſtandinge were fewe in nomber. All the reſt, who ey⸗ 


ther leaned to much to their owne reaſon and under ſtan⸗ 
ding, 
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meanes purchaſe renowne, tobertue due and appertap⸗ 
ning, neyther could anylonge time becauſe of the infirmt- 
tieandimbecilitie ottheir minds. continue in good living, 
nay rather fell headlongintogreat and hozrible impietie, 


beinge iutang led ant ſnared with wicked deſires, and the 


entiſements of moſt filthy pleaſures. Beſides this ma⸗ 
ny ot them when they had defiled and polluted themſelucs 
with the faule and ſhameful ſtinkinge'ſtrineof any ſuper⸗ 
ſition whatſoeuer, thep were in that deſperate ſtate and. 
condition, that no outragious & deteſtable villanie could 
be imagined, which they willingly woulde not committe, 
in lo much that they would thꝛow their naturall childzen 
into flaming fire, in honour of their falſe  fayned Gods. 
Df this ſa great and notable impletie,furie,and madnes, 
many holy and. woztby fathers complaine, but eſpecially 
Ieremie moſt lamentablp aboue all other, Fo; example, 


when be ſpeaketh inthe perſon of God thus: They haue 


broughte their wickednes into my houſe, in which my 


name is called ypon, that they might pollute it, and that 


they might builde alters in J ophet, whichis in the val - 
ley of the ſonne of Ennom, there to deſtroy their ſonnes 
and daughters vvith fire. And s 7 ba his place ſhall 
not hereaf ter be called To het, and the valley of the ſon- 
nes of Tamer e alley of murther, And I vvill. 
bringe to noughtet ailec ind E 
lem in this pla ce, and I vyulcutte then yvith the ſword. 
in the ſight of their ennemies. Theſe wondes ſpake Je- 
remie, But it is not necellary to rippe vppe the rable of. 
thole miſchiefes, with the which that Nation was infe- 
cken, thʒougb the coxruption whereof,true beliefe was de-- 


caped,and relligton ſubuerted. the lawofGod.bzought in 


contempe,and by the meanes of luſt and ſuperſtition, cro- 

den vuder.foote, It is ſufficient that we vnderſtand þ not 

ſo muche as in that nation, but onely in a very fe we, there 
„ ee ee WS" >" remape. 


* 


1 
74 


ding, oz foz wozldly reſpects did their duties, could by na 
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remayned the deſire of true and perfect vertue, and þ the 
greateſt parte of them yelded chemſelues thzall to moze 
impietie ok ſinne & wickednes, then any other men. Nei⸗ 
ther is the crime to be valued alike in him chat hath bad 
na kinde of inſtruction and learning, as in him, who to all 
kinds of vertue hath bin by the lawes of God trayned and 
directed. That ik neither reaſon to men, no pzactiſe to 
the vertuous, noꝛ the lawe to the Hebrewes, bad ſufficient 
foꝛce in it ſelfe to the attayning true and perfecte tcommt⸗ 
dation and glozye annexed to bertue, and nothinge els in 
thinges appertapning to man, is left to put vs in minde ot 
bertue : it followeth by good reaſon that all perfection F 
wozthines of true vertue and nobilitie lay hidden and ex⸗ 
tincte all that time of our aunceſtours, neither that there 
was anp place in the wozld, whither che abhomination of 
ſinne,as a certayne deadly and peſtilente infection did not 
creepe. Uerelpe this was that huge and monſterous 
kingdome of linne and death, which had a longe time op⸗ 
pꝛeſſed all Nations, of the which the holy Scriptures in 
ſo manp places complaine. There is no man (ſayth che 
Scripture) which loueth iuſtice and righteouſnes, there 
is no man that ſceketh earneſtly after God, all men are 
2275 aſtraie oute of the right v 1ye, there is not one man 
juing that hath done his dutie, to conclude all the world 
is oppreſſed with the tirannie of ſinne, and thecrueltie of 

death. This alſo: All men are occupied in the ſtudie of 
vanitie, they are caried awaye with dreames and fayned 
phantaſies. They embrace nothinge but that which is 
voyde of wiſedome and honeſtie, and full of all errour 
and damnable impietie. That alſo is a moſte wozth 
ſaping, wherein the glozp and flouriſhing eſtate of man is 


compared to graſſe, and to the flower of the ſielde, which 
if any boyſterous blaſt ſhal happen to ſhake, it is ſo ſcatte⸗ 
red that the leaſf ſigne chereofmaye be no moze ſeene and 
perceiued. Much like vnto ß ſaping of Elaie. All fieſh 0 

graſle 
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* all the glorie therof, is as the flower of the field, 
e graſſe wythered, the flower eftſones yaniſheth away, 
but che word of the Lord enduretht for euer. All which e- 
uidẽtly pꝛoue, þthere was no liuely & perfecte image of 
dignity and wozthines , after that fall of the firſt man, noz 
any abſolute kinde of true and righte renowne, noz anye 
foꝛme at all ołtrue Nobil itie, when all the wozlde 
was vniuerſally ouerwhelmed wth all kind of 
— oy NS 
uer ſpꝛead wyth darckenes,had loſte 
They? beautie @ ſeemelines. 
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THE SECOND E 
Booke of Chriſtian Nobilitie. 


= Dw ſufficiently(as J ehincke)ir may 
: ) appeare, that the nature of true and 
Wk perfecce vertue and noblenes, hath 
EA\cbeſe manye pcares paſſed lien hidde 
a [invarcknes: whereas the chiefe, and 
aigne good was to moſte parte 
| i — ok men btterly vnkuo wen whereas 
the peltilenc and —— raigne of ſiune had enfebled þ - 
koꝛce of mannes reaſon: whereas theirxighte wozthy at⸗ 
tempts, who in witte and induſtrious trauaple excelled o; 
ther, ffretched onely ſo farre, to pꝛactiſe and exerciſe one - 
once ly kinde of vertue, and that not in deede, but in wozd F. 
ſhew goodlp and glozious: whereas they alſo that had vn⸗ 
derſtanving of the law of God, thꝛougb weakt nes and im · 
becillitie of minde,infected with moſte peſtilente and per⸗ 
niciouserrours, were occupped g conuer fat in all kinde 

of filthines and abhomination. Generall therefoze was 
that plague and miſerie, vniverſall-was that fier bꝛande 

and flame, which alonge time ranne thzoughe the whole - 

wozlo, that darcknes was common Feuery where, wher- 
with all thoſe meanes to attayne renowne and wozthines- 
were couered and obſcured, till che time came which by þ 
ſecrete purpoſe and pꝛouident will of God, was befoze all 
woldes declared, at what time man kinde ſhould be delt- 
uered from ſo great miſery and wzetchednes, Fo whe 
the Sonne ok righteouſnes appeared, who diſperſed the 
foggie miſte ok errour and impietie,that afoze darckned þ 
miades vnde rſtand inge, and gaue a cleare and heauenlye 
light to the ſeely g miſerable eſtate ot man: Pen began 
they2 epes to behold the true ſeemely ſhape & foꝛme of ho⸗ 


neſtie. Then beganne they to be inflamed and ſtirred bpto 


the attayning of pꝛapſe t gloꝛy incidente one ly to true and 


perfect vertue, being by the holy . of God * 
tſta- 


a "Ic ö ys 's ©” 
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eſtablihed. Who truly was not ſomuch incenſed againſt 
man inthe conection # puniſhment of b tranſ- 
greſſion;þ he would cleane blot and race outofhigmemo: 
rie che molt excellent image of himſelf,impzinted in man. 
But rather fo2 the excedinge greatnes of his offence, vſed 
2 milde and gentle chaſtilement: and allo appointed tomã 
ſuch a paiue, as whereby hee ſoughte not ſeuere reuenge⸗ 
mt of bi dis tmpieriez-but to applie to his diſeaſe,a bolſome 
medecine and remedie, & to recall him againe to vercue & 
honeſtie. But it was neceſſary byþlaw ofrighteouſnes, 
p ſome, whoſe weldoinge thꝛougb their intollerable pzive 
and ſtubbernes, was not to bee hoped fo2,ſhoulde feele the 
whippe e ſcour ge of ſeueritie, onely to be a terrour vnto 
other: and they beinge an example vnto them it kell out 5 
manye returned from their wicked wapes, x by that mea- 
nes the nomber was karre greater of choſe that might re⸗ 
iopce inthe loue and mertie of God, then complatne of his 
ſharpe and ſeuere iudgemente. To conclude akter ſinne 
and wickednes was once committed, all meanes poſſible 
were deuiſed, to heale 5 feſfered ſooze, by linne p2ocured, 
There were laid foxth menacing thꝛeatninges, chere was 
ſente amonge men death and deſtruction, generall over- 
whelming of waters, great waſte g hurt by fire. Againe, 
there happened ftraunge ſights & pꝛodigious monſters, 
to feare and cerrifie the minds ol me. Further the bꝛoiles 
and tumults of warre, the vtcer ruine and ſubuerſton of 
tcountrpes, had this meaninge to ſtrike into men ſome re⸗ 


- mozle of inne, and to withdzaw them fro theit wickednes 


c abhominacidõ. Oa the other ſide the cdmodities of this 


were to reduce men both to their dutie, to the purcha- 
ſing of theyz owne health 4 ſaferie.God therfoze of his en⸗ 


uided fo2 the ſakegarde and pꝛeſeruation of man his e« 


ſtate by all kinde ef meanes, whether they were, 
02027 


life, the law ſet downe by the linger of God, the inffitutis 
of holp religion,Gods pꝛomiſes, his exceevinge benefits, 


ey2e and fatherlp clemencie, goodnes, and mercye , pꝛo · 
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o2dapned fon bis chaſtiſemẽt. o fo2 a meanes to allure hint 
to vertue c goodnes . But after that cheextremitie of his 
ſickenes ſo much increaſed , and his wicke dnes waxed ſo 
great, that his wounded ſoule ſeemed almoſt incurab le, 5 
chiefe and pzincipall of all Phiſitions , applyed vnto him 
another ſoueraigne medecine, and gaue vnto him an eſpe- 
ciall pꝛeſeruation, notonelye torepayze that.wbich was 
impay2ed, and loſt bp diſcaſe, but alſp fuliy to reſtoze his 
fozmer healthe , with further encreaſinge the ſame wyth 
ſtrength, and all other neceſſary ſupplies . This no doubt 
was the wyſedomeof Almighty God, the eternall ſonne 
ok the father eternall, begotten in ſuch wyſe as no tongue 
can declare, the perfect image ok bis fathers gloꝛy, ß koun · 
taine & welſpzing of life c immoꝛtalitie. Oe therfoze who 
bad in the beginning of the wozlde , impꝛinted in man the 
ſhape and liklines of himſelfe, bach loſed him which was 
bound wyth letters ofſinne g death, e compaſſed about w 
al kinde of miſery &calamitie, 'andhath by bis ſinguler & 
diuine pꝛouidẽce reſfozed him to his fozmer liberty. Firſt 
therefoze it was expediente and nereſſarychat,that abbo· 
minable and moſt hapnous offence wherewith mankinde 
generally was infected, ſhould be waſhed away: and that 
the violating and defacing of the relligion of God ſhoulde 
be by ſome holy ſacrifice o2 ſatiſfaction raunſomed, e that 
the filthie Caine by wickednes and ſinne receyued,ſhoulde: 
be clenſed, and cleane taken out. T hat at the length man 
beinge thus deliuered from the bondage and tp2annie of 
ſinne, mought recouer the wozthy titles of his aunciente 
dignity and renowme, and in the ende attapne the glozy ot 
lyfe cuerlaſtinge, : But no ſuch ſacrifice coulde poſſiblye- 
be found, by which ſo great impietie might bepurged,o2- 
the iuſt iudgemẽt of God ſatiſfyed,o2 the ſtaine rect pued, 
quite and cleane taken oute, and waſhed awaye.  T#fre- 
foze we all defiled wyth ſinne, ſubiecte and thzall to moſte 
wookull calamities, ſoyled u pth the ſuddes and 1 


frothe 
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frathe of all kinde of diſhoneſty were bozne to perpecualt 
and euerlaſtinge miſerye. This ſhoulde haue beene our 
— Ar eftate;excepte our moſt bounte- 
erciful-Sauiour Chriſte, had beholden vs moſt 
—— and cunſed caitifes with the eies of his mercy,x 


had oof his ſinguler gratiaus godnes, taken u bim 

true fourme and ſhape ot᷑ man, and re ſtill the ma 

dheade had r bnited 
dchereuntothe nature of man 


. — and Ruler of all the wozloe, at ; bendinge of whoſe 
bꝛowe the Heauens and Earth do quake and tremble, to 
the intent he moug ht bꝛinge man (lamentably loſte and t x» 
pelled out of the territozp and pleaſant place of Paradiſe) 
to his natiue ſoile, and country againe: bee defcendinge 
from the higheſt heauen, was conuerlaunte here with vs 
rth.in ſuch ſozte p bee neither layd aſide the rule of 
Heauen aboue, noz pet did ſeclude and ſeperate himſelfe 
from the ſwaie and gouerment of the whole wozld beſide, 
By this league and mutuall conjunction ok the devine 
— ——.— natures, ſinne that had taken deperote in 
incontinentliy plucke vp by the rwees: the rule 
_ ucthozity of death was — fo: all manner 
of wickednes w the pureſt and holieſt ſacrifice þ mougbte 
ariel was made. Fo2 whatmoze holye kinde of 


ſacrifice could be intented,then that which was done and 
celeb, wk be Higheſt Biſnoppe, who was dy the aun» 
ent op ol the holy Fathers [aide to be à Prieſte 
ordinge to the order of Nlelchiſedech? bo made 
— with ſherne oꝛ talues. o any offeringes by the 


vaine ſuperſticion of men allowed of, but with his owne 
molt pꝛetious bloude. ho that hee moughte keepe vs 
frqm that deathand deſtruction that did hange ouer our 

at fo2the ge neralt ſaluation of 'bzallto 
boſe ebinges light vppon his owne beade, and foz our 
ſake Waben nene and vuveſiley ſacrifice. 


_ 


be 
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- Who ſuffered himſelfe to be ſcourged wich roddes, and 
tobe hanged on the croſſe, that he moughtbeare the punt- 
ment of our generall offence , and appeaſe Gods wzath 
againſt vs with the ſacrifice of hisſacred body, O excee 
dinge greatnes of God, O plenty infinit,and vameaſu- 
rable of the benefites of God, and wonderfull largnes of 
his giftes, heaped and powred vppon vs. He the maker 
ok all thinges, by whoſe power all thinges bothe aboue & 
beneath were framed and ſiniſhed: who ruleth and diſpo- 
ſeth all chinges, theercedinge glozye of whole maieſtye 
the Heauens cãnot containe, did lie tncloſedin the wombe 
of a moſt bleſſed Virgine,andtwke vppon him the berye 
true and perfedc ſhape of a man, that he monght place man 
in ſome degree and deuine perkecktion . This was that 
which many hundzed ptares befoze-was fozecolde by men 
iulpired with the holy ghoſte: to witte, that time woulde 
come, that God couered with humaine ſhape, choulde vſe 
the office of an inſtructer and teacher, x ſhould deliuer vn; 
to vs the holſome dilcipline of vertue and godlines . Foz 
Eſaye wziteth thas. All nations ſhall runne to him, 
and match people ſhall goe, and they ſhall ſaye, come 
lette vs aſcende vp to the hill of the Lorde, and to the 
houſe of the God of Iacob, and he ſhal teach vs his waies, 
and wee ſhall walkein his pathes. And in another place 
be bitereth ſuch ſpeach as if God the father ſhouldimpart 
bis minde and counſell with his ſonne. In this manner: 
Ihaue appoyncted thee to be the atonement betwixte 
me and mankinde to be alight to lighten all nations, to 
make the blinde to ſeczto ſet him at liberty, which is faſt 
tyed in chaines. Againe in another place the ſonne of 
God ſpeaketh thus of him ſelfe . The ſpirite of God reſ- 
teth on me, for that he hath annoynted mee, and ſent me 
to inſtructe the melee in ſpirite, and do remedye thẽ that 
are afflicted. Baruch the Pzophet calleth bim God from 
whence hath ſp2 onge all knowledge, aud wiſedome. And 
alittle after this.he ſaith ; he hath appeared in the Earth 


and 


Of Chriſtian Nobility. 70, 
indtalked with men. And Toell doth wirhrhele wozdes 
Kirre vp all Godiy men. Reioyce O 2 ſonnes of Sion, 
and be glad in the lorde your God, for that he hath ſent 
you a teacher to inſtructe you in all righteouſnes. There⸗ 
fore after that the voice of that beauenly docter, in darke⸗ 
nes gaue ligbte. bad inſtructed mankinde with the rules 
of erue religion, and the diſcipline of wiſe dome, and had 
— away the gredy mindes deſire ok humayne M tri- 
y pleaſures, and had ſheewed them that nothinge in 
E th was greatly to be feared, not death, which killeth 
onely the body, but doth not ſo mutth as touche the ſoule: 
—— ares rar ol friendes, pouertye, and ſuch 
which ik they ircke and greue the carcas, pet neuer- 
— * goodeſtate of the ſoule, whtrh ts inimoztall, 
they cannot hurte, and had taugbt them afterwardes to 
imbzate tharitpe, lyberality , cemperaunce, when be ban 
deepelp imp2inted theſe thinges in the minde of man: and 
had confirmed the hartes ok his folowers and auditours 
with an aures hope of {mmoztalitye, an d inflamed them 


with a feruendveftre dr diuine perfection; o can daubte 
e and ſhewe of vertue, dut the. 
fullextrllencyof ertue aKared thein,chas 
— bozne to renoumt and after Wer arherutploys ſauce inte 
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The cares of the deafe ſnalbe opened. Me calleth them 
veafe, which bath ſhut their eares, to the intẽt they would 
not vnderſtande the will and pleaſure ok God, of whome 
Ieremye ſpeaketh. Beholdetheir cares are vncircumci- 
ſed, and they cannot heare. Motwithſtandinge Chriſte 
ok his meere mercy hath bzought co paſſe, that the deafe 
with their eares ſhoulde receiue good inſtruction. I p2ay 
you what foloweth afterwardes, Then ſhall the lame 
leape as the Harte, and the toungues of the dombe ſhall 
ſounde forth the praiſe and glory of God. Mhat is vn- 
derſtode by the lame, they are notigaozanc, which are but 
yonge and ſimple ſchollers in diuinitp. Foz they are lame 
that haue any kinde of let oꝛ maime in their ſoule,, by the 
impediment whereof they are ſtoypedin the race ok piety 
g codlines:who can neither endeugure by foxceof ſtrẽgth 
no2 byany meanes ſo drale by ſwifcaes of, runninge, that 
they may obtatne the re warde of vertue,, Therefoze con · 
ſider and ponder with pour ſelfe how manifoldly the ſoule 
of man is bleſſed by him that reCozed the liverty:ofanan: 
and bzowghtebym out anne nnd dee 10? 
Cahogaue ſxhte tothe blinde, opened the cares; of them: 
that were deafe , gaue ſwiftngs to the $6 ſo that lite 
Hartes they are ablek co runne. bps to the — ol the 
vigheſt moutikatyes, and malte engines ta deſiz t 


pentes : L ly, infant; £8 zl kinge bab bez, $f n goers 
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mynde . Foz now nochingelectingehenipude $drjinge. 
in great felicicy and bleſlednes, it did it elke 


to all kynd of righteouſnes, and celeſtiall viſc 


God 


peared, and gaue vnta it a clearer light and did inflamed 
it with an earneſt deſtre ol heauenly wyſedome . Aun ik 
the Lawe be nothinge els but a right and perfecte rule ot 


_ reaſon, aſſuredip that teaſon which not onelp by nature, 


but that whiche is muche and karre better and by the pꝛeſt 
and readye helpe and power ot almightye Gad was made 
ſeperfet tbat it maugbt eaſelye appipe it felfe to falamwe 
the will and pleaſute al Gon it canne nat bee gainlapoe 
— — the law-of Gy; Foz cbus it isamittẽ 
in Prophet Hieremie. This ſnalhze the couenant which: 
eee 

or grue chem to po | 
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is Cdiſt hewhickis:colter 
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ipline, the 
vertue and power ol the moſt higb and euerlaſlinge 
ſhewed it lelke moſte louinglpe unta the ſaule af manne 
bepnge his owne image and liklines, which he in his cre» 
ation bad endowed with al grace and bertue, and nom ap- 
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tie of God . Andriowe me thinke'Jſce(moTrenowmey- 
PÞziiice.)that;I:baue thzough a certapne holdnes,incidfce 


ſo great an interpꝛyce,. as I ſhal not in any one poynt hap- 
pe ly diſcharge: Foꝝ Jam entered into p̊ diſcourſe of thoſe 
thiages as it were inta the det pe, and mapne Dea, with þ- 
pofoiivnes whereof all eloguence,any ozatozp ot mã muſt 
needes bee confounded and overwhelmed; Butwhat dat 
I ſpeabe of che vnderſtanding ol manne The heauenipe. 
Powers themſe lues, cã ſcarcely chꝛougb che ir diuine and 
angeticall vttericeworthelp handle matters of fo. great 
impoztance: ſo farre of is it, that the tongue of a mo2- 
call mã oltẽ delpled with vupure and buſtmely peaches 
can wich oxquiſice learningoveſcribe che wouverfal bene · 
fices of Gad, beſtowed an man. n is there any maune 
endued withe luche ſingulat itye of — 
able to conceyue, muche leſle expꝛeſſe in wodzdes in ubat 
ne ol God * — — vnto him ide ſhape 
linkeofcan« 


ſinneand —— . — chend help n vnde liled ft 
all kyndt of wickednelle : luyther what bynd ol eloquence: 
is able ta cxpꝛeſſe the miſerpe of the tralle / whitbe : Chick 
notdes, and p) 9 
— — ſoxte ol "= 
c@ ſorf6xth a the woche s of che matte vit ſelf requiteth: 
the unconquerable ve rtu ol him wieh the which zr rohr 
tathe ground, amm crulhted in p cant venemdug tr: 
peutz ima whole q wer 6 talen, aun 
— Hev che katot trete rd kingdom df death / aun et 
amour cofigbcall per oſs,ahardaraus. 
Caine, That in meme tyme Jotnſttthas, how'he 


toa6rapſedifrompeathandbearpughinie Win Omen 
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which hee beepnge the bictoz and conqueroz in allbaccaits 
pꝛocured to himſelfe with wonderfull gloxye entered into 
the thzone celeſtiall, that hom thence fozthe bee moughte 
bzing vader his authozity ceternall iuriſdictiõ al coũtri⸗ 
es, and nations. Alſo that J omit to ſpeakofthat kinv« 
lynge of fpre ok the holye ſpyzyte, wherewythe the 
poſtles mindes inflamed wyth a rare and ſyngular cow 
ſtancie, declared thinges ſecrete and heavenly, and fitled 
the whole wozde with Chziſtes holye name. All theſe 
thinges ſtryke into our myndes a woaderfall - admirati- 


on, and thzough their exceeding greatnes bereue man of | 


his reaſon and vnderſtanding, and maketh his tounge to 
folter, and ſtagger .Therfoze it is a great matter and dif- 
ficulc ,and not onely excedeth the flendernes-of my ſimple 


thoſe thinges, which not thedoctrine and traditid of men, 
but the wyſedome of God hath inſpyꝛed into our myndes; 
notwichſtiving:thatſhould haue ben coſidered,befoze we 
hand in our firſt enterance as it were paſſed foꝛth out of the 
beauen. Now truely wheras we haue boldly launched 


into the depe, we muſt hopſe vp our ſaples. Therefoze le- 


auinge that argumente whiche we haue befoze dilated ſo 
fatfoꝛth as it was lawful and we durſt pꝛeſume, we wil by 
Gods aide and aſſiſtance bꝛieſlye ſpeake of thoſe thinge g 
which concerne the wozthie titles of a Chiſtian name. 


A Nv firft as tout hinge vertue yf{ as it was ol bs befoze 
detlared ) p onely is to be demeda vertu, whichpzocee- 
dinge from God, al waies is referred to God, and to bim 
directeth al her actyons: and euident it is that the heanen» 
ly and cel de ok vertue did one lye pzocede oꝛigi⸗ 


cue 


witt, but is a thing, wheb-cannot be compaſſed by mans 
reache and capacity to vtcer and declare any one parte of 


nally from the doctrine c mighty power of Chziſf, and it 
was powzed onely into thempndes'of tht which were the 
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true blame ok Chiilt:it conſequ#tly foloweth that one 
lin Chztftiansthe per fecte light'of true nobilttye appe⸗ 
artih . Fox tbis is the onely vertue which weakened al the 
ſtrengthe and cutte a ſuriber the ſpnowes of ſinne which 
reſtozed to the fozmer bewtie tbe moſt ertellẽt: and divine 
ſubſtice of the loule, deliled with al vneleanes; which pid 
make ſtrong and luſty the feble Trength of the ſoule with 
-amarueplons ſwiftnes and tonſtäcie farre paſſinge the o⸗ 
piniow aud creditof men, which hath aliened alt dut᷑ togi⸗ 
tations from all bnmaine and tranſitory pleaſure3;to the 
ſtudy ok holines and pure religion, and hath Taybe' open 
aſure and ready path way to beauen. Let ang man pf it ſo 
f pleaſe him) compare that kynde of vertue which was in 
Grctians and Romaines both, Fhat waglto out ward ap⸗ 
parance moꝛthy greate renoumne, with the hobifeye of a 
Chziſtia man, he ſhal eftſoties perceiue What great odds 
and difference there is betwixt them both. Theire ver⸗ 
tue attained by mans trauaile and paine reſteth in things 

vayne and tranſitoꝛpy. The vertue of Chꝛiſtiãs geuẽ to thẽ 

by the francke, and free giſt ok God hath a moſte aſſnrev 

hope, ſixed in God. Theire vertue hath reſpecte to tem⸗ 

pozall treaſute, and the gloztous gliſkeringe of wozdlye 

pleaſures(whiche in ſhoꝛte ſpace periſheth and comes to 

nothinge) the vertue of Chziſtianes reſpecteth onely the 

thinges that no time (hal conſume, the thinges that are 

beauenly.andeverlaſtinge . Their vertue darckned w ith 

the contagions offinne, aud bzought low creepeth on the 

ground: but the vertue of Chzullians beyng pure, and vn⸗ 
defyled lwyktly, and confidently flyeth vp to heauen. N 

Their vertue with a waueringe hoope and kfainte cou rage 

thinketh on their glozy. The vertue of Chziſtians, re⸗ 

ſtetb e ſfayeth on a moſt foꝛme and aſſured hope of immox 

tality and thinketh certainely to iniop the trut truttt, and 

effect ofglozye . Laſtly their vertue pufte vy with moſte 
light and phantaſtical opinions ſtirreth vp amonge ſim⸗ 


pie 
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ple and fonde men'greatadmiration;/.* /''"*" * 
Thevertue of Cheihans: illamintd with 2 
ok bolines, and ſanctimonye.rauiſheth wyſe men with the 
deſire & loue of true euerlaſtinge wozthines. To con- 
clude in the one, map you fee a certaine dale deade imagt 
of vertue: inthe otber vertue ber ſelfe, furniſhed with aft 
neceſſary hcalpes.and beautiſied and ſetfoʒeh with all her 
due titles, and oznamentes.: Againe he ſhall eaſilp vnder⸗ 
ſtandt, wherein they both differ, w hich will geue bimſelle 
tothe vnderſtandinge of their effectes 4 operations, Foz 
hethat will examine and difigentſy conſider Chriſtian Ip 
berality,m&kenes,and temperance, and the offices, and 
dueties that ſpzinge-out of their other vertues: and will 
compare theym wich che actions that pꝛocckde out of hy» 
mapne vertue : ſhall finde that the ſouleofaperfect ch1if- 
tian man, is an holy place and Temple in the which the c. 
ternall Godhead ofthe bleſſed Trinitye inhabite th. T5; 
bo be him ſelfecefifieth,.1 and my father will come to vi- 
ſite him, and we wil make with han our abode and man- 
ſion place. Andels where. I will make my-habirat?. 


on amonge them, and will walke vp and downe. Aud 
Paule in many places calleth the myndes of Chziſtians 


the churches,and Temples of God: Therefoze wher⸗ 
as Godhimlelfe bath made his ſeat, and dwellinge place 
in the mindes of them, that trace the ſteppes; and treade 
the patbwaye of Chriſte, that bis aide and. aſliſtaunce be- 


inge al{waycs pꝛeſt, and at bande, he mought inflate thẽ 
with an earneſt deſire of followinge his dtuine vertue , ic 


is a ridiculous thinge,co compare the bare ſhe we of anpt 
| bumaint vertue, to avertue loexcedinge excellent,” 


Rae nowe.touchinge nobility what hotly I eye : 40 
if it be true that the wiſe and learned ſuppoſe all noby⸗ 
litye to ſpzinge out ok vertue, and do thinke the lame to be 


T. L ſingu⸗ 


4 


nothinge els but a 1 and kinred illumined with rare z 
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fingular vertues, truly that ſtotke a family 5ᷣ is frapybe 
with diuine dertues, cannot be thought but roifſae oute 
ol a diuine ract and pzagenp.. And cherefoze we do not 
timeroullo, and ſtaggeringely,but with a lowde volte, F 
bolde courage ſate p the whole generation of Chriſtians 
fetch their petegree from Sodhimlelfe ho haue not 
their generacts in that manez as the race of thoſe famous 
worthyes that Homer wypteth ot. Foz they,when ſome 
of them excelled other in anye notable and famous Acte, 
did eaſely challenge vntochetmſelnes a fapned nobilitpe, 
_referringe the firſt beginutnge ot their whole kinredro 
falſe and wicked Gobdes al the Gentiles, But wee Chriſ- 
tians trut ly call aur father not Iupiter, 02 Bacchus, but 
the highe, allmiglity anch euerlaſtinge GOD , Neither 
tau any man, without au beynous, c intollerable offence, 
voubt ok this ſo woꝛthynndfamous gentility, ſeinge it is 
made euident and no wen vato vs by ſo manpe and ſo im⸗ 
munerable teſtimonies of holpſcripture , Firſt Iohn the 
\holp Pꝛopbet df God, doth lays that choſe which hathre⸗ 
ceauęd the faith of Chriſte, haue receyued this ſpectall bes 
. nefic,that'they are made the chiloꝛen of God. In ſo much 
that they are not in any wiſe to be eſteemed of that line, ta 
the which by cofanguinity thep are linked, oꝛ of that race 
into which by adoption thepare recepued, but are to be re 
puted and referred as the otlpꝛzinge, and childzen of God. 
Beholde l ſaith be in an other place) what benefit we haue 
receiued of God in that we are called the ſonnes of God. 
But what ſaith Paule? In howe many places ? Howe 
notably, howe rbetozicallp, doeth he diſpute of che excel« 
lencye of nobility . As where he calleth Chriſte our bro- 
ther, where he ſapeth that by the meere 8 and free 


grace of tlie holie Ipitite, e are adopted into the kinred 
and family of God. VVheras he with vehement ſpeach 
calleth that vniuerſall creator of all thinges, the Fatherof 
vs all. But tan von require a greater warrant then his 
1-4; | * owne 
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owneteftimony? Iwill declare (ſapth be) rhy name vnto 
my bretheren, and in the middeſt of thy holy Temple 
will | prayſe the. And in a nothet place . You muſt not 
call vpon any father in Earth, f̃or one only is your father 
in heauen: finally this. I goe vp tomy father and yours, 
my God, and your God, It mere an enults la bout to tol · 
lece and gather together ali aucthozities that racifie and 
confirme this diuine kinde of generation and kinred. But 
I baue ſaide tnough and to mutch all trady, eſpecially 
whereas J haſten to ſpeake of other matters. Fut this 
I ſuppoſe not out ot the way tu warnt you of that the y ate 

not diuerſe families aud kinredes in which we repoſe this- 
boly and godly nobility . Foz althougb they are by bloud* 
ſeuered. hy eſtate and condicion viuerſe;byreafs of diſlinit 
places inũnite:pet after they are inta one ptate aſſem died. 


to the intent they Hould ſhe w thẽ ſe lues valiant ſouldiats. 


vader their cheife, and generall Captapne Chriſte, thep 
are incoutinent ly tyed together, & vnited wich one bloude: 
of kinred,andconſanguinicy.. Fo? thep baue nows'laids' 
afide all alliaunca and pzoximity of bleude, bpwhichafors: 
they were ſevered, and beinge adopted into the howſe and 
nr ed of God. in which there is no diſtinction of birth. 
they ate nowe t quali and alta like Gentlemen. Fo after 
that they beiag r inwardly ſanctified by the ontwarve cles 
ment of water in the haly-facramentof Bapriſme,fox mold 
parte had renonnced the ulde vſe and cuſtam at ſinne and 


had latd aſide the pꝛintt and image af our ſtrnᷣ father. aud 


leauinge their kogmer lite, and deinge as it wert bome as 

gaint, be gantoenter into a newe life, thert wan wiougbt 
incontinentliy a ne we diſpoſition'ofthe myndraf man, and. 
there did ſpꝛinge vp and arile thereimma montertull prefers: 
tion, and extelientye of nature: ſathat note na ſtgu 
mans inũt mity was left. Therrimt that bitch dave of 
ours we ought not ta ſolempni e mherein we are hne in 

ta che wozloe, beinge by nature apooincted to all kinde ot 
| C. 2. miletrieg 
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miſeries. and wofull calamities. but that daie (I ſaye ) we 
ought ta celebzate with wonderfull iope and pleaſure , in 
which the light of heavenly grace was offered vnto vs, # 
our ſaluation and liberty by the gratious godnes and ves 
nefitof Chriſte our bleſſꝛd ſauiour, pzocured. Foz we are 
not ſo much to be called the chilozen ofthoſe Parentes by 
whole meanes we inioy this wꝛetched and mozeall life: as 
the childꝛen of Gad himkelfe, of whom wee baue this kind 
of life, that is fall of diuine perfection, and by whom at 
length we ſhall obtayne immoztality.Therfoze although 
a kinred be made ol them that are nowe ioygned togea- 
ther, but were dilkincte,called, and choſen allmoſte out ot 
all Nations, differinge in place, in manners and nature 
dillpke, although they are all called to the participation of 
this moſt holy cauenaunt, yet one kinred of al kinredes is 
made, hauinge the very ſelfe ſame holp rigbtes, the verye 
ſelfe ſame roote and oziginall of their gentility. The ſtrit 
beginning ok our race and kinrev(as it is afoze declared) 
is God himſelke, at whoſe becke all thinges were made, E 
art pꝛeſerued in their good eſtate, vnto whom all thinges 
are caried with a deſire paſſinge mans cogitation & credit. 
Fo? be was the aucthour ofour generation, hee bleſſed vs 
with moſt excellent gifces,and called vs to the inheritice 
of immoncall glozp,he enricched vs with all heauenly and 
celeſtial oznam#ftes. Mhat thinge can a man deuiſe in his 
miude in eſtimationand wozthinesmoze excellent then þ 
man ſhould be raiſed out of þflime ot the Earth, to climbe 

to ſo bighe a degree and eſtate of dignitye 
Let any man fherfo2ecif him liſteth) baunt ok his badges 
aud cognizances, let yym bꝛynge doune the line of his no⸗ 
ble race from the very ſirſt founder ok his aobility, let him 
with wooꝛdes ot verye ligbt credite.aduouch Hercules, o 
ſame one of the woꝛthies to be the chiefand firſt beginner 
of his bouſe and kinred, 0z if he may purchaſe tre dite = 
11 pen 1 
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by, let him deſcende krom the rate ol Iuppiter himſelfe,ſo 
that we map truelp call the eternal and t᷑uer laſting God 
our father,whiche truelpe wee may be bolde todo, wher- 
as we retaine within vs incloſed the ſpp2ite of god, which 
is vnto vs a pleadge of this our diuine and ſpirituall no» 
bility .Fo2 no moze aſſured and moze ſubſtanciall teſtimo⸗ 
ny can poſſibly be ſpokt᷑ ot, tht᷑ that gift of the holye Ghoſt 
moſt boun tt tully beſfowed vpon Chxiſtian men, w which 
they are inflamed ,with which as with an earneſt deſire of 
celeſtiallchinges in all kynd of vertue, they are made vi- 
gilant which purchaſeth to the ſoule, ſecurity ,'tope , and 
a wonderkull charity. This aſſiſtance of the holye ſpp» 
ryte is ofthat ſo2zt,that it will not ſuffer vs to be of weake 
and fapnt epther courage, oz hope. Of the whiche that 
we migbte the better intreate, the verye Etymologie, and 
wozthpnes of the name of a Chʒiſtian is to be declared, the 


' beginning of whiche name J will ſomwhat moze at large 


expꝛeſſe. And whereas that is comonipe knowen, it is 
not needefull foʒ me to geueno*pce thereof that the name 
of Chzyſt,implyeth a certapne vnction and annointing. 


fo02 the verye ſame ſignifpeth eic in Greeke, that 
Vngi in latine, whyche in oure tonge is to bee annopn- 


ted. 


1 Pere was in tyme palk an oyntment ofgreate holines 
and vertue, white wonderfull ſolemne ceremonyes 


made, wber with they that were ozdeined Pryeſtes, Prin- 


ces, and Pꝛophets were wont to be annointed. And that 
it was lawfull foz no man to enter into pꝛieſthode, epther 
to take vppon him the maieſty and aucthozity of a Kinge, 
except he u ere anopnted with this holye oyntment, it is a 
thinge moze commonly known then that itne deth by any 


man moꝛe amply to be diſcourſed. And how P2zopbers 
ſþould haue the ſame, pouredvps them it appeareth 7 — 
| iſto- 
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piſtozies of king :s. Foz ther God commaunded Flias 


to annoynt Ahael and Iehu, and to create one king of Si 


ria, the other of Samaria Further he addeth. T hou ſhale 
anoynt Helizeus the ſõne of Saphat and appoynt him a 
Prophet in thy roome. It was not therefoze at that time 
lawkull nepther to exccute the office aud dutye ok a kinge, 
no2 to enter into holy ozders of Pꝛyeſthode, noz fo2 Pꝛo⸗ 
pbettes ſometinces by diuine inſpiration to fozetel things 
to come, oꝛ to ente rpꝛete any difficulce oꝝ ſetrete miſterpe, 
except they had beene befoze with this ople anoynted, and - 
conſecraten. Not true iy betaule there was that bertue 
in Caſſia oꝛ Cinamome oz other ſweet odoures tempered: 
with oyle, that without chem wee ſhould thinke no man 
able to att nne honour and fourragnetpe. But no doubte 
ther was, another kynd of ople ſecret and ſpyzituall,wher- 
of this compounde deutſcd by Moſcs, was but a ſhadowe- 
and outwarde ſigne, without whiche no man could as bis 
eſtate required gouern a kingdome, no man vncozruptip» 
exerciſe þ-moſtholp funcctd of Pꝛie ſthode, no mi thzough- 
the dinine ſpirite of Pzopheſie,, fozctel things to come. 
Fox no other thinge is this kynde of oyle, but the ayde and: 
aſſiſtance of che holy ſpyzite alwapes at hand, and a bea⸗ 
uenly gift by Gods gratious goodnes beſtowed vpon pu- 
re and vndefyled mpndes, by che power wbereol many as 
bydinge here in earth, haue after a (ozt obtepned, the c ſta⸗ 
te and condicion ofheauenly wightes. This is that oyn - 
ment wherewtrh Chnſte was waſhed kromtop to toe as. 
it is mitten. The ſpirit cof God reſteth vppon me, for 
that he hath anoynted me. But Doniell doth not ont lyxe 
Mophecye of the annopntinge , but ſhe weth that it is li⸗ 
mitted within the ſpace of iii. ſcoze and x weekes within 
which tyme it ſhould come to palle that the ſlayne of ſinne 
ſhould be cleane waſhed away, and the gilte of impyerye 
ſatiſfied, and the chefeofcyt which are called holy, houly: 
beans 


1 


de ann oynted not wich any ſach ople, wherwith the bodye 
mought ve ko2 a ſhoꝛte tyme thzough che ſwete ſmeil and 
pleaſant ſauoure delighted, but whereof the ſoute ſhould 
receiue endles comfozte, & cucrlaſting iope, and pleaſure. 
- Which'is moze platulyin another place declared in this 
Wiſe.z/h5 God hath anoyntedſ ſaieth hee) with the holy 
ghoſt and verrue And whereas al thoſe functions which 
baue bene of olde time in ſome ſigne ſignmfped ,+beſtowev 


vn diuers men, were after a moſt excellente vader and all 


at ones ta be belkowed on Chiſt. Foz his euer laſtinge 
kingdom, his moſt high pꝛieſthode, was by diuine ozacies 
foꝛetoulde and he was called many hundzeo'pcares afoze 


the exceltent Pꝛophet:ſeyng therfoze he was after a won ⸗ 


der full ozder to bee magnified with all gloꝛy, and to be ad» 
uaunced aboue all men to thebigheſte eſtate of honoure: 
meete it was that aboue all other partakers of the ſame 
inheritante, and glozy, he ſhoulde be annopnted. As it 


is wꝛytten in the boke of Pſalmes I hovv haſt loued righ 


tuouſnes and hated iniquity, therfore God euen thy God 
hath annoynted the vvith the oyle of gladnes aboue thy 
felows. A drop of Myrrh, and Caſſia hath deſtilled from 
thye garmentes. Me there oe aboundinge with ſweete 
ſmelles, and pꝛecious oputmentes, and therefoze called 
by the name of Chzift, beyng appoyn ted kinge of kinges, 
and aduaunced to the highefte dignity of Pꝛieſthode, par⸗ 
taker ot all dererminations and purpoſes of God, being 
the dealer and wozker in them, {o gouerneth all thinges, 
that he obteineth foz vs at Goddes handes peace & attone 
ment, and inſpyreth into our mpndes all good leſſons and 
pꝛecepts of wiſedome t things far beyond Þreach and ca« 
pacity ot mannes knowledge. Therfoze all choſe wozthp 

tytles of Power, holines, and ſpirituall perfeccion'in this 
one name of Chꝛyſte ate conteined. Srepnge therfoze 
of that whiche plenteonfly aboundedin Chiſte oz kinge, 


Of Chriſtian Nobility 6. 


ſome parte was allo deriued vnto them that walked in bis 
| wayes 
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wayes,and'folowed his aucthozitye whom he calleth bꝛe⸗ 
theren,compantons,pertakers of ail thoſe good thinges 
that ſhould be geuen vnto himſelf, therefoze ofgoop right 
thename of Chzyfic was appiyed to tbeym „and they 
were tearmed Chziſtians,eyther beccauſe they woꝛſhip⸗ 
ped Chziſte, 02 becauſe, they weere partakers of the 
ſame annopntinge. Foz thus it is wzitten in John 
Vou haue the annoyntinge from the holye one and you 
knovv all thnges. And agapne ſhoztipe after hee ſap- 
eth The annoyntinge that you receyued of him remay- 
neth in you: no neede haue you of anye man to teac 
you , but his annoyntingeſhall teach you all thinges. 
heras therefoze the vertue andefficacie ofrhisannoint« 
ment is ſuche that it is able to treat kinges, to make Pꝛi⸗ 
eſtes to inflame the harts of al men with heauenly mo⸗ 
tions: it is no doubte, but that al true Chziſtians are par 
takers ofthe perfection of all thoſe wozthye and honou⸗ 
rable functions :fo2 tbey are not onelpe kinges, oꝛ choſen 
to bee pꝛyeſtes as Iohn wpteth in his Apocalipſe, but 
they baue alſo a wonderfull knowledge of the hidden and 
ſecrete miſterpes of God. Foz mote (uſtly mape you cal 
bym a kinge (that here Jmought omitte to ſpeake of the 
incomparable riches of that eternall and ſpirituall king- 
dome) which vfetb the reſtraint of che Law of God tomos 
derate his lufffull deſires, and to bzydle the enyll affecti⸗ 
ons and vices of the minde,and directeth all bis actions 
to the pꝛincely pꝛecepts, and royallrules of Chzilt then 
bym that liueth in Pꝛinte ly aucthozitye , and lpke a bple 
dzudge,fs a bond flaue to ſhame and ſin. Moꝛe iuſtlpe map 
poue call hym a pzyeſte whoſe holye and deuoute payers 
doth farre, and by a great many degrees excell in reſpecte 
ofthe perfection of pure relligion the ſacrifice eyther in 
moꝛning 02 evening vſed in old time: then-Caiphas wha 
wyth ſinfull bands, did telebꝛate moſt deteſtable and hoꝛ⸗ 
rible ſacrifices. Mone iuſtly mape you terme him a pꝛo- 
pyct 
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Of Chriſtian Nobilitie. 77, 
pbete which by the inſtinct ol God, knowetb many things 
which are adone mans capacitie, and knoweth the readp, 
and moſt certapue way to ſaluation, then Balaam, who be- 


red. Diuinely there oe was ſpoken that Godly ſaping 
of Moſes, when he diſputed of the wozthines of Chyiftian- 
men. You are (quoth he) a choſen people, a Princely, or 
peerles Prieſthoode, Set how be ioyneth wpth the dig 
nitie of a kinge, the authoꝛſty of Pzieſthoode: Foz hee by 
no meanes would haue tboſe aucozitits ſtuered. c; be 
cannot wyth a good conſcience exerciſe the function of a 
pꝛieſt, who tan neither iuſtly rule himſelle, noꝝ wyſe ly go⸗ 
uerne other. Neither he that Pzincelike maynteyneth iu 
Rice and byrixbt dealing, can want that honour that to a 
pꝛieſte is pꝛoperly belonginge . Mot ſo truly, that hee 
which lineth vertuoufly can inc ontint᷑tiy ad miniſter ho ly 
rightes. Fo wee ſheuld ſo make a confuſſon of all offices, 
and all degree! 

the which thing nothing can be moze peſtilente . But yet 
ſhall every man be a piieſte', that is a follower of righte- 
ouſnes,to bſe that kinde of holy right, which is to o fer vp 
bis owne body, a liuely ſacriſice, holy, and pleaſſuge God: 
and to offer vppe due honour and renerence pzoceedinge 
krom a ſincere and pure minde, and vaderſfanding. What 
then foloweth? A holy Nation, a conquering people, that 
you mighteſheweforth and preach vertues proceedinge 
from him, which oute of darcknes hath called you into a 
marueylous light. Nowe in that bee ſayth Holy, which 
was taken out ok darckenes, and called foth into mar uep⸗ 
lous light, that is tothe knowledge of deuine and heanen» 
ly thinges it is the gikte ol tbe Holy Ghofe,wyth his po · 


wer and vertue, inwardly illumininge oute mindes, and 


, and bꝛinginge them to the chickeſte 
d that this is the peculiar token of a 
U. beauenip 


Kirringe them 
thinges ofall. 


ing blinded with deſire, ſaw not deſtruction foz him pꝛepa⸗ 
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s of authozitce ſhould be taken awey, then. 
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ofa heauenly minde, to immoztality. 


mult alſo/in few wooꝛdes intreate of the antiquity there- 
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-beauenly gifc, and concerneth the auctozity of Pꝛophecie, 
who ſeech not ? Foz the function of Pzophecie is nothing 
els, but-a declaration made dy the bolye Ghoſte of hidden 


ſecreces, the ſearchinge and finding out whereof is aboue 
the reache and Nature of man. Seing therefoze many 
thinges that farre exceeded mans ſenſes, are bzoughte to 
light by God: do wee doubte, but that there is impꝛint ed 
in our mindes a certapne excellente gift ot pꝛophecie, and 
a moſt certapne fozetellinge of many thinges to come: 
Fo2 what els is fayth wherewyth wee are all ſealed,and 
whereon wee are all grounded, but an aſſured hope of 
choſe thinges which wee truſte to obtayne, engrafte in 
our mindes by God himſelfe 2 So falleth;it oute that by 
the inſtincte and ſecrete wozkinge of God himielle, wee 
pꝛompſe oure ſelues thoſe thinges which karre exceede þ 
cogitacion ot man: which oute of doubte appertapneth to 
the office of pꝛophecying. Therefoze this name of Chzi⸗ 
ſtians, is commended buto'vs by no bale gifce,and aucto⸗ 
ritp,xfuen thereunto by Almighty God, but by moſte ex⸗ 
celleate and honourable titles, Foz ſo it is apded and al- 
ſiſted by the holpe ghoſte, that it hach ſufficiente ability to 
obtapae Pꝛincely iuriſdiction, to haue a moſte excellente 
Pꝛieſthode, and to be lifted vppe by the vertue and power 


B Ut now ith we haue already ſpokenof the beginning 
and woꝛthynes of ſo holy and ſo excellente a name: J 


of . Not to that ende truly as thoughe it greatly auapled 
toithe woꝛthines of Chyiltian kinred, how many armes 
and cogniſaunces of aur generation wee can accompce,oz 
bowe longe continuaunce of time it helde the poſſeſſion of 


gencilitie » Foz ſeinge that it fetchethhis beginntuge, 


any 
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and taketh his firlte oflpꝛinge and Dziginalt from God, it 
feareth not the enuious repozre of newe made, and late 
ſponge Nobilitie. But leaſt wee ſhoulde ſeeme to ex- 
clude not a fewe, who in this kinred were the verpe chie⸗ 
. feſte,and-whoſe excellent vertue was renowmed in manp 
places, I thought ic expediente to entreat alſo ot them. 

Fox there is no cauſe why wee ſhoulde fette the firſt oꝛigi⸗ 
nall grounde of this name from the Actes of Antioche, in 
which Cittie firlk (as it is mentioned in Luke) the name 


name then ſirſt was commonlye receyuev, pet in deede, 
klonge befoze 1 ES VS was conuerſaunte wpth vs in 
earth, ” woꝛthines and excellentie of this name was v- 
ſed amonge men. Foz Chziſttans are ſo called, epther 
becauſe they folow the docttineo2 gouernment ofChyiſt: 
Oz els this name pꝛoceeded from that heauenly motton 


of eee grew to be cammon. Foz althoughe this 


and annoyntinge: Dꝛas Jrather ſuppoſe both theſe thin⸗ 


ges auayled to the ſirſte inuention of the name, both be- 
cauſe they were wholp pꝛeſt to folow their maiſter Chziſt; 
as thoughe they were by othe bounde thereunto, and alſo 
were pertakers of the ſelfe ſame annopnting, Fo2 who 
is ſo madde that be dare out of this kinred,to thʒuſte oute 
Moſes ? ho had rather take vppon him repꝛoche and 
contumely of Chziſte, then to haue plentie of all Pꝛincely 
wealth and ſumptuouſnes* Who dare dente Iacob, 
who wyth greate deuotion wozſhipped Chziſte on a lad» 


ow of Chziſtes his puniſhmente*' Oz Abra- 
ich behelde che daye of Chute, and bytbe ſighte 


to conclude , who will ſuppoſe Dauid to be raſed oute 
of this lineall deſcente of Chʒiſtian kinred + wpth whom 
the couenaunte of Chiiſte to bee bozne of his line, which 
was ſometime made wyth oure fozefathers, after a moſt 


holy. maner and faſhion was renewed , But what ma- 
U 2 ner of 


der: Oz Iſaac, who as a Sacrifice offered vppe to God, 


thereof concepued a great and wonderful pleaſures Oz 
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ntr af man was Dauid? Such a one as in the whole ozver 
of his life declared himſelle to be a man excellently furni⸗ 
ſhed wpth all Chziſtianvertue « It were an infinite la- 
boure, if A houlde go aboute to recite them all that were 
befoze the law, and vnder the lawe. 
ſap and affirme, which by euer mans teſtimonp is couſire 
med, that there was neuer iu any age anye man commen⸗; 
ded fo ſingular godlines and vertue, but he which wyth⸗ 
— — bart embzaced Chʒiſt. Thoſe thigs 5ᷣ be ſhould da, 

the 
tolde. Moſt holy kinges haue had their harts ſet on fire, 
wyth an earneſt longing and deſtre after bim. A figure of 
bim many men furniſhed with all kinde of vertue by many 
ſignes, expꝛeſſed and ſignifyen. And even as when in a 
maner of atriumphe he was bzought into Hieruſalem,th 
an innumerable company and multitude of people, wher⸗ 
of parte which went betoze with their garments ſtrowed 
the wap, and parte that folowed after wyth a wonderfull 
clapping ot bands, ſiguifyed gratulation and harty reiop⸗ 
ſinge: pet one generalljvopce of them all was heard, ſet⸗ 
ting koꝛth ta the bete rmoſt they could his vnuanquiſhable 
vertue. So thoſe woꝛthpes of auncient time pꝛepared the 
wap vnto Chaiſte,and their poſterity followed Chziſte,th 
a molt ar dent deſtre: and by the general voyce of them all 
the pzayſes of their onely King and Loꝛd, are litten vp as 
bighe as heauen . This was thatierample which was 
pꝛopoſed to Moſes to followe. Beholde (ſapth God vnta 
bim) and do according to the example vvhich in the hill 
is ſhewed vnto thee, — not ouely to Moſes, but vato al 
them in whom ſingular godlines & deuine wyſedome ap- 
peared , who thzoughe Chziſte the one ly refuge of all hu⸗ 
maine affapzes, haue obtapned all thoſe wozthye indu⸗ 
mentes and qualities of the minde, which made them in 
fame and repozte flourithe . Who, as they were by fayth 
per- 


This one thinge 1 


opbetes ſtit red vp tberunto by the boly ſppzite foꝛe - 
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perſwaded, they hooped woulde tome: whom already in 
minde they beheld as pzeſent : and accozding to whoſe wil 
| thepkepte chemſelues within che bounds of dutie, in exer· 
| c:ſing chemſelues in all godlynes and puritie of life. And 
| Coco paſſe ouer that, that thep did not altogether lacke the 
ſigbt of bim. Foz not ſo ſeldome as ones he offered himſelt 
to be ſeene ol thoſe moſte holye men. As to Moſes both in 
manpe places, and eſpectally in that fice and flame of the 
Bulh: Asto Eſaie being placed in that Bꝛincelp and hea- 
uenly ſeate: As to many other whom torecken it is not ea» 
ſie, That here therekoze J ſhould not declare bow ma⸗ 
ny ok them behelde Chziſte couered under ſome certayne 
fozme : that truly is moſt euidente that they all examined 
all their actions in their whole life accoꝛdinge to the rule 
of Cbꝛiſtian diſcipline. But when a man conſiecrech 
with himſelle, that Moſes humbly lifted vppe bis handes 
vnto God, aud beſeeched him ta appeaſe his n zathe, and 


graunte mercie and pardon foz thoſe that were then the. 
ennemies of God, can any man doubt but that be confoz- 


med his life to the commanundemen1s of Almighty God: 

That J Hhoulde wyth ſilence paſſe over other, who moſte 
KRoucelp andyaliauncly, and wpth a yiaruveplons cõtempt 
of death wpth ſingular meekenes,and lowlines of minde, 
and with other greate vert 1es haue ſhewed themſelnes 
wozthy folowers of the rule aud diſcipline of Chziſte. Foz 
what needeth mee declare the actes of eucrye particuler 
perſonꝛ hee that ſhall looke into the life of Samuel, he that 
ſhall conſider the actes of Ezechias, hte that ſhall beholde 
Ioſias, and all the Pzopbeces: he that ſhal conſtde r all the 
reſidue of the like condition and nature,ſhall plaine ly per⸗ 
ceiue, that thep referred all chep2 actions in their whole 
life, rather to the end of the lawe that is Chailte, then vn⸗ 
to the lawe it ſelfe. Ik therefoze it liketh vs that Chat» 
ſtians ſhoulde there koze be called. becauſe they followe the 
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pꝛeleript rule and diſcipline ol Cbꝛiſte, no man can doubt 
but that they alſo who fozeſawe that Chzilte ſhoulde bee 
bozne , and repoſed all che hope of they? ſaluation in his 
doctrine, aud his gracious goodnes,mape well and truly 
bee called Chziſtians . ©? if pou had rather the name 
ſhoulde bee derived from annoyntinge, there is no cauſe 
why we ſhould doubte that this woꝛthy name was allo to 
be applyed to them. Foꝛ thus is it wꝛitcen of Abraham 
and bis childꝛen. Touche not my annoynted, and againſt 
my Prophetes deuiſe no euill. Mhom God callech an- 
noynted it is euidente enoughe that hee meaneth that att» 
noyntinge not ofthe Law, but of the holy ſpyzite,and fo2 
that cauſe they were called annopnted. But to what 
purpoſe ſhould I ſpeake any moze cf this gifte ofthe holy. 
Ghoſte : Is it not a thing manifeſt ynoughe that no man 
after that ſcourge of our firſt fathers offence was lapde on 
the neckes of all mankinde, could do anpe one action pꝛo⸗ 
ceeding from true and perlect vertae: Therefoze who- 
 foener baue perfourmed the perfecte dutte of vercue and 
bolines, they haue obtained that, not bytheirowne power, 
but by the ayde and aſſiſtaunce of God. Foz wholceuer 
euen in p memoꝛp of thoſe men, diſtruſting his owne wit, 
and helpegofnature,flyech to God, and hath piteouſſy be⸗ 
ſeeched him ok mertie. and kauour, he hath eftſones tryed 
the greatnes of his gracious cle mencie end goodnes, and 
bath feltehis minde afoze ſtriken wyth ſozrowe, and mi⸗ 
ſerablye afflicted, to bee reuiued with Gods helpe and al⸗ 
ſiſtaunce, and to be ſtirred vppe to all maner of vertue. 
Nothingethcrefoze woꝛthy tobe remembzed,nepther-in- 
thegouernaunce of the publique weale, no2 in the relligi- 
aus and denouteobſeruaunce of ſacredand holy thinges, 


no2 in martiall affapzes, bath bin bzoughc to goad effecte, 
excepte the minde of ſome righte Noble perſonage, baue 
bin ſtirred and moved thereunto, by the eſpeciall inſtiga · 
tion, aad furcherance ar the holpeſpyzite, hence p20 * 
cetdeth 
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ſpirite 


ctedeth that ſaying? Powred Joon 13 was the P 

of the Lord: Vpon Sampſon fell the ſpiriteof the Lord: 
There lighted vppon Saule the ſpirite of the Lord. Aud 
bother ſuch places inſinite, contapned in bookes of holye 
Ocripture, and foxeuer commended to poſterity. Can as 
ny man then doubte ta attribute vnto them the ozver and 
dignitie ot true Chziftians,who recepued the ſame gifce of 
the holy Ghoſt chat we our lelues did, and which ſuppoſed 
that all the meanes and pꝛocuremenses of their ſaluation 
reſted onely in Chꝛiſte? By whoſe ouely grace and fauour 
they coulde attapne that wozthy callinge which they haue 
obtained alreadye. Fo2 noother refuge is there fo2 the 
myſeries of man, no2 from any thing els can there be ſhe- 


wed fozth any hope offaluation. All they therefoze that 
rekuſinge the baſe condition of ſeruilitie and bondage,ſo 
farre pzoceeded that chey obtayned the ſpyzit of adoption, 
are of our kinred ⁊ cõſanguinitie, are to be accompted our 

fozefachers : and Abraham himſelſe is alſo our father. 
And we are rather deſcended from him, ſeinge that the ſt 
milicude of him came vuto vs, and wyth like godlye affec- 
tion reſemble his faith: then they that thinck themſelues 
to come of his race and line, and pet by that this example 
which was euidently ſeen in their owne kinred and fami⸗ 
Ip, are nat teſtrayned from thepz wickednes, and vngodly 
le. fen ſeinge that in this ſpiritual kinred all things are 
to be dꝛa wen from bovilye ſence, to the excellent nature of 
the minde, it ſkilleth not greatly of whoſe bloude pou are 
begotten, but whoſe ſteppes you follow in che ozderinge 
diſpoſing pour like. Juſtly cherefoze were þminds of them 
repzeſſed,and beatendowne by the fozerunner of Chꝛiſte, 
which were puffed vp th a vaine opinion of Mobility. Say 
not 8 he) we haue Abraham to our Father, for God is a- 
ble of theſe ſtones to raiſe vp ſonnes vnto Abraham, The 
after in vehemeut woozdes hee thzeatnech them. Now 
( ꝙ hee) the Axe is put to the roote of the tree. Ch | 
| ep 
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Thep were ſtrely ffriken wyth an axe, wyth which they 
were tutte ok ki om thepz gentle bloude . And wee againe 
are ingraffed and faſt ioyned thereunto, They therefoze 
which ſuppoled themſelucs to deſcende from a noble line, 
being bzought to a very baſe eſtate, ałe iuſtly and by good 
right taunted wyth theſe repꝛochkull woozds. A wicked, 
and adulterous generation, a generation of Vipers: and 
other ſuch woozds to like effecte, But we that were ok an 
obſcure and baſebloude, are tranſlated into the houſc of 
Abraham, and in the accompt of our aunfeſtours we ree» 
ken all thoſe kinges and Pꝛintes. Det perceiue they not 
that, ſeely wzeeches as they are, But as they call them 
ſelues Jewes being not ſo in deede, fo do theyboaſtin the: 
name of Abraham, whereas from the dignity and woꝛ- 
thines of that moſt flouriſhing kinread many hfivzed pea⸗ 
res agoe, they were thꝛowen headlonge, and now like va- 
cient perſons and outlawes, wander vppe and downe bes 
inge excluded out of all places, and berceued of all other 
externall tommodities. Mee (J ſaye)wee are the true 
Je wes, ſo that wee maintaine the wozthynes of our aun⸗ 
cient ſtocke, wyth iuſte aud vpright dealinge, and wyth an 
hone it and godly conuerſation. Fo} althoughe wee cir« 
cumciſe not the fleſhe, the circumciſion of the minde wee 
willingly embzace. And altbougbe wee keepe not oure 
Neover, making ſolempne ſacrifice with the bloudofa. 
ambe, yet wee woꝛſhippe Chziſte offered vppe fo2 oure 
ſelues,and being marked wyth his bloud, wee have an aſe 
ſured confidence, that'thereby all peſtilente is cleane put 
away. And although wee abſtaine not from Lenen,yee 
wee are akrayde ofthe infection of the olde linne and wtic- 
kednes. And what pts — wozdes? All theſe Ce- 
remonies of our elders in old time appopnted with all re- 
nerence we thincke ought to berecepned. Pet all things 
as the trut dignity and wozthines requpzeth, wee ſuppoſe 


oughte to bee dzawenfrom'a bodily and cozpozall ſence, 
which 
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which nowe, the time lo requiringe is vtterly buried, and 
to be applied to a ſpirituall vertuc,and efficacie,inwardly 


wozkinge - And that Iuda, we haue the chiefeſt of our 
name and kinred,of whom this is miſtically wzitten. Iuda 


thy brethren ſhall prayſe thee, thy hande ſhall lie on the 1 
neckes of thy enemies, thy fathers ſonnes ſhall! 8 2 

thee, The which p2ophecie that it apperteyneth to Chriſte K 
no man in bis right wittes will deny. Whether therefoze «| 
are they which folowe the bare ſwadowe of the olde lawe, oh 


and refuſe ſaluation by the /ouinge kindnes of God oꝛdai⸗ 
ned, and bythe lawe declared,to be called Iewes? Oꝛ they 4} 
rather that with all Godly reuerence obſerue the ſecrete 10 
wiledome of the Jawe hidden vnder the letter ? Further '% 
whether is it meeter to affirme thoſe the offpzinge of A- 3% 
braham, that haue degenerated from his vertue, and haue 1 
ſhewed themſelues ſtiffenecked, and rebellious towarde 1 
God, 02 thoſe rather which baue loued to mapntapne the 7 
glozy of Abraham, and with a moſt ready good will haue 
embyaced true religion? As therefoze thoſe excellent men 
were renoumed and made noble, by the purenes and ſin⸗ 
ct ritye ofa Chʒiſtian lite, ſo alſo we that trace their footes 
ſteppes doe obtaine the pzafſFand name of a Iewe. There⸗ 
now no oddes in kinred, no diſtinction of ſacrifices,no 

dillyke condition of life,is lefte. Fozaſmutch es all thin- 
ges, wbich afoze time were at deadly debate and variance. 

now linked togetber with the faſt bonde of neceſſarye 
nite,by the mighty reconciler,and intreater fo2 peace, 
who hath not onely reconciled thynges dinine &humapne,. 
but hath alſo bzought to perpetuall agreemente,and con⸗ 

cozde the moſt diuerſe intentes and purpoſes of men, any. 

bath ofa condicion of life iarringe arid kepinge no concozd, | 
made a pleaſant concent and harmonpe farre beponde the 
expectation and credit of men. Ik therefoze Abraham 
be ok our bloude and conſanguinſtye,who ſhoulde let vs to 
ſuppoſe them to be contapned _ » ſame wozthy houſe . 
| 1. and 


vn. 
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and lamiip who lined a great while befoze him, and were 
pertakers ol þ ſamefaith e the ſame religis, But why da 
ſap befoꝛe him: ben as rather from the beginninge of þ 
wozld we map bzing down þ line of this woꝛthy petegre᷑. 
To what purpoſe ſhould J here recice thoſe holy men by 
nature appoyncted to all extellency, and peheminence ? 

Dk which ſozte Abell was, whole blouve after he was 
murthered and llapne, made ſuch a loude cry, that it pear» 
ced Heauen, and came to the eares of Almighty God. 

Alſo what maner of man was he which of God was takẽ 
vp into Peauen, and no moze appeared in earth: Mbat 
maner of men were a numbzeof other, whom (as Moyſes 
witneſſech) God himſelf aduanced ta nobility: Therefoze 
what is moze auncient, what of longer continuance then 
the nablenes of this Chuſktiankinred + Mhiche tuen krõ 
that time wherein the beautifull and goodly pzopoztionof 
the wozlde was firſte framed,hath bene had in highe eſis 
mation: which beinge continued wich a ſinguler truffe e 
faith in God, with nocab'e vertue, with meruaplous ſanc- 
timonp, and holines of life remained in the ſtate euen vntil 
the cominge of Chriſte : &now by the gratious godnes of 
Chriſte is plentifully ſozed with al thoſe godly qualities, 
all which afoze,with a conſtante minde and hope, truſted 
thzough Chriſte it mougbt obtaine. Fo what can want 


thereunto, to the ſettinge fozth the true pꝛaiſe and glozye 
thereof : Foz if honour thzough vertue be attainted, thẽ 
truelpe in this Chziſtian kinred great honour by vertue 


appea- 


p2ocured,and t he cleare light of perfecte renomne 
reth. At fo che glozy & fame of moſt excellẽt men þ ſtocke 
is to be comm@fded, innumerable is the multitude of them 
which by their continnall exerciſe in vertue and godlines 
bane kepte poſſeſſion of this nobility If bigh aduaunte⸗ 
ment by antiquity be pꝛocured, there is nathinge amonge 
menok moze antiquitie, then this kinde of nobilify, 


But be- 
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becauſe it will not ſuffice that we diſpute or vert! 
in generall, excepte wee touche alſo ſome pert 


Ut 


| 
l 
: 
i 


ty of —— vertue, e declared the antiquity of 
an novilicye, nowe to diſtoutſe of euerpe ſpetiall membze 
thereof · Mot truelp ot them all, koꝭ that were an 
labour : But ol them onely which eſpecially ſeeme 2 — 
open an enterance to woꝛſhippeand renoume, ę make the 
waie plaine and readye to perfecte nobilitye. That ik 
nobility be a kinred furniſhed with excellent bertyes, and 


we haue generally ſpoken ot the — 


they be called the moſt excellent vertaes with 1 b they 
4 — — and com ⸗ 


modity, but are carefull fox the common eſtate, of e 
ſoꝛte are Juſtice, liberality, and ſtoutnes of tomach 
ly by this meanes onely euidente lctprhat he ehleſel nos 
bilicy is only in Chꝛiſtians: becauſe they onip are fraight 
with chole vertues,wherebptheir kiuredand fa 1 
purchaſe true renoume and famous memoꝛpe Us 
Ichauld beginne with — — ie 
feſt of all: they onely can — — yhth 6 are let· 
ted with no gredy deſire, who haue not their minde s vif< 
tur bed with anpe motion of anger, whoe are not to bee 
moued with any mans hatred, oz malicious dealinge, bꝛe- 
dinge offence, who to conclude ſeeke not to bee pleaſers of 
the peoples pbantaſie, but haut their mindes ſuppoꝛted 
g ſlaped by an aſſured per ſua li in their conſcience of thetr 
honeſt and vertuous converſation. Foz as longe as the 
minde is diſturbed with math, cõcupiſtence, oꝛ any other 
tuell affection,itcannoteafely be ſtated from deſi 
ther mens gods, og offeringe to other foxceany 104 
o2 by any other meanes; to ble wzongefull and infur( 
vealiage - And be allo whichreſpecteth the bzutes and 
repoꝛts ofthe people, and fox that cauſe vſeth iull and vp» 
right dealinge. is not in deede therefoze a iuſt and vpꝛight 
liuer, but hunteth after pꝛaiſe, rr commendation by a 
> 2. mMeten-- 


bach thereof : wee ſhall not due muteh amille after that. 
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ded. ſhewe, and vaine oſtentation of Juſtice . Foz 
7 to get bhimfelfe a name by honeſt and ſincere be 
hautour, lo longe as be ſhall baue witneſſes of his vſage 
and conuerſacion,he wili kepe himſelfe within the boũdes 
of duty: but when the feare of infamous obloquie ſhall 
ceaſe,he will make no ſtaie at the violatinge all maner of 
lawes foz bis owne pꝛofit and commodities ſake. Where 
foꝛe as they whoſe mindes are fixed on the earth, and are 


tolſſed with ſundzye troubleſome motions of the minde, 


which are doted in loue with wozldly pelke, and in them 
thincke all thinges to be repoſed, can by no meanes ab⸗ 
ſteine ktm iniury: ſo they whoſe mindes cannot be van- 


guiſhed with deſire, and are free from the coꝛruption of e⸗ 


uellaffection,who deſpiſe all woꝛldly and tranſitoꝛy plea⸗ 
ſures,and loke vpward co beaut᷑ly tbinges, will in no wiſe 
abuſe their neighbour,thzough any kind of injurious dea⸗ 
linge. Foz I ſpeake not of them that haue no poyncte of 
Chꝛiſtianity in them but the bare name, beinge in dee de 
kardeſt of from all conſcience and honeſty: but of choſe 
onelp that are true Chyiſtians æ frame their maners ac- 
toꝛdinge to the pyeſcripte rule of Chriſte, Foxhow ſhall 
a man chinke him to doe injury, who neither will followe 
his owne deſire, no2 burne in raginge luſte, no} peelde to 


. anp other affection of the minde ? Can any man thinke 


that he may by bzibes be incited to do that is w2onge 2? 
No ſarely : he deſpiſeth, and as thinges of naught eftee- 
meth all wealth of the wozlde. (What ? Shall he ſtande 
in awe of ſharpe and cruell puniſhment » No truelpe. 
Foz in vaine maye a man ble towardes him menacinge 


| e eſteemeth as mutch of the ſhame by vn⸗ 


iuſt 4 7 1 nge pꝛocured, as ok the puniſhmeutes þ maye 
de laid vpyon bim. Yea (but you wyll ſaye) be wpll 
doe wꝛonge by the meanes of hatred fo2 iome offence cds 
ceyted . No verelp. No hatred can bee gteater then 
that whpch hee wpll allwapes keepe agapnſte ſinne 
and nen K. concepued. Mepther will 


be 
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bee agaynſte anye chynge- concepue ſuche offence , 
that hee will thereby purchaſe the offence and diſplea- 
ſure of bis Lozde and father in Heauen And in 
one wooꝛd to conclude, what iniurie cann that man finde 
in his harte to doe who in all bis lyfe endeuoureth to ſeeke 
the goodwill ok all men. Tho thinketh it an heinous 
—_ to mayntapne hatred ,and a wicked and abomina- 
ble faulte to teuenge iniurye. {Who that commeth moſte 
nearetothe bouncefull goodnes of God)is moſt of þ mind 
that bee.ſuppoſeth wee moſt doe good to our enempes 
Fo? it is a quality moſt pꝛoperlye incident to God to ſhew 
mercie vnto them that are moſt vnwoꝛthy, to let bis light 
ſhine vppon wicked and ſinfull perſonnes: vnto the vileſk 
ſinners of al other to geue aboundance of woꝛdly commo⸗ 
ditye s. ho doth not aſſigne to any man the paine due to 
wicked perſonnes, as ſoone as bee hath committed anye 


hapnous offence,neither doth hefling him down headlong 


to the place ofeuerlaſtinge miſery: but geueth ſpace to re⸗ 
pent, and of his wonderful clemency calleth him hoe to 
amendment ,that at the lengthe after his returne home a- 
gapne hee map take mercie vppon him. Aad ſo deſirous 
are they which follow the rule and diſciplyne of Chaift by 
immitation to expꝛeſſe the gracious goodnes and mercie 


bk God, that in the ſame they repoſe the wi ne ſomme of . 
religion. Therfozenepther pꝛouoked wyth taunts they 
are any thinge moued: neither vexed with llanderous re- 
poꝛts they are kindled with angre, noꝛ pzouoked with in- 

luries they goe abaut to be reukgen Nayrather,which 
is a greate gift of God, they ſuppoſe that tryall to be lapy 


| bppon theym. that they by a heape and multitude of good 
turnes, ſhoulde curne the edge ot thepr enempes malice, 
and that tbey ſhould deſice the ſaſity and good eſtate ofthẽ 
| of whom very wickedly they are opzefſed with wꝛonge. 
Do pou thinke then that they can be pꝛouoked by any me 
anes to doe wzonge, who neyther can bee ouercom medi 
dy 


j 


; 


The ſecond Booke 


delire, noz daunted with leare, noz ſlirred vp towardes a⸗ 
ny man with immoderate hate & malice? who eut᷑ to their 
ene mpe s ſbe we all dutye, and cut teſie? whoe to conclude 
thinke thẽſelues then to baue made the greateſt gayn wht 
the haue generally pzocured every mannes commonditye? 
fo2 what ſhoulde J heere ſpeake of liberalitye? ſeeynge 
that is moſt euident, tbat al h leſſons to confozme oure life 
by, whiche of the chiefeſte and moſte excellente vocto2 wes 
re geuen vnto vs, do appertayne to the ſettinge foozth of 
mercie, and bountefull dealinge. Foz he doth not with 
moze earneſt endeuoure inſtrutte vs to exerciſe the office 
and duety of any bertue whatſoever ,nozmoze often bea- 
teth into our heades ,no2 with moze earuetand vehemẽt 
ſpeaches beateth done anye vice, then the foule vice of a- 
uarice and cruelty. So that when hee pzopoleth befoze 
our eyes the ſeueritpe of the laſt generall iudgement, and 
declareth who are to be choſTandcalledinto heauen: who 
agapne to be thzuſt doune into the place appoynted fo2 the 
wicked, and into viter darcknes:hee rekoneth vppe no 
other duetyer ,but choſe that pꝛoceede out of curteſie, and 
liberalitpe. Nepther powzeth he out thzeates, namelp 
agaynſt any, bat cruel and vncurteous men: You did not 
(ſapth he) harboure me when I was a ſtraunger, you did 
not cloth me, when I was naked, you did not viſite mee 
when lwas weake,and al the reſidew of lyke ſoꝛt.Uhich 
truely wee muſt not thinke ſo to be taken that ues gs. — 
ther vertues there is no acceſſe to gloꝛy and renotimne:oz 
that other offices are not tobe puaiſhed with molt ſharp 
Ebitter- puniſhement. hat is the cauſe then why he doth 
not recon vp other oſfentes . C hither foʒ that cauſe , that 
as there is no vertue whiche mooze reſembleth the good 
nes of God, then curteſie and liberality:\o nothing moze 
deteſtable, moze odious, moze repugnant to the pleaſure 
and wil of God, then the vice of auarice # cuttethꝛote cru- 
eltge . Therefoze when he had declared the ozver 4 
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Of Chriſtian Nobility 84. 1 


late iudgemtt, no nede had he to recite all kynds ofdutpes 


but thoſe he woulde onely contayne in his treatiſe whiche 43 

are ſimply the beſt in al our Iyfe eſpecially to be pꝛactiſed. iN 

Foz nothinge can be donne in earth that is moze accepta- 4 

ble to God th# to belpe them that be inmilery,togene ſuc- in 

| couretothem that be aflicted to ſhewe mercie to them p , 
x be perplexed and dilmaped, with good turnes to heaſpe a bo 
greate numbꝛe, to deſerue wel of al men in general, there 4 

is no mote pꝛeſent remedy to ture all the maladpes ok the 4 

mpnd, there is no moze expedite and ready way to heaut᷑. als 
Althey cherfoze that are not only in name Chzidtans, but 4 


in life and conuerſation conloꝛme themſelues tothe rule "4 
and diſcipline of Chzift, exerciſe eſpeciclly this one vertue 20 
and ſuppoſe that they oughts with continuall earneſtres [3 
|. ofveſiretoimbzace the ſame, and in the lame they thinke 
repoſeda great ſfrength ,aud pilloure of their ſaluation. 
Then thinke they themſelues to followe his rule and ex- 
ample, whiche made vspartakers of heauenly and euer- 
llaſting ritehes: whẽ they beſtow al their whole ſubſtance =_ 
vpyponthe generall pꝛoſit and commoditye oł all men. 1 
Now conſider how greate the excellencie is, howe greate Y 
the honour and eſtimacion of Chaiſtian liberalicy ? the cõ- 4 
mon ſozte of men thinke that they haue gotten ſnfficience 7 
pꝛapſe foz their bountie and francke dealing pf they gra⸗ i 
tifie other men in that, wherwith they abounde out of me» ö 
5 

. 


aſute. And the moſt part ot men doe into ſo narrowe a , 
compaſſe and into ſuch trayghtnes dzawe the office and 
dutpe of liberalitye ', that they ſuppoſe they owe no ⸗ 
thyng to anpe bodye /but buto thepmſelues and vnto 


theym that by conſangupnytye and aliance are lincked 
vntotheim:. And ifthey beſtowe good turnes vp» 


8 


though the polleſſions able manfully to requite theym, 

moe abounditly then they baue at their handes receired. 

But they þ baue wholy geu# vpthilelues to rule # _ 
| plpne. 


pon other, they beſtow them vppon ſuche that are lyke, # 4 
+ 
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The ſecond Booke 
plyn of Chzyſt,vo not onely in aboundante of wealth, but 
allo in a duerſitye and when they liue porelye pet foʒme al 
dutys to curtelie ꝶ liberality appertapning. Further they 
thinke no man an alian whom they can by anye meanes 
bealpe. Laſtly of al they are not ſo much diſpoſed to dea⸗ 
le franckly with them that are able co make them ſuffici- 
ent amendes,as wpth the who fo their great neceſſitye, 
and want are not of abilicye to make requital of a beneſi- 
tereceiued. Mepther are they of that nature and diſpo. 
ſition that they wil onely lay out their money and le aue o⸗ 
ther goodactes vndone, as geuiug good coũſell, and good 
examp'e of vertue and applying to al good thinges their 
induſtrye and dilligente. But whatſoeuer with their 
witte, labour, ſtudpe and payne can poſſibly be actapned, 
they will take in hand, ſo that they map do good to other 
men therby -neyther by vbenturinge their lyues will they 
at anye tyme ſticke to ſaue other men harmeleſſe and free 
frome daunger, eſpeciallye them that pꝛokeſſe the name of 
Chziſt. Foz ſo great agreement is there amonge them 
in the pꝛokeſſion of true religiõ, that are inſtructed with ỹ 
lawes of God: ſuche a fryendip league in all honeſt # ver⸗ 
tuous accions, and foconclude ſuch a perfect and firme 
knott ofloue and frendſhippe,thatnone of thZ moze eſtee⸗ 
meth of his owne eſtate then of the eſtate g condicion of 
other men, It is not ther foꝛe to be maruayled that the 
number ot thẽ was ſo great which to relieue other. mens 
ne ceſſitye and want, baue ſpente all that their father s ha 
ue left theym :leeynge that manpe to do good bnto other 
men haue moſt mankully and conragiouſip loſt their liues. 
And what neede Jin ſuche a numbꝛe rekon a fewe : fe in 
the firſte beginninge of 1hechurche theeſe duetyes ol loue 
and charicye were generally embꝛaced, and now they are 
notofallmenfo:faken, Fo? there are not a fewe which 
doe not onelye diſpyſeall ryches, and wozdlpe ſubſtance 


Aut alſo pł the caſe ſo required woulde be contented — 
other 
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Of Chriſtian Nobilitie. 85, | 


other mennes ſakes to looſetheir lines, Foz the cleare 1 
ligbte of Chꝛiſtian vertue and honcſtie hath alwapes ap⸗ .Y 
peared, Sometimes it hath bin moze generall, and led vl 
verye manpe into the righte waye. es it hath 4 
conducted but a kewe, pet alwapes bath bin well accomp- q 


ted of, and ſhall as longe as the wozlde continueth , kee pe 
pis wonted honour and eſtimacion . Foz it did not p20- 9 
ceede of menne : but God himſelfe did there withall cſta- * 
bliſhe mannes mutable eſtate, and bzittle condition. 
There foze there will neuer wante ſome which will not | 
mote eſteeme ok they owne pꝛiuate commodities, then of - 
the ſafetie and pꝛeſeruation ot all men. In ſo much that bj 
they will beſtowe wyth a righte good will chep2 liues, ſo 
that thereby all men generallye maye reape ſome fruite, 
and commoditie . And this one thinge as each thinge 
els , deſerued greate admiration: That men beinge by 
Mature lincked in loue, pet it hath ſo fallen oute, that they "| 
beinge intangled wyth vices and trouvleſome affections , 
ef the minde , berye ſeeldomlye haue applyed themſelues 
to the maintenaunce ok perfect frendſhippe. And there- 
foze ſo manpe hundꝛed peares ſcarcelye two 02 thꝛee cou- 
ples of frendes haue bin founde, that haue continued in a 
firme and fable league of frentſhippe. Df whom alſa i 
wee baue notice rather by the fapned Fables of Poetes, 1 
and by a generall opinion concepued ot our elders, then a | 
certayne pꝛoofe, by teſftimony of ſufficiente credite. 
But after that the mindes of men were able to beholde 
the exceedinge b2ightnes of his Deauenlye doctrine , ſo is 
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grrate conſente of loue was incontinently amonge men, {i} 
ſo firmely were they vnited in prrfecte frendſhippe, that 1 
no manne would holde any thingein ſeuerall, as bis owne 1 
pꝛoper goods: but eche man beſtowen all his woꝛldly ſub⸗ . 


ſtaunte to the vſe and commoditie of all menne in gene⸗ 


rall. But whpe do J ſape woꝛldly ſubſtaunce, ſeinge it 
D is mas 


The ſecond Booke 


is manifeſt that the goodwillt s of all men were ſo lincke d 
together, that no man thought good of any — 
men did allowethereof, no man deſiered anye thinge, but 
that , that was erpediente and behoouekull fo; the ſaftye 
and good eſtate ofall menne. Luke ſapyth: One vvas the 
harte and minde, of thenomber ofthem that beleeued in 
GO D. Neyther did anye of them accompte that which 
hee poſſeſſed to be his owne: but they had all thinges cõ⸗ 
mon . Pere pou ſee that wooztby and excellente kinde of 
frendſhippe, that thꝛoughe the opinion of Uercue is pꝛo⸗ 
cured :(a bare paterne whereof reſembled as it were in 
a ſhadowe in Poets Tales, ſtrake into menne a greate ad- 
miration: vnto the which ſcarcely two oz thꝛee couples of 
men baue attayned ) not embzaced onelye of a fewe, but 
wonderfullye mapntapned of all che whole multitude of 

Chꝛiſtian people. Foz ſo firmely were they in mindes 
vnited and ioyned, that they did not onelye line after one 
manner,and vnder one lawe, but all generallye were of 
one minde and one will, and deſire. To conclude onelye 
in Chziſtians the perfection ok true frendſhippe appeared, 
the cleare lighte of vnfapned loue ſhined. Foz tuen as 
wee note in manye a certayne endeuour to be vertuous, 
but wee ſee in no man the perfection of Uercue, thathath 
not a caſte oſChziſtian relligion: ſo although many haue 
had the outwarde ſhew and appearaunce of frendſhippe, 
vet the linelye and naturall ſhape of true frendeſhippe 
onelye in Chziſtians hath beene to bee founde. Foz ſe⸗ 
inge that frendeſhippe ſpꝛingeth oute of Uertue, it mulk 


_ of necellicy folowe, that perfece frendſhippe ſhoulde re- 


mapne onely in them, in whom perfecte Uertue is repo- 
ſed and putte. But let it in this Booke ſuffice of Julkice, 


liberalitie, and frendſhippe the founcayne of liberalitye in 


fewe woo2des to haue intreated. The reſidewe of mp 
diſcourſe , in which I muſt diſpute moze at large of Chzts 


In ſtian 


——ͤ — not finde in 
hartes to yelde vnto Chziſttan men the comn tion 
ok chat Uertue,J will remitte, and put ouer to 
the pꝛoteſſe followinge. 
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THE THIR 
of Chriſtian 


e motte excellente and wozthy pꝛo · 
Iverties belonginge to a Chziſtian 
name, tbat is iuſtice, and liberalitpe, 


> ity En 2 aloe. not wyth ſuch eloquence, 
8 — and in that kinde ol lofty ſtyle, as the 

—— waitin ot the argumente did re⸗ 

quire, but as the flendernes of my ſkill would permit mee 

in that diſpute to follow. It remapnechtherekoze (Lewis 

moſte puiſſaunte Pꝛince) that wee in moze ample manner 

ſpeake of foxticude, and the vnconquerable courage of the 

minde, the wozthines of which vertue is ſuch, that by no 

flouriſh of eloquence it may be ſufficlenrly deſcribed. Foz 

they that haue not bin dilmaide at the cerrour of death, 

they which haue wpth moſt valiaunte courage ſuffred bo- 

dely toꝛmentes, thep that would fo2 no maner'of griefe be 

dilkurbed in minde, and do anye thinge to ſtapne they} hos 

nour and eſtimation, haue bin alwapes had in great admi- 

ration. Foz whereas we all in generall thincke life to be 

; ſweete, and do follow the intiſementes of Nature, whoe 

ſo deſpiſeth death, ouercommeth vndoubtedlye - Na- 

ture itſeife. And trulp how much admiration,and woz⸗ 

EH thy renowne hath in all Nations bin attributed to this 

contempte of death: Hereby we maye haue an evidence 

token, that no vertue is in the bookes and monuments of 

learned men ſo muche commended, no bertue wyth like 

pꝛapſe extolled. The iuſt and cemperatemenareafter a 

meane ſoꝛʒte commended,but ſtoute and valiaunte men are 

placed amonge the ſtarres themſelnes. Socrates which 


was in his time the onely mirrour and example of _ 
nencie =. 
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Of Chriſtian Nobilitie. 87. 
nencie and lobzietie, purchaſed by no kinde of vertue ſo 
wozthy kame, as by that his conſtancie which hee vſed in 
retapning his fozmer dignity, when by the ſeuere ſenten⸗ 
tes ok the Judges he was condemned to die. They them 
ſelues which abydinge a very harde Foztune are thzowen 
do bone, being ſpoyled and bereaued of all their ſubſtance, 
and voyd ol ſolace,if in extreme deſperation they do them⸗ 
ſelues to death, although in that kinde of death, there is a 
certapne ſuſpici of daſtardly cowardiſe ( becauſe they has 
ſten their dyinge day not ſo muche fozthewinge their con⸗ 
ſtancie, as fo2 auoydinge of myſerie) pet they themſelues 
which ſo of their owne valuntary diſpoſition depart from 
Ivfe, are oftentimes wonderfully commended . Foz ſo 
muche: is the vertue of the minde accompted of, that the 
councerfaite ſhewe therof ſtirreth vp admiration. MNhich 
if it ſo be, who can wyth woꝛds expꝛeſſe the ſtoutenes and 
valiauntnes of Chziſtian vertue? Foz if the wittes of 
them that haue moſt pzofeſſed eloquence, whT they would 
wyth trim ſpeaches,and rhe toʒicall woozdes, deſcribe the 
pꝛayſes of any humapne vertue, are ſometimes ouerwhel- 
med wyth the waygbt ok the matter, ro what kinde ofe- 
loquence can be ſo wonderfull, oz ſo excellente, whereby a 
man map be able with filed phꝛaſe and piked ſpeach,to ſec 
fozth the wozthines of ſo greate a vertue : But Jalbeit 
by reaſon of any witte ozexerciſe am able litle to do, ſeing 
that I baue taken in hande ſo great a matter, leaſt grea⸗ 
ter ſhoulde be my blame in geeuinge ouer the ſame, then 
my boldnes in takinge it in bande, as farre fozthe as my 
pooze ability will ſerue, I will endeuour at large to dil⸗ 
courſe the excellencie of this ſo noble a vertue. 1 


A Ndfirft wee ought to conſider what great dinerſitie 


there is becweene the fozticude nowe ſpecifyed, and 
mannes 
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mannes valiauntues and magrnanimitie. 

Firſt of all if you reſpecte the ende, they that fo} Chyis 
ſtes ſake venture theyz liues , obtapne the true ende of 
vertue 2 but they that pꝛopoſe vnto themlelues ritches 
o2 fame, and glozye , dependinge on the voyce and con- 
ſente of the vnlettered multitude , and reſpecte not the 
true ſoueraygie good, thep are rather to bee accompted 


menne pufte vppe wyth a vayne deſire and ambition, 


then valiaunte and couragious men. Further ma- 
- nye offerre themſelues to daunger not wytb iudgemente, 
and pꝛudente aduiſe, but beinge pꝛicked fozwarde wytha 
certepne rage and furpe of minde,concepued eyt her ofha- 
fred, enute, 02 ſome other earneſte and whore affection . 
But Chziſtians whereas. onelye wickevnes they deads 
Ive hate, towarde the men themſelues they beare a minde 
vopde and free from all manner enuie, rancoure, and o- 
ther leude and wicked affection . Finallye they neuer 
take vppon the manye daungerous attempte, but beinge 
moued thereunto-either with a berye earneſte hope, oz 
with a deſperate feare of they? pꝛeſent eſtate. Fo2 none 
of chem except be had ſome certapne hope to eſcape dauns 
ger, 02 gaine ſome pꝛiuate commoditie, oz els were paſte. 
all hope ofeſcapinge, woulde thincke it good to come into 
daunger: but oure men in many places haue beene ledde 
to thepꝛ tempoꝛall bane, and death of the bodpe, bauinge 
free election if they woulde, to liue in pleaſure: ſo that 
on one ſyde no hope of life was offered , on the other ſide, 
ik they woulde fozſake. their opinion, they had pꝛopoſed 
vnto them manpe thinges whereby they moughte line a 
pleaſaunte lite: yet notwithſtanding they marchinge foz+ 
warde toa tertapne and aſſured puniſhmente ofmoſt cru⸗ 
ell death, refuſed all pleaſaunte intiſementes ok life, and 
neyther with thzeates, noꝛ fapꝛe pꝛomiſes cculde they be 
dziuen from their pꝛofeſſion of faith, and Chꝛiſtian pie- 
tie 
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tie. And againe of what fozceis that, thatof ſo manye 
as are contapned in the memozie of manne , verye fewe 
haue beene founde which by learninge, exerciſe, and con⸗ 
tinuall tudp to do well, haue come to that perfection,that 
they with a willinge minde coulde ſuffer death : vppon a 
ſodaine there beganne to growe an innumerable multi- 
tude not onelye of men and women, but allo of childzen, 
and almoſt infantes, which haue faz the fapth of Chzilte 
ſuffered ſtripes, death vppon Croſſes and Gibbets, bur- 
ninge fires,and to conclude moſte cruell kindes of death, 
with inuincible mindes and willinge hartes. When 
all che rulers of the wozlde, and Lozdes of the earth 
bent their maine fo2ce as it were, and ventured lyfe and 
limme to the intente all relligion and feare of God ſhould 
bee vtterlye rooted oute of the hartes of menne, when the 
Deuils themſelues, authours of all miſchiefe and wicked⸗ 
nes, ſtirred them to cruell cyzannie, whom they had with 


moſte vncleane , and filthye ſuperſtition as it were, ledde 


captiue vnder their auctozitie, when moſte ſtraunge and 
terrible coxtures were deuiſed tothe vtter ouerth2zowe of 
Chaiſtian diſcipline, when violence and hozrible crueltye 
was pꝛactiſed in all cozners of the wozlde , where the 
faith of Chziſte was euer hearde of, any all theſe thin · 


ges were inuented to the ſubuerſion and ouerthꝛowe of 
Chaiſtian Pietie : MNotwythſfand 
vercue of true Nobilitie, and Chziſtian magnanimitpe, 
that it did not onely with conſtante , perpetuall, and in- 
uincible defence of Chziſtianity couragſouſly wythſtande 
the aſſaulte of the ennemyes : but alſo moſte willing⸗ 
Iye and cheecefullye offered themſelues in Chziſtes quar⸗ 
rell co the ſwoꝛde, to fire,anv-faggotte . They were 
leadde awape to execution, and cruell toztures: whippes, 


gallowſes, gibbettes, and tozmentes never afoze hearde 


ok, were prepared fo2 them. 
ä Nepther 


e ſuche was the 
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Nepther coulde thoſe butcherly bloudluckers, growen 
thꝛougb villanie into outragious fury,ſatiſfie they? cruel- 
tie, if ſtraigbt waye they ſhould haue bereaned of their lis 
ues thoſe innocent Lambes, therefoze wyth pzolonginge 
theyz cruell puniſhmente they wente aboute to rep2cile 
that kinde of contumacie, ſpꝛinging not out of pꝛeſumptu⸗ 
ous pꝛyde, but oute ok rare and excellent vertue. Neyther 
were thoſe hozrible cruelties pzaciſed fo2 the loue they 
boare to thep2 owne relligion, but onely fo2 the enuye and 
mallice they boare to thep2 excellente vertue , thzoughe 
which they ſaw? all theyz thundzing thzeates to be ſcoY+ 
ned at, and vtterly deſpyſed. Yet theyz Chaiſtian ſtoutnes 
could neytber be vanquiſhed, no? daunted, and diſmayde, 
nother wyth thzeates, noz wyth toztures, noz with anpe 
neuer ſo exquiſite puniſhmentes. And when the Toz- 
tours,yea the toꝛmentes themſelues alſo beganne to lake 

their fo2ce , pet thoſe wozthye wightes remapred ſtill in 
the ſame conſtancie and ſtoutenes of courage. But when 
againe, after alitle ſpace , theſe butchers returned wpth 
all cruel meanes to teare in ſonder the bodyes of Saints, 
_ thoſe rigbte holye men came wyth a minde after a won- 
derfull maner conſirmed , and newly imboldened to the 
ſame puniſhmentes. Nepther was there in the meane 
time any one woꝛd vtteredof them, but that which did ex · 
ceedinglye ſet fozthithe laudes and pꝛapſes of our Saui⸗ 
our Chꝛiſte. Therefoze what mozeexcellente and woz - 
thy matter then this maye be in woozdes contapned, oꝛ in 
minde conceyued? It ſeemeth to euery man a iuſte mat⸗ 
ter, and occaſion of honour and glozpe, to be paciente 
in the middeſte of tozmente and perſecution : but theſe 
men did not onelpe ſuffer death pacientlye, but willing⸗ 
ly and wyth a glad and joyfull barte did beare the croſſe 
of all kinde ok trouble and affliction, Foꝛ the aſſured hope 
ok triumphe in Peauen, both diminiſhed and abated - 
bodilp 
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bodilp paine, and filled che minde which greate ioye and 
gladnes . A rare example of valiaunt courage is with 
pꝛaiſes euen to the ſky extolled + But in this race and 
kinred of Chziſtian people neyther the conſideration of 
age, noz the imbecillity of Sexe, no; of bloude, oz des 
gree,coulde bee anpe lette oz impedimente to this woz+ 
thye glozye and renoumne Foz to what ende 
ſhonlde J make mention of thoſe whyche were the beſt 
and chiefeſt in any kinred: whereas childzen,and virgines 
innumerable haue refuſed foz Chriſtes ſake no puniſh 
mentes of cruelty whatſoeuer . Powe many bondemen 
that they might pzeſerue andmaincainethe free liberty of 
the miade, haue ſet at naught the bitter paines of moſte 
ſharp puniſhmentes 3 Howe many ſouldiars(which kinds 
of people moſt commonly abhozreth altogether the ſtudye 
of vertue, and ſanctimony ) haue moze eſteemed of death 


referred to Chriſte his laude and pꝛaiſe, then all maner 


_ ofgarlandes x triumphes.? What ſhould J recount the 
Mauricians, Sebaſtians, Catherines, Agathes, & the Gor- 
dians ; whereas it doth ſufficiently appeare that the mul- 
titude ot them bath bene innumerable and all moſt tafinic, 
that haue attapned the pzaiſe of þ excellente vertue : the 
externall ſhewe and image whereof men indued with ex- 
cellent wies, baue after longe exerciſe ſcartely obtayned. 
All which may be to vs a ſufficient argumente and token, 
that this kinde ok foztitude and conſidente courage farre 
differeth from that, which is in the rules and monumen⸗ 
tes of ethnike Philoſophers contained: which was pow⸗ 
red into the mindes of Chꝛiſtians, not by ſecular learning. 
but by be gracious gifte and goodnes of God: beinge the 
woꝛthieſt of Chziſfian name and nobilitye, and the moſte 
tertaine and aſſured teſftimonpof Chriſtes moſt pure, and 
holy religion. Not withſtandinge ſome there are who pꝛe⸗ 
ferre befoze our men in vertue, and valiant courage J ſay 
not ſuch as Cato, and Brutus were, whome ſome honoure 
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ER as Gods immoztall , but Cleombrotus, who in his rage 
caſt himſelfe downe hedlonge from a high tower, oꝛ Empe 
docles who furriouſly raginge with þ like madnesthzewe 
bimfelfe into the flaminge fire of Etna, oz ſome other to- 
lhe and deſperate perſon . Therefoze our men to wit, 
Cornelius, Cipriane, Laurence, Steuen, ę Paule himſelf _ 
beinge moſt holy men, and extellinge in all vertue, are by 
no meanes rekoned of them in the numbze of ſtoute and 
vallaunt men. Further a certaine malepert, ſaucpe, and 
wicked writer in bokes in which he hath contapned the 
bitozp of his owne Citty, and many queſtions pertaininge 
to the ſtate of a commonwealth,in che Hetruſcan tongue 
thought not good to diſſemble what his opinion was tou- 
chinge the religion of our ſacred and holy pꝛokeſſion. 

Fo be repoꝛteth that the faith of Chriſte and his holy re⸗ 
ligion hath vecerly deſtroyed the pꝛowes and valiauntnes 
which was wont to appeare in men of oulde time. And 
therefoze he imputeth the fall of the Romaine Empire, 
the decay of kame and glozy,the ouerthꝛome of chinalrye, 
to this moſt pure and holy religion of the moſt highe and 
euerlaſtinge God. Then akterwardes onely to currye fas 
uour of the Godly, he affirmeth p the great decay of nobi⸗ 
lity came to paſſe not thꝛough the depꝛauatid of religion, 
but thꝛough the dekalte of interpꝛetoures, miſconſtringe 
and euell vaderſtanvinge the lame: whereas notwithſtã⸗ 
dinge he is not able to ſhewe what crooked ſence ok inter⸗ 
pꝛetation that was, that miniſtr2d matter of ſo great miſ/ 
Chiefe . But that leauinge bebinde him the ſtinge of hys 
mallice, he mough ſeeke ſome ſhifte to eſcape by ineanes 
whatloeuer, bee ſalueth a greife moſte iuſtly concepued, 
with that remedy and medicine moſt fooliſhly applied. 
I would willingely haue ſome compaſſion ouer him, foz 

that be is deave,yfhe did not nowe coꝛrupte manye moze 

with his vile and peſtilent wzitinge, then in time paſt wich 
bizleud life moſt repꝛochkull and ſubiecte to to contempt. 
| Vut 


—— 
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But foz as mutch as his bookes though he be deade, do lo 
greatly ſclsunder Chziſtian nobility, J will uot doubte, 
beinge (as Itruſte) defended and pzotected with the apde 
and aſſiſtance of Chriſte cocombace with the ſpirite and 
Patra ods wicked perſon. Uhpch notwithſtandinge 
do nat foz the deſire I baue toencounter withanother, 


'buc.onely to withſkande their bzuiuſtcke and wicked dea⸗ 
linge, whole mindes are alike duſked with errour and 


blindnes FJ this miſcbiefe is ſpꝛeade farre and 


wide, and eee, infected mon ny nen 
an 


- - L, 
k " Fe? , U | : 7 s * | ».4. ® 1 
T 1 +14 s * 19 * * 7 # s b | 


T PF Kad Iss of him, what 
be noteth in Chꝛiſtians, that he map-byanpe meanes 
vecme wozthy of contempte ? Fo2 if ſo that it argueth a 
an por up noble widen ON LAN 
33 2 ne dien | 
thofnothinge, but that which is bath b 
15 15 and * vv then truely nothinge mape make moze 
foz $honour g; aduauncement of Chiſtians, wid hauinge 
full knoweledge and vnderſtandinge that they are of the 
felowſhippe and companye of beauenlye wightes ,.dooe 
4udgeno woꝛldelp and tranſitoꝛꝝ thinge wozthnofcltima 
tion, implopinge al tbeir trauaile and labour to the attai 
ninge true bonour, aud immoztality. It faxticude be ac⸗ 
companed with inuincible patience, who would not won ⸗ 
der at the courage of Chniſtlans, when he ſhall conſider 
that virgines themſelues, fo2 the name of Chyiſte haue 
deſired moſte cruell puniſhmentes, and all maner of bo- 
dylye coxmentces. . 
Howe bhygbelye was Lerna the Warlotte commender, 
whpche beynge rente and tozue wpth manye tozmenes 
would not detecte them that were pꝛyup ta a certaine con- 
fpiracy? What pie won Anaxarchꝰ foz the like matter? 
| Z. 2. Dow 
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"How greatly was Thraſo of Syracuſa tommꝭ᷑ pes fo? that 
bee would not be fo2c2d wyth any kinde of punichmente to 
pꝛocure the death of them that were partakers of one cõ⸗ 
ſpiracie? Theſe men vndoubtedly Matchiauele himſelf 
| (fox ſo this notable wzyter is called wyth whom J haue 
to deale) may not deeme in any wyſe wozthy ol rontempt, 
becauſe they had no knowledge of true rel{igion, which he 
in no wyſe woulde haue to be magnifyed : and were not- 
wichſtandinge partakers of trapterous attemptes , the 
meanes of deſcryinge whereof bee ſuppoſeth woꝛthye of 
great commendation. But how obſcure is cheir conſtF- 
cie if it be compared with the valiaunt courage and mags 
nanimitie of Chziſtian men? Foz if you reſpecte the cauſe, 
they foz hate of the tyzaunts by whom they were annoyed 
paciently endured thepz cruell puniſhments: our men fo2 
the loue of Chʒiſte, of whom they had receyued wonders 
full benefits, thought all tozmentes eaſpe andtollerable, 
If pou weighe the exceedinge greatnes ofthe toxmente,# 
the continuance thereof, you ſhall finde them not common 
eien were, but new and fkraunge toztures 


were dettiſed foz Chꝛiſtians, which as longe as might be, 
mouxhte teare their line bodies, and wonderfully beate 
and bꝛuſe them. Furthermoze,thep when they were dzt- 
uen to extreeme miſerye, and ſtate of deſperation, ſeemed 
out wardlye to beare an externall ſhewe of their fozmer 
worthines , and hauty minde : Chziſtians when they had 
free election to accepte that they beſt liked of, yet not with 
vnwilling minds they exchaunged a glozious and honou⸗ 
rable death, wyth a [yfe ſtapned wyth ignompe, and 
ſhame. Ik youregarde the nomber, it is a ridiculous 
thing to let an infinite nomber, againlt a very fewe. Doſt 
thou then deſpyſe this holſome diſcipline, oute of which 
bath bin pelded ſo manyenotable , and wozehy examples 
of vertue? Canſt thou conſtantly a ctir me, that the * 


Of Chriſtian Nobility. vr. 
of men are induced to thinke beaſtly and a biectly ol them · 
ſelues by this doctryne, which hath with ſtoutnes, far be 
yonde mannes creditte, armed the tender nature of womẽ 
and the feeble age of childzed:whiche ren (a 
great a multitude ta an erneſt deſire of an 
What peruerſe @ ouerth wart perl iſh 
that thou ſhoulveſt haue in admiration the vayn 
vertue, and ſhouldeſt ſuppoſe true bertue wozthp ol no by 
timation at all · But no doubte herehence pzocedeth this 
great erroure. 3 the ng 
fozme of the 


vnder the 

— Ya 
overwhelmed wyth darknes pads, U ＋ agg 
able-toabyde ede ee nc e 
dhe doctrpne of-Chzyſte (as — * 
wicked and eren 


tue. Fo tuen — 


of En 
th 7 5 uhich 


bolde that face wherin as it was by 


boideof al wozdlye pompe/and are A be 
holde the WO men Chailtannobſlty. 


= - 20 b 
51635 nnn U 14435 i] 
_ 47 


eee cerning the Romain Empye (that we i | 
Brie — thereol, albeit it ſemcth a thing far, fi. 
our intent and purpoſe) hath not this line fellow wbich 
is ſo expert in all matters of pollecie, reade in moſt lear⸗ 
ned 6 euen Cities themlelues haue their chX 
ges 


- en. — ———— * 4 G * * 2 WV. +4 ”w TY we” A —_— Bo td * WT FP L * » * 1 * 
6 22 4 1 * =. A SS o x . y 7 j o 
ws — . No, E F* ” «MH Aa 
n— , = TP 6 


#4 1 0 - e 7 4 
—— | * 3 
— —— — — N 
— — -—_ — — U  — — wi — — — ? 1 


10 Thie thirde Booke 


ges and courſes:and that all comonwelthes do as it were 
— —— fal? Neytber, p it is peſſi- 
e N e Moone thonld be — — 


All ebpiiges as they haue 
e — e it ys — 
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breed 
yo! daes genen bee, — 
es ok the omaynes t beene bt ban- - 
1155 notwithſtandinge ſt mute be graunted okne⸗ 
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; 15 11 olber power, oꝛ declyntntze with . 
onde h Tae b and decayed-. bent — 8 
lech bute that no wyſe man doth wonder at the v 


uerſions and deſtruttions of common wraltbes: — on 
the comtrary part they tbinke nothing ſo wozthy-admira- 
tion as 3 of a Cityeſtabliſhed e indued w great 
Het en therkoze they ſuppoſe the queſtion 


— ho manp yes tes continu⸗ 
"ed i bare gouerumente, and in 5 ſelfe 


fame 02der of diſtiplyne, then why the glozye and wealth 
"bfthe Athenians ſo ſoone decaped. And this alſo is ſoe 


much the ttozewonderful in the Romaines tõmon * 
p 


OF-Chriftiah Mobility 92. 
by howe mutch moze this Cittye extelled ali other chat 


euerwere in wozthines bath o glozp,and/dominion. Foz 
many thinges eaſelye veare vp — 
fs 


eſt thinges by their owue peyſe e waightzarg 
der, and fall dounsto the grounde. Ther 
this fareth it with all Citnes and cauntryes wyſe 
mi wondereth at their fall. but thinketh the cauſe ol their 
longe continuance with greate ſtudie to bee conſidered al 
as a thing verp incredible, This man well ſkilled, as be 
bimlelfe chinketh in ciuill pollicie, Iamenteth the decape 
and ruinous fall of Rome, and as thougbe it ſhouloe haue 
beene perpetuall, excepte it had beene hindered 94 7 el 
ligion of Chꝛpſte, hee argueth of cryme the ſoune of Ggi 
bimſelke. O thou man in madnes exceedinge all other. 
doſt thou aſke what other thing hath decaped the welth of 
the Romayne Emppꝛe: Firſt I anſwere that as chat Ci- 
tye was happelyerected then grue to a moze parfecte ſta- 
te, and by noble actes, floꝑiſhed thẽ conſix med with lawes, 
and 02dinaunces,came to a perkecte rypenes of Domiaiõ 
and was wonderfully aduaunced:ſo was it neceſlarp that 
it now peelding to ſt ooping olde age ſhould at the length 
baue (as it weere) a laſte dape to liue in and ſhoulde feele 
the beau ſtrok ol the hand ol death. Furthermoze this 
Jaffirme that all thoſe goodmeanes by the which ö Em⸗ 
ppꝛe was firſt eſtabliſhed, by the which it moughte haue 
beene mapntained in the ſame eſtate, long befoze the birth 
of Chꝛyſte was loſt and oute of their handes Cauſte 
thou in any wyſe thinke that when immoderate delieacy 
and riotte , when vnſattable deſire of riches had ones by 
iuuaſion entered into the manners of the Romaynes, wh? 
no attoumpte at al was made of the aucchozicy of þ Law⸗ 
es, and Senate: when the mpndes ol the xaſkall-mulct- 
tude bp the ſedicfouſe aud bzanſicke oꝛations of certayne 
- deſperate perſens were tickled w hoope of rauine & ſpople 
with violence and fozce co bereue the wealthper ſ0zt,of 


their: 
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'Theire gos oves'ms ſudſtance, when crueltye armed with 
ba rar — hter effuſion of the bloude of the Ci- 
tyzens, wich goare ſtaunched the Citty: when t bey 
. moſte pꝛeuapled, didde bende 
— tot not ta ſeke the liberty ol their coũtry, but 
Aus teadununtemente: when with all theeſe 
. — of the coninis wealth was wounnded, 
do pou think þ it could by any means be bzought to pas 5 
the cõmõweale coul lõge eotinue + Adde thereunto (if it 
like pon) Saleahle Elections, Judgementes raunſomed. 
mattes of Pzouinces, extraoꝛdinatpe and infinite auctha⸗ 
'ritpes, the chardge ofche:commonwealth cammitted-to 
certapn men catied fozth headlonge-with a haſtye deſire 
of rule aud pzincipality;you may vnderſtand, that it could 
no other wyſe be, but that the wealthe of þ City vtter ly de 
taped, it muſt nedes come to ruin. Nhat ſhould I in this 
place declare the bloudy bzopls in the times of Scilla and 
Marius: whiche infinitelye plagued and vexed the Citye 
and with al manner ofcruelty diſmembzed the ſame, and 
at lenghth bythe infection of þdifſentid euen to poſteryt ie 
continued, layd open agap to the gouerment of Tyzautes, 
Doek thou then doubte but that the Citpe beyng gaſhed 
and mangled with ſo manp woundes, ſhould at the laſt be 
toue red with moulde, the Cityztns with ſalte and bitter 
teares waplinge and lamentinge at 5 funeralles thereot. 
And therekoꝛe if it be demannded of wyſe men what time 
Roome fell to vtter decay they wilaunſweere(Iſuppole) 
that euen krõ that time wherin the old oꝛder of diſcipine 
and gouernment was aboliſhed, that common wealth be- 
gan to be ot no reputation. Fo; they linger ua longer a- 
boute the conſideration ofthe euent of any thin ge, which 
moſt certapniy gather the thinges that folow after by the 
tauſes that goe befoze.Jfyou aſke them that lacke wiſe- 
dome and experience they wil ſtraight way ellradge that 
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ſo beſpdes himſelk that will thinke after the biter aboliſh 
ment oflawes,the loſſe of liberty, and the ouertourninge 
of the whole Nate of pollicy, that any one ſparke of Solde 
common wealth remainety. But J-pzaythee what toye 
twke thee in the head that thou diddeſt impute the ouer⸗ 
thzowe of chat Empire to the manners of Chziſtians? 
wbereas not ovipthecauſe of that calamicy, but the enent 
it ſeife was many yeares befoꝛe the birth of Chriſte oure 
Kynge : And ik any manaſke the queſtion after tir annye 
bad the vpper hande what waſted tbe wealth of Roome, 
| taken fromthe whole Cicty,and be ſtowed vpon one man; 
firſt J will repeatethole thinges that Þbefoze-rehearſed;. 
that ail thoſe wozthye qualities whereby the people o 
Roome obtained their auacient renoume, and large Eme 
pire, a great while began to decline, at laſt fell hedlonge 
downe to the grounde. Fo2 then immedfatly in Teete ot 
frugalitp, outragious tiotte, in ſteede ofenduringe bardi⸗ 
nes in warre, an extedinge tendernes and nicenes both of 
the whole body and minde: in ſteede of dzeade, andawe of 
the lawes,impudent boldnes, vnſatiableluſte, immode- 
rate deſire, vehemently aſſaulted che mpndesof the Ro- 
maines: and ſtirred vppemen that bare god will co their 
country to vpꝛozes, and ciuili bzoples, Further this Jak. 
firme that the bar barous demeanour oftheir Emperours, 
and their ouerth warte nature, iopgned with immoderate 
rpot, and vnbꝛidled luſt, did as it were cut them of from al 
their pꝛoſperity . Neyther is there cauſe why J ſheulde 
bere recite \ogreaous plagues as wherewlith the cõmon⸗ 
wealth was afflicted, ſeinge that it is euidently knowen 
that many fo2 their cruelty, and hozrible factes haue bene 
fl: ine,bothe of their Cittizens,anvof ſouldiars, and oftẽ⸗ 
tymes of them that enuted them their place, and bighauc- 
thozity. But when the cuffome of killinge of Rulers 
grewe to be familiar, and there was not onely counter - 
waites and treachery veuiſed againſt wicked tyzantes,biue 
Aa.1, againſte 
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againſt diſcreet, and moderate gouernours , and that the 
name of rule and Empire wanted duereuerence,atlength 
the matter grew? to that paſſe, chat nothiage was ſo vily 
reputed of as the Emperour of Rome. Jn the ende 
when the aucthozity of the Senate, and people of Rome 
was extinguiſhed, and the knowleadge of Souldiarfare 
together wich auarice exceſſiaely increaſed, it fell oute p 
ſouldiars fo2 a boty in ready monep to be paide, did aſſign 
afoze band to whome they liſted che Imperial! Crowne. 


Therekoꝛe whereas they had reſpect neither to vertue, nei⸗ 


ther ta nobility. but as it were makinge a bargaine of by⸗ 
ing. ſale vnto him p pꝛomiſed moſt, ſold þ Empire, euer 


vile caitife & leude var let had free acceſſe co the lwaye and 


Coternmente of the whole commonwealth , Therefoze 
whereas the people of Rome were gouerned by ſutch 
beades,it coulde not be but all choſe thinges ſhould kal co 
vtter confuſion, whereby that common wealth was wont 
to be renoumed , Eſpecially ſeinge that oftentimes, 
leaſt there ſhoulde want at any time an occaſion of ciuill 
dillention,there was appopncted in diuerſe places, many 
Emperours,if they were to be called Emperours, and not 
rather ſtraunge and pꝛodigious monſters . Therefoze 5 


wealth ofthe Romaines partly by ciuill diſcoꝛd, and hoz- 


rible diſſentions waſted, partelp dzonke vppe and conſa- 
med bythe meanes of great and terrible warres, which 
thzoughoue che whole wozlde was waged againſte the 
Romaine Empire, was ſubiecte to common thzaldome & 
miſery,of all chinges incident and appertaininge to man. 
And here(I pzay chee)whar cauſe haſt thou to accuſe the 
name of any thinge that is called Chz2iltian $- Fo2 if the 
doctrine of Chriſte had wꝛought in the manners of the 
Romaines,contempte of lawes, ryot, wantõnes, immode⸗ 
rate deſtre of rule, moſtegre and vehement diſſenſion of 
Cittizens am onge themſelues ik to conclude, it had indu⸗ 
ced them to violence dealinge, furp, & rage: then mougb⸗ 


teſt 
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teftthou haut iuſtly and truely ſayd that, that had bzedde 
inthe ſtate of Rome all theſe miſchieues. Fo2 they be 
thoſe hozrible vices, that haue plagued and deſtroyed not 
onely Rome, but all other Imperiall Citties . But ik 
nothinge be moze repugnant to Chziſtian maners, and 
conuerſation then the vyces afoze reherſed, wyth whome 
nothinge agreeth, but that whych is iuſte, and vpzyghte, 
tendinge to quietnes and temperaunee: which moſt rene» 
rently actoumpte of modeſty, and innocency,and aboue all 
miſchiues hate cinilldiſcozd : which-abhozre all trouble⸗ 
e and deſperatenterpꝛices, yet wilt thou beſo ſottiſh #- 
impudent, that thou wilt ſeeke with this ſclaunder to de 
face the dignity and wozthinesof Chzilfianity?Can there 
any maner of diſcipline moze confirme and eſtabliſbe cy- 
uill pollicieth? chat, which teacheth Juſkice,cquity,mak- 
nes,icue of our countrp,andconftant affection of vertue? 
Andailtheſethinges truely in the maners of Chyiſtfans 
are founde in degree ofmoſt excellt᷑t perfection. J could 
recite home mavy Chziſtian Emperours there haue bene 
by whom the Empire impapꝛed and fallinge to detape, 
bath after innumerable calamſties beene reared vppe a- 
gaine, and reftozed to his fozmer eſtate and dignitye. J 
could ſhewe that the bozders thereof haue bene moze am⸗ 
ply enlarged then tuer they were befoze, by the moſt ear ⸗ 
neſt mapntepnours of Chriſtes religion. To conclude. 
I could by fozce of reaſon conſtraine them tograunt that 
thoſe miſeries which-afterwardes lighted vppon them, 
happened not thzoughe the loue, but thzonghe. the 
contempte of Nelpgion But beecauſe J make 
haſte to the ende, this one thinge will I faye, that death 
purſueth not onely al men, but alſo al humayne artes and 
ſciences,all nations, and eſtates of gouerment: and they 
al at laſt fade awaie, and are ouerwhelmed with the loth⸗ 
ſome darkenes of floggiſhe obliuion . Onelpe it is the 
kingedome ok Chriſte, which = by no fozce of K 
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The thirde Booke 
be ouerthzowen, by no wozldly wealth ouerbo2ne, by no 
ciuill bꝛoples and diſſenſions at any time toꝛne, and rent 
in ſunder. The ritches ofthe Perſians are cleane conſu⸗ 
med, the mighty powze of the Grecians is vtterlye ouer- 
turned, the Empire of the Romaines is beaten downe, c 
bach had a great fall. All chinges that eyther are, haue 
bene, oz hereafter ſhall haue beinge, after one ſozte oz o- 
ther ſh all periſhe and come ta nothinge at the length: but 
þ kinge dom of Chriſte th all godly oꝛnamẽts enritched, 
-wo2lde without ende ſhall floziſhe, and ſhall abound with 
ſmmoztall and euerlaſtinge glozye? by ſacred Dyacles it 
hath bene fozecolve, the powre, of him is an euerlaſtinge 
powre,which neuer ſhall betaken _ and his Kinge- 
dome it is that ſhall neuer be diſperſed. And in an other 
place, It hath pleaſed mee therfore to ſhewe forth ſignes 
of him, becauſe they are great, and his meruailous things 
becauſe they are ſtronge, and his kingedome, becauſe it 
is cuerlaſtinge, And that ſapinge alſo, Thy kingedome 
3s a kingdome of all worldes, and thy rule from generati- 
on, to generation. Alſo that which is recozded in the hiſta 
rp of the kinges, is to be vnderſtode of this kingedome. 
Foz in this manner God talketh with Dauid. Thy houſe 
ſhall be ſure, and thy kingdomeſhall continue for euer. 
TUbich alſo may be gathered out of Luke.God ({ſaith he) 
ſhall geue vato himthe ſeateof Dauid his father, and he 
ſhall raigne in the houſe of Iacob, and huskingedom ſhal 
haue no ende. Let therfoze men of ſimple vnderſtandinge 
leaue of wickedly to complaine of the ruin and decaye of 
the Romaine commonwealth,lec them not wickedly and 
vngodly laferhe blame ok that ruin and decape vppon the 
godnes of God. Let them at the length vndeaſtand þ on- 
ly the name of Chriſte is ſuch,as no age oz time tan extin 
guiche: to wit, whoſe glozye, pꝛaiſe, vertue, wozthines, 
ritebes, power, are immoztall.& heauenly. And whereas 
all other thinges are kraile, and bꝛittle, they haue deter⸗ 
| mined 
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mined and appopncted to thẽ a ſhoꝛte race of life to ronne. 


Dnelp therfoze the names ol Chꝛiſtians leanin ge and reſ 


ting vpon the ſtayes and pꝛoppes of the aide and aſſiſtance 
of God ſhall floziſh foz euer and euer. : 


] © foloweth that wee ſape ſomethinge of foztitude and 
chiualry, the pꝛactiſe & vſe wherof he demeth to be vnſic 
ting x far vnfic fo2þ profeſſion conuerſatis of Chziſtias. 
Foz how agreeth (ſapeth be the contempt ofglozp, which 
is wont to be pzelcrpbed to Chziſtians, with che excellen⸗ 
tie ot this vertue. Foz no man excepte hee be ſtirred vp 
with the deſire of renomne, wil thinke good to take vppon 
bym any ſtraunge and daungerous aduentures. Nome 
whereas he affirmeth that no man can be valiaunt except 
he be induced thereunto thzoughe the deſire of fame and 
glozp, J do not doubt that thoſe Philoſophers will eaſe- 
iy graunte that, whiche haue both wꝛitten bookes o con- 
tempte of glozy , and haue deliuered vnto vs manye rules 
& pꝛinciples ot pꝛowes and valiaũce. Foz it they had ſup- 
poſed that of thoſe thynges, ons had deſtroyed the other, 
= would neuer haue bene lo mad, that by the ſelfeſame 
reaſons, and meanes, men might bee diſſwaded from the 
deſire ofglozye, and incited to the ſtudye, and loue of ver- 
tue / And they defined vertu to be that, which did not depẽd 
on the vayne bzute and repozte oł the people, but whiche 
tooke in hande great and noble enterp2yces:onelpe foz the 
loue of honeſty .But this iolly fe llow ſo argueth, as if the 
onely deſire of pꝛayſe ſhoulde pꝛicke men ko warde to ver» 
tue and there were not muche better pꝛouot ations of ver⸗ 
tue, and induſtrye, with which good mens myndes, nigbt 
and dap baged and allured, tooke vppon the daungerous 
attemptes, boch with a right good wil, and with great ca⸗ 
re and papne. As the entyze loue of oure countrpe, the 
greate care of our honour. and eſtim ation, reverent due» 


tie 
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tpe both towardes the lawes,and alſo toward religion it 
ſelfe. All whiche thinges are moſt perfectly contayned 
in the rules e inſtitutid of Chaiſtitans, That if chep be 
moſt deſirous ot pzayſe* yet will any mi be either ſo mad 
02 impudente, that fo2 this cauſe hee will ſeeke to diſcre- 
dyte them and ſtapn theyre honoure. Thep are trulye 
far of from the deſire of bapne pꝛapſe, pet wonderfully in- 
flamed with the deſire of immoꝛtall and true glozpe. 
They ſette at nought the repozt of men, yet they are car- 
nt ſtly bent to true prayſe, which is contayned in the teſli⸗ 
mony of Chzift ,beholding al things. Thep deſire not 
tobaue mẽ the bebolders of their matters. fo2 aſmuch as 
they knowe when they attempte any wozthyactes ,thr an- 
gells of beauen loke vpon them. Thie is the pꝛoper⸗ 
tye of a noble mynd, ok a gentlemanlyke and haugbty tou- 
rage not to hang vpon the opinion of the ignozant multi⸗ 
tude ,to neglect all thinges here below and to bie we and 
contemplate thpnges heauenlpe and ſpyzituall. Foz 
what he calleth abiett and baſe 3 cãnot wel perteiue. Fo 
ik be thinke that pꝛyde and inſolencie, cruel and b2utiſh be⸗ 
 haufour,mpndes loft pe and diſdaynfull, and maruailouſſy 
puft vp, argueth a noble and valiaunt covrage:then graũt 
J that there is nothing moꝛe vile and abiecte thẽ the ſtock 
and gene ratiõ of Chaiſttans, which doth fozſoth with ear». 
neſt ende uoure watchfully apply the ſtudy of temperance, | 
mildnes and lenitie. But ik al vertues as the beſt learned 
men haue teſhilied, and declared, are conteined in one linck 
ok lone,fociety, and coniunctid, neither can there be amõg 
thẽ any re pugnante, ſo far ofis it, that the pzayſe of mil 
nes and mo deſty ſhoulde be oppoſite and contrary to man · 
Ive courage that by no meanes they maye bee diſlinked, 
ſeuered Therekoze no man can be valiante excepte he bee 
both mylde and moderate. F o2 he is muche deceincd in o- 
pynion which thinketh the foꝛce of the myn d ſlirred vppe 


not with deſire of Equitpe, a nd humanitp, but with whote 
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deſire and furious rage is rather to bee called mãhode thẽ 
cruel egrenes ofa ſauage beat. But this notable authour 
y inſtructeth Pzinces how to vndoe their countrye which 
teacheth them to eſtabliſhe the wealth and eſtate of cheire 
kingdomes not ſo much by equitp, and curteſie, as by guil⸗ 
full pollice and crueltpe :let him truelye call by what na · 
me hee will that kurious dealinge farre paſſiagthe vſage 
of the barbarians themſelues in villany, aud tyzannp, ſo p 
no man in his right wittes will aſſent to ſo onde and wic · 
ked an oppnſon . But wee will neuer beſo woode and 
frentick,) we wilſay that, that meknes of mpndwhich þ 
holy ſcripture calleth humility, whereofhe was an exam⸗ 
ple nta vs þ was alſo a paterne ofnotable pzowes,is auy 
impediment to koptitude it ſelfe. Foz whereas all ver- 
tues are as it were with glue faſkned together: then truly 
eſpecially meeknesofmpnde and baliaunt courage. 

Foꝛ eache of them pꝛoceeding out of a noble mynd are al- 
moſt of like honour anveſtimatidfoz it is no greater ſigne 
of a valiaunt courage to be able to withſkande the fozce of 
his enempes, then to refrapne his angry mode: #to ſub- 
due al croubleſome affections,and by no grudge of offence 
to bee remoued from humanity aud conſtancie of mpave. 
Therfoze there hath not beene any man lightlye famous 
fo2 vbaliantnes, but he hath purchaſed pzayſe by mildnes 
and curteſie .D2w greate was the glozp of Themiltocles 
who ſittinge in counſell with the Grecians, was of the o- 
ther Captapnes contrary to 02der of ciuilitye bitterly taũ⸗ 
tedꝛ but he thougbte good not to reſtrapne theire lauiſhe 
ſpeaches with pelding taũt fo taũt, but wiſely to appeaſe 
them with patience and ſufferance , That ſhoulde J ſpe- 
ake hereof Pericles 2 what ſhoulde Jreherſe Iulius Ce- 
ſar and many other, who did no mote earneſtlye ſeeke to 
get them a name by martiall pꝛoweſſe, then to win com⸗ 
mendation by curteſie and pacience. Onthe other ſide 


as cache mi is of a mote ſhʒinking and daſtarolp courage, 
Jo is 
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fo is he mooze diſpoſed to anger and crueltye. All thoſe- 
barbarians whiche can by no meanes be trapned vp in 5 
pꝛeceptes of foꝛtitude haue bene counted ſocruel that our 
bſuall ſpeach hath aſcrybed the name of barbarouſnes 
tocruelityit ſelfe . Mhat ſhoulde 3 ſhew pou here of p 
nature and qualicyes of women ?chen whom, as nothing 
is moze feble and weake,ſonothinge moze ſwyftlye cari 
ed to reuengement of iniurye?Fo2 if mildnes and curecit- 
do nat at al dimme tbe ligbte and exctedinge bzightnes of 
vertu, but iſſuing oute of p lpke haughtines & generoſitie 
of. mind, is a great oꝛnamẽ̃t to foꝛtitude:is ther any mii ſo 
voyde of reaſon, that Chziſtian mildnes he will terme co⸗ 
wardiſe, repugnãt and oppoſice to the rules ok foztitube $ 
what pe ruerſe dealinge ? what an vngodly moode (a miſ- 
; Chiefe and ſoꝛowe come to it) is this? that wee make light 
accompt of thoſe thinges that are true and perfett in our 
men, the bare ſbadowe whereok in other men wee haue in 
admirztion $ they haue altrapes bene counted ofa noble 
and valiaunt courage, who beepng girded and nipped w 
taũtes & pꝛouoked with iniury are nat kidled witb wꝛath. 
But our men, of Chziſt haue learned this leſſon, that they 
ſhaulde requite with curteſie repzochfull wozdes, and in⸗ 
iury with good turnes. Then ſome man map ſape vnto 
me:wheras chꝛiſtiaus are ſo gentle and mercitul, they wil 
neuer dꝛyue backe from their boũ ds the fozce of their ene · 
myes ,nepther wil reſiſte villanye w duety of worde, but 
they wil with a good turn requit al outragious dealing. 
Who ſo alledgeth this, litle conſidereth diſtinctions of du 
tyes,nepther conſidereth that diſtinct and diuers thinges 
are metex conenift fo2 deſtinet c diners perſõs, places. ty 
mes, tauſes. Fo Chziſtiãs ebẽſelues who in pꝛiuate 
grudges tiniuries embꝛace mildnes @ patiẽce, thep in cõ⸗ 
mõ dyſtreſſes 4 daũgers are moſt egre ot al are moſt ear 


neſte and behemente maputeiners ok the common ſafetye 
and 
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and liberty. Eſpecially whereas the ſtate of religion is 
impugned. Fozthey thinke in this caſe alt-ſufferance an 
intollerable offence,andpatience to be a hozrible faulte. 

Of this minde was Moyſes the beloued of God, whom 
the holye fcriptures do teſtifie and declare of all men to 
haue bene the myldeſt, who notwythffandinge with ſin- 
gular valiaunce banquilhed the hoſt of his enemies, and 
appeaſed the w2ath of che maieſtye of God offended, wich 
the ſharp puniſhmente of many. 
nature whom aboue other the ſeriptures do highely com⸗ 
mend koꝛ bis exceedinge gentlenes. He neuertheleſſe vã⸗ 
quiſhed and put to flight a great and puiſlaunt hoft ot ene 
mies, and put to the \wozde huge multytudes of Alienes 
and ſtraungers . Euen ſo, manye Chziſtian Pzinces bee 
ger eve gigs of Partlll proweſſeuth mitte ler. 
ched the glo2p pꝛo pꝛatſe of low⸗ 
lines and courteſie. What : Math not Chriſte himſelfe 
ſufficiently taught vs by his owne example, howe farre 
foo2th wee ſhould vſe lenity, and againe when wee oughe 


ſeuerely and ſharpely puniſhed them that cõmittinge 
facriledge, polluted the holy Ceremonies 4 Therefoze 
there is no cauſe why any man ſhould contemne Chzifti- 
a 
that nothinge can be moze firme ly and ſurely tyed there⸗ 
vnto.Fo2 they both iſſue and'flowe from one headſpzinge 
and fountaine, and the one wonderfully beaucyficth and 
adourneth the other. | 


D 


[ Owe let vs come bnto the laſt argument ofthis nota» 
ble wziter,wholy conſiſtinge in religion, and in thoſe 
olve Ceremonyes wyth all wickednes polluted and deft- 


led . Fo2 be thinketh that blonvy ſacrifice, and ſlaugb⸗ 
ttrok beaftes,to — "ch that was 
Is aug 


Dauid alfo was of like 


take vppon vs the perſon ol ſeuerity, when with whips- 


acnohngecandem is ſo iaygned with true foztitude, 
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able vppon a ſodaine of timerouſe perſons to make fearce 
and hardy. And vs that neither ble any ſuch bloudy ſa» 
ccifice,no2 imbzue our aulters with the bloude of fowze 
footed bealtes,no2 looke vpon the bowells and intralles 
of beaſtes, he ſuppoſeth by this inconuenience happening 
by the meanes of our religion, to be depzined of many ne⸗ 
ceſſarye meanes and furtheraunces to the attapninge of 
'vercue . Here eruely J knowe not what might be added 
eyther to the rage ok his impiecye,o2 to the blindnes, and 
folly of his minde : foz to compare hozrible ſuperſticion 
with the moſt holy religion of the euerlaſtinge God, it is 
an oſlence paſte all ſatiſtaction, and abhominably wicked: 
but to thinke him that can beholde with a countenaunce 
boyde of quakinge and tremblinge feare in the butcherlp 
manglinge of beaſtes, like to pꝛoue a valiaunt man, it is a 
plaine argument of extreme madnes . Fo2 if wee ſhall 
followe bis counſell,why da wer nat muſter all the but- 
chers wer can get? Mhy do wee not alſo pꝛeſſe foozth to 
battaile hangemen, koz thep of fozxce muſt be moze cruell 
then other, which quarter and cut vp the bodies of men. 
That they fozſoth with that Noble courage that they 
baue gotten by ehzuſtinge in their armes elbowedckpe in 
the bloude of beaſtes, and by ſharpe puniſhment of con- 
dempned perſons might deſperately venture amonge the 
thyckeſt of cheir enemies, and keepe vs ſafe j harmeles 
from all imminent daunger. Whatif I ſhewe that all 
thinges contapned in choſe lacriſices and ceremontes dyd 
tende to timozouſnes and cowardiſe, noz that there was 
in them any thinge toimbolden the minde of man? Firſt 
thoſe pzapers of cheirs in olde tearmes and ſolempne 
w302des appapnceed to be ſapde, what a deale of trouble 
and feare did it containe? In which if chep ſhould hap- 
pen any whit to ſtomble and ſtagger, if any thinge were 
btcered in woozdes out ofcourſe, oz with ſignes g tokens 
. of ſiniſker happe they thought all che Goddes of the peo⸗ 


ple 
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e of Rome would be incontinently angry and higblye 
diſpleaſed. Further what a great frare was caſt on thoſe 
en, intangled with tharoulde wives ſuperſticion,when 
ch thinge in the ſacrifice did not fall out to their minds? 

Wien the intralles thzeatned vnto them ſome d2cadfull 
and dolefull deſtruction % But when it ſo.chaunced that 
they ſhould atone time offer vppe manpe ſacrifices,and it 
bappely ſo fell out, that the-bowelles of one beaſt gaue 
thoſe ſignes whereby:men ſuppoſed that tbe Goddes dyd 
p2omil? chat all thinges hould-pzoſperouſly and well ſus · 
ceed,and the bowells of other,poztended ſome dolefuil c- 
uentes,ir muſt ncedes beechattheir mindes ſhould hange 
in doubtethzough wonder full feare, which cou'de neither 
be animated and encouraged wyth the intrallg betone ⸗ 
ninge good foꝛtune, becauſe ot their variety and inconſtã⸗ 
cy. no2 againe deſpiſe thoſe that betokened ill lucke, be- 
cauſe of that religion which they were ſo miſleled in. 
bat ſay you to ſtraunge ſightes. monſters, the aũſwers 
of Birdgazers, and Southſayers, what grtate fozte baut 
they to rebate and appaule the courage of men 4 Mhen 

nothinge happened either by courſe of nature, 02 caſuall 
chafice, dthey did not interpꝛet to be done by the ſingular 
pzouiſion of the Goddes, pꝛetendinge fome great plague, - 
oz calamity ,. Therefoze cither the flpinge of birdes,cy-- 
ther crfblinge of 5 Earth, oꝛ a thũder clap on þright ſive, 

02 any other ſuch mõſterous matters 4, ſometimes pꝛodi = 
gious thinges fained,did wdderfully-terrifie e feare poze 
miſerablemen . What ſboulde I recite the daſicinge of 
the Dunne + Which beinge-fo2ced,it woulde not ſufter 
them that were ſuperſtitious and verye mutch geuen to 
balſoninge to conceiue any firme and e ſſured hope at all. 
And if by anye chaſice chickens happened to refuſe their 
fwde,and p matter deinge once hard,ſonke into þ mindes 
of the ſouldiers:they as thoughe fozewarned of the Gods 
themſelues ok ſeme great ill that houlde betide chem,be- 
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inge aſtonied, with that which they made ſo religious re 
koninge ok, and beinge troubled and dyſmaied with doubt- 
full feare encoũtred with their enemies. In many places 
therefoze it is recoʒded that many hoſts haue bene put to 
wzacke, x ſlaine, becauſe with ill lucke, g ill chiuinge they 
were conducted agaynſt their enemies. Which thinge 
truely is nothinge to be meruailed at. Fo2 they beinge 
wholy addicted to 5 religion, to beleue that without the 
eſpecial pꝛouiſton and powze ofthe Godves, fozeſhewinge 
ſome great ſcourge and plague, chickẽs refuſed to eate of 
-a ſoppe caſt amonge them, and fo} chat all their courages 
began toquaile, and their handes through feare ware chil 
foz colde, and chey themſelues did not with wonted hope 
and courage marche on ta battaile, tt muſt needes be that 
they ſhould haue ſome notable ouer thꝛow. And by p mea⸗ 
nes it was bzoughte about, all meny were wonderfally 
geuen to that kind of religio, whom they tearmed kanati- 
1 tall, were troubled wich continuall feare,and care of the 
| minde that bꝛedde continuall doubt. What, tf many very 
2% valiaunt men moued with the leaſt and lighteſt ſtraunge 
ſightes vᷣ might happen in many places haue geuen great 
token # ligne of feare : The Lacedemonians (that we al- 
ſo ſpeake ſomewhat of the Grecians) when they toke any 
warre in hande, and the Ringes accoꝛdinge to the maner 
dyd make ſacrifice in the vttermoſtboundes of their coũ · 
trey,if by aup chaũce they were hindered that they coulde 
ö nat accompliſh oz finiſh their ſacrifice, they tacontinently 
1 leaddethetrhoſts backe home againe. And whereas the 
BG | Lacedemonians obſeruinge the guiſe and faction ok their 

4 countrey were trained vp to indure hardnes, & to pꝛactiſe 

keates of armes, pet they became ſo daſtardly by ß means 

of their affiance in that filthy ſuperſticio of their abhomi⸗ 
5 nable ſacriftces, that they at ſuch times woulde dimifſe” \ 
their ſouldtars. Further yk any great noice ſhould chaũce 
to be heard, all their cofiſells + deuiles tẽdinge to þ main» 
; : tenaunce 
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teniceof war were beter ly koꝛſakẽ, æ clean laid alive. Any 
to pꝛocede: what other thing ( J pꝛay pou to let palle þ La- 
cedemonians ouerthzew the wealthot ß Arhenians, but a 
certayn peuiſh old wines ſuperſtytiũ ? fo2 whT Nicias vn* 
doubtedly a baliaũt captain, mas together w Demoſthe 
nes made chefe conducto2 of þ nauye, general ofþ whole 
bãd, g laid ſeege agaynſt Siracuſa, c had certain intelligen⸗ 
ce of þ Citeye beeyng defended witch their owne ſtrength, 
and by the healp and aſſiſtaunce of all Greece beſide could 
not be taken: and Demoſthenes was earneſt with him to 
remoue the nauie krõ the hauens mouth ,lealf the paſſage 
beyng ſtopped by their enemies all che whole fozce of the 
Arhenians which was in that nauie contapned ſhould af- 
ter a moſt miſerable ſoʒt be ſpoiled & ſlaine.Nicias him ſelf 
liked wel of his aduiſe, yet did not put in vꝛe the good and 
holſome councell by the meanes of a fond religious feare. 
Fo? duringe the ſpace of a fewe dayes about that tyme, 
the light ol the mone (as at certayne ſeaſons it muſt needs 
happen) was eclipſed by reaſon ofthe earth betwixt the 
mone and their ſightes. That Nicias thinkinge a; rare and 
ſtraunge matter, thought good to deferre the ſame to the 
inter pꝛetoꝛs of ſecrete holye miſteries. They returned 
aunſweare, tbat it was not lawful mithin thirty dayes to 
ſcoure the ſeas wich their nauie, oz to take in hande any 0+ 

ther great enterpꝛyſe: In the mean tyme the men ol Sy cil 
with huge beps ok earth dam med bp the mouth of the ha⸗ 
nen, and placinge there many mighty ſhippes ſtopped vp 
their paſſage, Therefoze that nauie of theirs ,'in which 
was contapned þflowze of þ pauth of Athens ,@the who 
le fozceofthe Athenians, wht now in vapn they ſou ghte 
to bꝛeak thꝛough che nauieof their enempes and endeuou- 
red to paſſe out of the haut᷑, by that tond ſuperſticious per · 
ſwation of Nicias was moſt miſerably ſcattered and beat? 
doune and all the whole nobilitye had by dent of ſwozve 
their bloudy ba ne and deſtruction, Wile thou lap then 
that 
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that thoſe ceremonies, thoſe filthye-and oldwincs ſuper- 
it ions did inſtruct men and trayne them vp in pzoweſle & 
chinalryes which make mf ſtout of Nomache and courage 
tremble, which milleade their myndes from conſtancie, 
which hinder their deuiſes that tende to common ſafty% 
doeſt thou in this mãner ſhewihp dutifull harte towards 
Almighty God, by whole meanes and gratious goodnes 
we are diſburdened anddelſuered from ſo wicked, ſo vn 
cleane, ſo frantick and mad ſuperſtition, that thou de reſte 
pꝛeſume to pꝛeferte the ſamebefoze the religion of C hꝛiſl: 
Fo ifthe minds ot men inſtructed wich pzecepts of Chzif- 
tian religion are thereby made cowardlye, and daſterdly, 
and by thoſe olde and bncleanceremonies(in which God⸗ 
lye honoure was dooneto the Idols of wicked men) they 
were incited to valiantnes, ſurely they ſeame to be p2efer- 


red befoze the rules of our religion. But conſiver with 


tby ſelf the looliſh, madde, and erronicus opinion thou haſt 
bhelde. They whiche baue truelye taſted of Chiſtes re- 
ligion are not moued with the flyinge of birdes, the-ſcry- 
chinge of ſyrechowles, no the intralles of beaſtts, thze⸗ 
atninge ſome dolefull euent. Thep ate not troubled with 
earthquakes,with thunderclappes, with any pꝛodigious 
and monſterous wonders. To conclude there is nothinge 
that can daunt oꝛ diſmay the mynde of a Chziſtian man. 
Fozheis lo trayned that if bet Chould ſe all the wozlde 
egrelpe bente to battayle, if bee ſhoulde ſee all man» 
ner of daungers deupſed and prepared sgapnſte bx m, 
if he ſhoulde ſee cuerye thinge rounde aboute ſet on ligbte 
fire and almoſt tonſumed,, hee notwithſtandinge thzor gh 
an aſſured hope and confidence, ſhoulde remapne vnchan⸗ 
geable, neither be diſcouraged thzough the terrour ot any 
miſchie fe. Firſt becatiſe he belceneth that he is garded 
and defended with a mig btyt and puiſſante atme. Fo? 
he readeth in the holp.ſcripcures:thatthere are NT” 


09. 
of Angells whiche defende the Godlye from all inturpe, 
and in tyme of neede qualifte the outrage &fozce of p rne⸗ 
mye-For Iacob knew him ſelfe with this ſtrength ro bee 
fortified when he declared that he ſaw the tents of God, 
Agapne when the Syrians army was euen vppon Helizz» 
us readie to deuoure him, and his ſeruaunt ſtroken wich 
great fear cryed ta help: feare not ſath,) Heliſeus, and be 
of good courage, for our number farre excedeth theirs: 
And it folo wet in that holye hiſtoʒy. And when Heliſe- 
us hadde! made his e to god, hee ſayth O Lord 
open the eyes of this boye that hee may alſo ſee. And 
the Lord opened the eyes of the boy and he ſawe, and be- 
hold a mountayn al couered with horſemẽ and fiery cha- 
riotes that compaſſed Heliſeus rounde aboute. And 
that no man map thinke that God dealeth but with fewe 
in that maner , it is witten els whereof all them whiche 
with a pure and bidefiled hart embzace righteouſnes, and 
honoure Godinall ſinglenes and ſimplicity , The An- 
ell of the Lorde hath'pitched his tentes rounde aboute 
them that feare him. e therefoze which doth fafthful- 
lye creditte thoſe teſtimonies. and doth vndoubtedlp bele⸗ 
ue that be is by the power ol God pꝛotected, can in no wi⸗ 
ſe tremble wich keare, but wyth a luſtye and boulde cows 
rage will vſe that ſavinge that in another place is wꝛittẽ. 
If tentes ſtand vp agaynſt me my hart ſhall not feare. 
If a battaill riſe vp againſt me, in him wil I put my truſt. 
And that place alſo, Theſe in chariottes, they in — 
but wee in the name of the Lord haue our hope repoſed. 
They beyng vanquiſhed weere ſlayne, but wee beeynge 
of good courage caried away the victory. This hope 
thecefoze (I ſap ) will not ſuffer the kamilye of Chꝛiſtians 
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to be weake and fapntharted. Further the cogitation of 
immoztalitpe, and a certapne foze knowledge of glozye to 
come, what foꝛce bath it to the confirmation q eſtabliſhing 
of their conſtancie? Cæſar repozteth that the Frenche 

men 
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men were tnaruaplouflp ſtirred vppe to all pꝛowes and ba 
liauntnes thzoughe an oppnion that the Druides did per- 
ſwade th to be ot, which was that the ſoules of mf were 
not ſubiect to death but after their departure paſſed from 
one bodye to another, and therefoze caſtinge a part all fee 
are of death, they valiauntly tooke in hande wayghty and 
daungerous enterpꝛyces, not makinge accompte of iyfe. 
Mbereas they were perſwaded that death was nothinge 
els but the chaung & alteration of lyke, and paſſinge of the 
ſoules from bodies to bodies. And is it enen ſo in dec de? 
The aunctent Frenche menthzough a moſte vayne opiny- 
on, grounded vppd a bile fond ſuperſtition, feared no mi- 
ner of daunger: and ſhall Chʒiſtians feare death, who be- 
leeuenotthzough a ſlender opynyon, but thzoughe a con- 
ſtãt truſt and affiaunce thatafter they haue departed this 
lyfe they ſhal obtayne moſt perfect: ble ſſednes / Foz what 
is mooze manifeſtlye knowen in Chziſtian religion, then 
that all they that embꝛace tuſftice and godlines „after that 
they are loſed aut of their bodies, as it were oute of bonds 
ſhall as it were flye vp into heauen, that they mighte obs 
tayne wozlde without ende euer laſtinge glozye? Agapne- 
what is mote deepelye pꝛinted in onre myndes then that 
the bodyes whiche are nowe vtteriye'conſumed, ſhal bee 
agapne reſtoꝛed, and beeynge wyth celeſtyall and hea⸗ 
uenlpe bꝛygbtenes illumpned, (hallbee agayne vnytey- 
to the ſoules wyth ſo fyrme and ſure a league and band, 
that it canbet by no meanes vpolated and bzoken:that we 
beepuge after ſuche an heauenlye ſoꝛte renewed moughe 
eniop al perfect a eternal pleaſurs both in bodpe x ſoule. 
He who in this poynte is fullye perſwaded ( beleeve me 
will neuer vnwyllynglye and wyth a grudgynge mynde 
departe from this lyfe intermedled wyth ſo manye mp- 
feryes # calamityes. Laſtly what ſhould Jſpeak of þ infi- 
nite# wũderful loue w the which they þ are truly entered 
into Chyſts holypzofeſſionzare eue ty dap moze and moꝛe 
uflamed? This 
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This vndoutedly is moſte euidente that our minds are by 
no meanes ſo muche intited and ſirred vy to hazard g av» 
uenture our liues, as by loue and cha 9 to him that 
is in loue nothinge ſeemeth barde, and all thinges are 
moſte ſweete and pleaſaunte which are entepꝛpſed fo the 
attapninge that thinge which is vntohim moſte deare and 
tender. In ſo much that he not onely' death, 
which ſeemeth to all men moſtterrible md dꝛeadfull, but 
ſometimes perſwadeth himlelfe moſte willingly ta deſire 
the ſame. That if loue lightly begonne betwirce man and 
man, and grounded on very ſmall cauſes hath ſuch fozce, 
that it canſeth þ contempt of death, what may be thought 


of the excellencie of charitie, which is thzough the gifte æ 


grace of the holy ſpirite moſte liberally powzed into pure 


bilitie ſuppoleth all the ſweete pleaſure of life to be reps- 
ſed in labours and perils,veſpiſing all pleaſures ofthe bo⸗ 
dye, and the bzitle eſfate of honoures, and all aboundance 


of wozloly wealth. And being greatly inflamed wyth the 


deſire of Chꝛiſte, it cannot b 
neither wyth thzeatninges,n 


emoued from Govlines, 
Nw wyth terrours ,no2 wyth 


this loue maketh a man thincke that all toꝛmentes which 
be ſuffrech foꝛ Chziſtes ſake, whom hee tenderly and ear- 
, neſtly loueth, are ligbie and pleaſaunt- Furthermozeno- 
thinge is ſo much deſiered and wiſhed foz'of Chziftians as 
fo: the relligiũ of the euerliuing God, to looſe thepʒ lives, 
in the middeſt of the moſt exquiſite toʒmentes of the body 
that can be deuifed. Thich truly is not to be wõdered at. 
Foz whereas lone turneth aſide þ cogitacionof the minde 


is armed wyth a wonderfull ſtoutenes and conſtancie of 

minde . Therefoze which oftheſe two relligions would 
ſooner allure men tothe embꝛacing of Uertne* doth that 
thincke you which holdeth 2 —_— and fraple nature of 


ol man 


and vndefiled mindes? by the foxce thereof Chꝛiſtian Mo⸗ 


ſtraunge and newe deuiſed puniſhmentes. To conclude 


from keare, it muſte nee des be that perfecte and godly loue 
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of manalwayes in ſuſpence, tbꝛough che vapne aud foliſh 
credice they geue to þ litle ſtcinges that are ia the intrals 
of beaſtes, to the flping of boꝛdes, to the hyuinge of Bees, 
and to nw other fained monTcousdeuiſes:02 rather that 


0 


religion which (a eſtabliſheth and confirmech the myndes 
of mẽ that they would not be dilmapd it the whole wozly 
ſhould be turned vplide doũe : Further that religiõ which 
with fond ſuperſticion ſometymes doth hinder the courle 
ok per kect exerciſe of hu mapne vercue*% oꝛ that which with 
conſtancie pꝛoceedinge from vertue farre paſſing the cre⸗ 
dite of mi, ſtrengthneth the weake and ſoft nature of wo⸗ 
men, and the tender pesres ol yong childzen? Finally is þ 
religid to be embꝛaced which is not able to foztifi the min⸗ 
des of men with any aſſured hope* 02 that rather, whiche 
ſhewech foozth the helpe & alliſtance of God, with a moſte 
certapne hope of immoztalitye , with an eſpeciall loue tos 
wardesalmightye God, and with an earneſt and ferufce 
delireof him, who hath taught vs the perfection of heauẽ⸗ 
ly wiſedome and perfectly inſtructed vs to diſpiſe al wozld 
ye and tranſitozpe vanifpes, But what neede J| cons 
uince with many argumẽ tes either þ impyetie oꝛ madnes 
ok this moſt deteſtable e vile caitife? wheras both of chole 
are ſo cleare and manikeſte, that nothinge is moze eaſilye 
noted and eſpyed. His wicked imppetie appeareth in 
that hee woulde ſeeke in ſuche oꝛder to ſkapne the honoure 
of Chiiſtians, whiche hee waulde neuer haue done, ik hee 
had conceiued any good opynion ot the Godhead of Chʒiſt 
His madnes appearech in that he with ſo falſe,ſo fond, ſo 
illcodclitded reaſons confirmeth his wicked opinis, 

But I knowe J baue longer ſtayed in this pꝛoceſſe, then 
per aduenture neede required. Mhich if anye man thinke 
worthy of blame, A would partlye be ſhoulde par don my 
grieke wherewith agapnſte hym J was wonderfully ſtyr⸗ 
red: And partlye that he ſhoulde thinke that that was not 


altogether impertinent to my — hay a> 
terpzi⸗ 
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terpꝛyſed to ſet foꝛth the honour and dignity of Chziftian 
noblenes,and p Tuſcawziter in a moſt barbarous kinde 
ok ſtile endeuoured to obſcure the ſame, I thoughte good 
not to diſſemble, eſpecially ſith that I percepued the nũber 
ok them which either ſtirred vppe by bis wzptinges, 02 of 

theire voluntarye motion, were partakers of his wicked⸗ 
nes and furp were, farre and wide diſperſed: Now ther⸗ 
foze whereas J haue refuted thepre bzoade and laniſhe 
ſpeaches, and haue declared that whiche was cleare and 
manifcſke,that no daſtardlye feare and baſenes of abit de 
myndes, but al thinges righte wozthyandecrcellent were 
to be founde in the pzofeſſion of Chꝛiſtians, and the whole 
oꝛder of this moſt holy diſciplyne did excit men to valiant- 
nes of courage, and contempte of death: pt was not beſide 
my purpole,makinge mention of foztitude-that conſiſleth 
in martial affapꝛes, to refute in few;their kynd of dilcour⸗ 
ſes, which deteſt generally the noble knowledge of feats 
of armes, and ell wozthye chiualrye as a godleſſe & wic- 
ked thing and quite repugnante toChzyſtes tommaunde⸗ 
mentes. Firſte therefoze I can concepue no rea ſon 
wbp they ſhoulde deſpyſe warfare when it is rygbtfullye 
begon,and taken in hande in the ok religiõ, whers 
as wee ſee it wonder fully extolled in innumerable places 
of holy ſcripture, Mbich they do not denie, but what lay 
they? manpe thinges (lay they) were conteined in the olde 
la w which rather koz the tymes ſake were toller ate d, thẽ 
woꝛ thy due commendatid, - Ls to make a dinozſe,to ta- 
ke vſury of fozrapne countryes ,ofwbich ſozt they ſape is 
tomake warre bpon our enemyes. But what ſemblice 


02 ſimilitude hath either vſuope, oz diuorſes with martial 


affaizes*Fo2 thep were not commended. but tollerated,be» 
cauſe of mens weakenes andimbecillitye.: But he that 


durſt pꝛeſume not toobep,when commaundemt᷑t was ge⸗ 


uen to wa ge battale ,comittevan offence ſo hainous, that 
be coulde redeeme the ſame by no ſatiſfaction. 


Cc it, Foz 
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Foz in what place reade wee that it was decreed that hee 
ſhould other abide a pa pne, oz be ſubiecte to a curſe if anye 
man, whereas after the firſt offence his wyle committed it 
was lawfuall ſo to doe, did not depart from his wyke, oz ex⸗ 
acted no vſurpe of fozrapners and ſtraungers : But in 
manp places wee haue well noted, that men rauiſhed ann 
repleniſhed wyth the holpe ſpirite, haue decreed that they 
ſhould die the death which thzoughe cowardile refuſed to 
come fozth into che ftelve. But what ſhoulde J in this 
place make mention of Debora, who being inſpyꝛed wyth 
the holye Ghoſte, curſeth them which foz as muche as in 
them lyeth, take not in hand the warres of the Loꝛde:and 
inuegheth againſt their cowardiſe in ſharpe and vehemec 
woꝛds. Againe they lap to our charge circumciſton, the 
offering vp of a lambe, olde ſacrifices, which were in olde 
time with great deuocion kept, and after the comminge of 
Chzifte lackte their wonted reverence, As though warre⸗ 
fare did any whitte appertapne to the ceremonies and mts 
ſeryes of holy thinge s, and were not rather oꝛdayned foz 
the pꝛeſeruation of the common wealth + Foz thoſe ho- 
ly rights, in which were fozeſhadowed the exp2eſſe ſignes 
and tokens of Juſtice and ſaluation to be pꝛocured by our 
bighe and mighty ſauiour Chzifte, afcer the comming of 
the thing it ſelf which was by thoſe ſignes declared:were 
by good right and iuſt deſart abzogated and diſanulled, 
But this cannot bee thoughte of the noble knowledge of 
feates oł armes, fo) as much as it is not compꝛpled vnder 
the nature ol ceremonyes, but embꝛaced fo2 the mainte⸗ 
naunce and pꝛeſeruation of the common ſafette, and whos 
ly appercapneth to ciuill policie. Ind to confound thole 
thinges which are to be diſtinguiſhed, it is eyther the pꝛo⸗ 
pertie of extreeme madues, oꝛ an argument of wonderful 
temeritie, and raſhnes, ' And whereas the eſtate of the 
commonwealth cannot be eſtabliſhed , but it muſt needes 


be ſkaped, and as it were pꝛopped vppe wyth 9 
o2ce 


eſtabliſhed and conſirmed. And therefoze as he hath not 


to be pꝛactiſed and exertiſed, are vnder the tuttion and ves 
fence of martiall pzoweſſe:he that taketh away the know⸗ 
ledge offeates ofarmes, wozketh the ouerthzowe of the 
comon wealth. Thich thinge if it had happened thzough 
Chziſtian diſcipline', then madde men moued wyth ſome 
reaſon, might lay to our charge that ſome commonwealth 
by meanes of Chiilkian diſcipline was ouerthzowen, 


is we haue afoꝛe declared. Fo2 Chʒiſt would not that the 
eſtate of ciuill pollicie hould be ouerthzowen, but rather 


wꝛeſted the ſwozde out ofthe hand of a Pagiſtrate, ſo nei- 
ther would be haue a ſouldiour to wante his weapon, To 


| theintent chat the Pagiltrate, beinge armed wyth aucto- 


rity of lawes.might with ſeueritie of the ſame lawes, ſup⸗ 


| preſſe wickevnes,annoying the member nd warb pars 


| tesofche common wealth, & the ſouldiar clad in armour, 
might wyth dint of worde repell and put a ſide from the 
| commonwealth all imminent daunger. Fo2this cauſe 
lohn neuer exhozteth men fromapplyinge themſelues to 
the kuowledge of feates of armes, but pꝛeſcribeth lawes 
vnto ſouldiours ofharmeleſſevſage,and temperate beha- 
| uour. And Paule calleth thoſe magiftrates theſeruaunts 
| of God which wpth the ſwozd puniſhe wicked and veſpe- 
rate perſons, Truly nothing were moze hartely to bee 
deſired ola Chziſtian man, then that all men woulve re⸗ 


krapne themſelues krom wickednes and ſinnefull luſte. 
But fozaſmuche as that cannot al wayes fall oute, and in 
ſteede ok continencie, vnbzidled luſte, in ſteede of iuſtice ei⸗ 


ther fozraine foꝛce, oꝛ ciuil bzoyles vſe to aryſe, then of ne⸗ 
| ceſſitie either the fozce of the ennempe is wyth weapons # 


mapne ſtrength to be beaten backe,o2 the outrage ofoure 
citizens with ſwozd to be repzefled. That ſap they is con- 


trarp to Chziſtian charitie. As thoughe any kinde of cru⸗ 
eltie were 
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koꝛce of armes, foz aſmuch as all thinges in time of peace 


Which flaunderous accuſation howe wicked and baine ie. 
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The thirde Booke | 
elty were greater then to be diſſolute and negligẽt in a gs 
nerall diſtreſſe and miſerie. Chꝛpſt hath commaundey 
that we ſhoulde bee reuenged of our enempes. No doubt 
it is the pꝛopertye of perfecte and abſolute vertue, when 

pziuatlye wee ſuſtepne w2onges and iniurpes to ſhe we a 
ſingular and wonderfull patience of the mynde: but when 
ether the common wealth and ſaftye of our conntrye, o2 
the honour g eſtate of religion is impugned, th? agaynſte 
outrage and villanye to take an inuincible ſtomach. © 
Chzyſt hath eſpeciallpe commended vnto vs peace. No 
doubt that peace be hath commended whiche hee bimſelfe 
gaue vs, which doth not coliſte in pleaſaunt refte-andqui- 
ttnes that mannes nature is pꝛone to deſire ( fozwhocan 
ſuppoſe that be hath graunted vnto vs that kynd of ſecu · 
ritye when he ſuffered his owne diſcples to be toſſed as it 
were with troubleſome waues of mannes outragions fu- 
ry)but that peace by the which we were reconciled into þ 
grace and fauoure of God, whiche had concepued greate 
wzath and indignation agapnſt vs, and to whoſe religion 
our wilfull appetytes were moſte repugnite. Theſe e- 
nmi tyes therfo2e and dillykinges betweene vs and God, 
Chaifte(as Paule ceftifieth iu manye places)with his own. 
precious bloude hath done away,and hath purchaſed for 
vſa peacecontinuall aud cuerlaſtinge be which we 
may then eſpecially enjoy, when we moſt vehemently and 
cgrely fighte other foz the ſafetye of our country 02 main- 
tenanurce of the fayth of Chꝛyſte and his religion. Unleſſe 
paraduenture wee ſupple that Abraham wanted the be- 
nefite of this peace, at what time he gathering a bande of 
men ok his owne domeſticall ſeruauntes encoutred with 
a huge and puiſſante boſt ot his evemyes, and valiauntlye 
farte exceedinge the eſtimation of man vanquiſhed. fow2e 
mighty Kynges: and his enempes, beyng parte ct theym 
ſlapne, the other part put co the wozle, he caried _ the 
[poyle 
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ſpoyle Oz if wee thinke like wyſe of Gedeon, who be⸗ 
pnge garded onely with thꝛee hun dꝛed men of warre ſle w 
innumerable multitudes of his enempes. Agapne what 
thinke pon of Joſua Moles his ſutcſeſſour what of Ieptes? 
what ſhoulde J reherce manye other noble menne, 
bouowzed as well ſoz theire feruente zeale of religion as 
magnikped fo2 theire wozthye exploites in martiall affay- 
res? Pay ws think that they div ollende God when thep 
moſt valiantlp ſet vpon they euempes? ©! ſhal we not ra⸗ 
therſay pᷣthẽ eſpecially þ peace of God tooke effect among 
them, when in the cauſe ofrighteouſnes agaynſt Godleſſe 
they waged battaile But what haue we'todo(ſap they) 6 
Choſe examples of antiquitpe? They were Hebꝛues, but 
we are Chziſtians. And are you ſtill of this opinon, that 
you will exclude oute of the numbze, and from the wozthy 
callinge of Chziſtians, thoſe holye men who as J haue be 
foze declared were right good a true wozſhipers of Chzilk 
and had receiued the ſame gifte and grace at the handes of 
God p we our ſelues baue receiued ? foꝛ what other thig ig 
nifyeth that outcry The ſword of God, and Gedeon 2d a 
gapnep place. The ſpirit of god was poured vpõ lephthe 
and other like places innumerable:but that not wichoute 
the mighepe power of Chziſte ſo greate warres caulde be 
takt in hand and diſpatched? Further what ſignifieth that 
out of heauen battaill was waged agaynſt the & the ſtars 
continuinge in theire order, and in theire Howe courſe 
fought agaynſte Siſara, but that the hoſtesof Heauen vn 
der the charge of Chriſt their captayne,whom the holye 
ſcripture calleth lorde of hoſtes, do fighte for the God- 
ly againſt the vngodly and wicked? Therefoꝛe there is no 
cauſe why we ſhoulde lightlye make accounte of thoſe ex- 
amples of vertue, left vnto vs by thoſe mai holye meu foꝛ 
a memozial to cõtinue th vs as lũg as time indureth. Fo 


they are not to vs ſtraũg exãples but pꝛoperlp belonging 
vnto vs 
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onto bs, and familiar ,as done by our owne aunceſtours, 
to the imitation whereof wee muſtat length ſtirre vp our 
dull natures. Fo2 I woulde not haue any man ſo weake- 
bꝛainde, to thincke that contrary to the will and pleaſure 
of Chziſte, which we know aſſuredly to haue beene don by 
bis holye apde and aſſiſtaunce, and to the accompliſhinge 
whereokit is moſt euidente that the valiaunteſtmen of all 
haue bin with his voyce almoſt excited and ſtirred vp. Foz 


to omitte Piſto2yes of auncient time,Conſtantiney Ems 
perour overcame Maxentius not ſo much thꝛoughe the 


multitude and nomber ol his ſouldiars, oz ſtrength of bis 


boſte,o2 bis ſkill and experit᷑ce in warrefare,as by the furs 


theraunce and helpe of Chzilt , whom at the very firſt on⸗ 


ſct he ſo terrifyed,that after a moſte ſhamefull ſozt he put 


bim to flighte, and made him ready to ſeeke his owne de 


ſtruction, æ in the ende compelled him to dzowne himſelke 


in the channel of Tiber the riuer. The which maruaylous. 
and wonderfull terrour Chꝛiſte himſelfe ſtroke into the 
hartes ot his enuempes , Fo2 whereas Conſtantine at 


that time thought very well of Chuiſtian relligion, he ſaw 


almoſt at the very inſtant when he ſhould encounter wich 


his ennemp, thelapꝛe being moſt fapze and cleare, the ſigne 


of the Croſſe ſhyning marueplous bꝛigbtly, and hearde a 


voyce ſent downe from Peauen, declaringe bnto him that 


be ſhould obtapne the victozy, if be would folow the croſſe 
as the enſigne and flagge of God molt high e tuerlaſting. 


From hence pꝛoceedeth the ground and cauſe that kinges 
and Pzinces eſpecially in they2 Enſignes haue a croſle, 

In this ſigne Conſtantine not onely obtained victozy,but 
repoſed in the ſame the cauſe ok immoztalitye, and euerla⸗ 
ſting glozy. Pauing that ſigne caryed befoze him, he put to 


wꝛacke hoſtes of his ennempes innumerable, and did moſt 


largely extende the bandes of the Romapne Empyze. 
hat 
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eaſily perceiue that bythe helpe of Chziſte himſelfe pꝛe⸗ 
ſent with bim, be gat the vpper hand. UAbych Emperour 


truly in one poincte was mutch to be meruatled at Foꝛ at 
ſuch time as others cheriſhed their bodies with ſleepe and 


delicious meats.he cõlirmed his mind with pꝛaiers, pow ⸗ 
red out to God with an earneſt and Zealous uffection 


TAbich bis godlines and deuotion a ſinguler good effecte 


followed. Foz as ſone as the banners beinge; diſplai- - 
td, he came hand to hande to bicker with his ene mirs, ſo⸗ 
dainely there aroſe moſt vehement and migbtye whirle⸗ 


windt s, wbich ouerthꝛewe his enemies hoſt, and revotin- 


ded with great kozce their dartes, lange at Theodoſius 


bis hoſt, vpon their owne heades, This noble victozye 
Clapdian recozdeth, fox in this-mancr-hee wyiteth vnto: 
heodoſius. 12 Irin üetonee 


# 
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Agayne what map be ſpoken of Caroſus Martellus? 
is it to be thought he toulde / beinge at the firſte a man ok 
mall power and ability, haue ratſed himſe le to ſo greate 


honour and glozp, without the aides aſliſtante of Chzifte 


bimſelfe p2eſent > Eſpeciallyſithhe hath done thoſe v th , 
aunt aces that by mans power could by nomeanes. poſſi" 
perabut᷑tute vnto many in 


ble be atcbiurd. It map let me 


cradible, that is wꝛittrn, thee hundzedfientythowſande 

Arabians were in one ſkirmiche Qaine, thꝛougb the onelp._ 

valiannt dealinge and happy gehernm tt of the fad Mar- 
r Od. tellus, 


Dat woulde I ſpeake of Theodoſius 2 bo 
had ſuch a conflicte with Eugenius, that he might 


Oe 00 deare 4 o mig xy Cod, to mam frum caues helm. 
In armour clad col de miuter ſlenmes Dan Eole\ ont doth"? 
| OE r L. | 3 ( ibrome 
Whom ſouldiarlibæ the welken ſerues to mhomat treit fond 
Wind, 5 obeye, as thoughec onſpird their enmies to cõ- 
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cellus, and in that time whe that nation was moſt ſtronge 
and puiſſaunt,and had ſubdued and ſpoyled all Spaine g 
Affrica. But vnto me truly nothinge ſeemes leſſe to be 
wondered at. Foz there is nothinge ſo hard to ouer- 
* come, 02 ſa well foztified and defended, which a moſt noble 


minde inflamed with the loue of God map not vtcerly o- 


uerthzowe, and beat downe to the grounde.. Charles the 
greate bourainge with the like zeale, made moſte ſharpe 
and vebement warres againſte the enemies of them chat 
pꝛokeſſed the name of Chziſte, and koz the wealthe 
of Chzyſtyans neuer refuſed anye daunger what ſoe- 
uer-. Therefoze his greate vertues by che which as by 
:cercaine ſtaires he climebed bp to heagen; are comendev 
to tmmoꝛztall memozp, by all manner of wozthye Ponu- 
'mences. Longe after him many other Pꝛinces Italians, 
and French, beinge inflamed with the like fernent zeale of 
religion, Godfreye beinge their captaine generall,a man 
mutch renoumed aſwell foz his ſingular ſtoutnes of cou⸗ 
rage, as koz his rare t᷑ exceedinge ſandimonp, baniſhinge 
the Turlces and Saracens recauered Syria Cylicia, ꝶ all 


that parte of Aſia, and in the ende wich mapne fozce and 


with a ſtronge army wonne Hieruſalem, foz deliuerance 
whereof they relinquiſhed all choſe chinges which in 
mans like are deare and plealunt, and tooke bppon them 
vnmeaſurable tople and laboure, In whom Jknowe 


not whether J ſboulde moze admire their pꝛincely puiſ - 


ſaunce,o2 their vaſpeakeable vertue and godlines. Foz 
their valiantnes was ſo great, that they ſubdued the Bar- 
bariansdzfuinge them out of the bozders of Syria, whych 
were ſo ſtronge and many in number p they had in thep2 
mindes purpoled to extinguiſhe and raze out of the me- 
mozy of man the very name ot a Chꝛiſtian Their excee· 
dinge great vertue and godlines dyd appeare in this, chat 
beinge neither bꝛged by neceſſify,no2 pꝛouoked by iniurp, 
they made warre vpon all the enemies ok them that _ 

called 


— — os 


| f2cibleinuaſton of ſo huge amultitude, and valiauntlype 
| : Dd.2. abpbs. 


rr 
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talled by the name of Chaiftians:tothe intent they migbt 


reuerence and render due honour bnto ſuch monumentes 
as Chꝛiſte bad left behinde him, and to the foteſteppes of 
Chiiſte impunted there inthe grounde,foz the moze liue- 
Iyremembzance ofthe bencfit of Chꝛiſte beſtowed vppon 
vs, and alſo to take awape, and blot oute vtterly that olde 
infamy and repzoche wherewſth Chiſlian people were 
ſomewhat ſtapned befoze, as concerninge the moſte holy 


place of his ſepulchze, which had bene ſpite fully abuſedby. 


the Barbarians. : 


VV 


ragious ſtomaches, and rare and ſingular godlines done 
and accompliſhed : Which were ofſuch ſo2te that no 
wyle man can otherwiſe ſurmiſe,but that they coulde not 


Dat ſboulde J iatreate of the wozthyeand noble 


poſſibly be contriued without the pꝛeſent healpe and aſſiſ- 


taunce of Chziſte, oꝛ whoſe lone the whole nation of the 
Spaniardes did cherefully aduenture and hazarde their 
tives ? Fo2 when as the powze and ſtrength of all Arabie 
and Afrike together makinge a rode, and ruſhinge into 


Europe had ſubdued the Spaniardes by ſwopve, and mur⸗ 


dered moſt cruelly an infinite uumbze ot men: a very fewe 
perſons in numbze,of them that were left a liue, after that 
great ruin and wzacke gatheringe themſelues together, 


did ſo valiauntly withſtand and kepe backe þ fozre of their 
enemies, that theydeliuered a great parte of Spaine, and 
ſet them againe at libertpe. Their ſucceſſouts alſo not 
longe akter followed theenſample of choſe their aunce l- 
tours in ſuch ſozte that beinge but a fe we in numbye at þ- 


time, when as Africa did vſe very ofte to ſende in greate 
ſtrength of men to ſuccoure and apde the Saracens then 


dwellinge in Spaine : they did not onely withſtande the 


actes of the Spaniardes, with moſt ſtoute and cou-- 
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aide their violent fozce,but alſo at length they dzone all 
the Barbarians cleane out of Spaine , The which nobſe 
and valiaunt acte, your graces graundfather Ferdinande 


the Riage, (Lewis moſt noble Pzince) was wonderfully 
commended and pꝛayſed of all men, as a man of ſtomach 


vnconquerable and excellent man,fo2 all qualities euerpe 
wape ſingularly to be honoured. But if a man ſhoulde 


aſke the queſfion, howe it came to paſſe that the ſelfe ſame 
people which hav bzoughe vader their ſubiection Spaine, 
then floꝛiſhinge and in good eſtate, was afterward by the 
remainder of Spaine, expulſed and put to fligbt : be ſhall 
finde no other cauſe thereof, but an earneſt zeale to ſec 
fo2th the religion of Chzilte, which afoze truely was al- 
moſt; extinguiſhed,but after that generalbſcourge and ca- 


lamitp wherewith thoſe our countries were afflicted, 
was wonderfully ſtirred vppe and renued+ They there; 


fo2e ſer on and vrged fozwarde, with that wonderfull fer- 
nent lone of vertue and godlines, when they aduentured 


to do all maner of wozthy actes in defence of Chꝛiſtes ho 


ly name, thoſe thinges they accompliſhed deſeruing euer⸗ 
laſkinge memozye .- It would be an endleſſe laboure fo2 
mee to rehearſe in howe manye places they haue put co 
flight and vanquiſhed a meruaplous number of their ene 
mies with a ſmall bande of men, howe often by moſt eui⸗ 


dent ſignes they haue perceiued that healpes and ſup⸗ 


plpescame vowne from Deauen vaco chepm, whych 


wis plapnelp co bee ſcene in Alphonſus the firſt kinge 


of Portugale, and the chyefeſt of poure name and kin; 


red. Foz that man indued wyth ryghte exceilente 


vertues, and ſutch ppetye as exceedeth common cre⸗ 


ditte, hauinge conſumed his whole age in moſte holye 
warres taken in hand f92 the honoure and dignity of true 
religion, and ſeeyng on a certapne day himſelte with a ve⸗ 


ry ſal bande of men ready to encounter with a buge and 
mighty hoſt, he heheld in the element the image of Chꝛiſt 
| be. 


n 
* 


being rounde about itenlightened wyth a ſhyning bzight- 
nes, wyth which ſight hee was ſo encouraged # animated, 
that he onerchzew and vanquiſhed fine kinges in one dap. 
Dozeoner what ſhould J ſap of his ſonne Sanctius whole 
other baliaunt acts at this pꝛeſente to omitte, that dede of 
bis truly was notable, whereby he purchaſed to himſelfe 
a memoꝛpe ok a name fo2 euer to continue, in that, when a 
ſtronge and mighty armie of Moores inuaded Portugale, 
p paſſingjalong from thence they might bꝛing vnder their 
iuriſdiction all the whole country of Spapne, he did not 


onelpe abate their courage, but wyth rare & ſingular ba- 


liaunt ſtoutenes, he bꝛoughte them under, and as it were 
maugred them together . It is needeleſſe fo2 mee to re⸗ 
bearſe and ſpeake of the ages and times of other kinges, 
lineally deſcending of they? race and pꝛogenie? Foz this 
truly appeareth plainelp by the recoꝛdes and teſtimony of 
our owne Chꝛonicles, that there was almoſt none among 
them all, that in his time pzocured not bnto himſelle woz« 
thie pꝛapſe and commendation, as well foz his vaſfaunte 
courage, as foꝛ his pietie and godlines. Wherefoze when 
all the wozſhippers of Mahomet were with great conflice 
in warre ſubdued, x expelled out of the king of Portugale 


bis territozie, they ledde foꝛth their hoſte, not ſo much foz | 


nomber as pzoweſſe inuincible, and inuaded the coaſtes of 
Afﬀrica,wher after they bad gott moſt famous victozies, 


and ſubdued many citties, they helde by foxce of armes a 


great part of the Moores land. Trulp it is no eaſie matter 
to expꝛeſſe wyth bowe whote and luſtie courage our coun» 
trymen dealt in thoſe coflictes, who ranne into the midde ſt 
ok their ennemies hoſte, that a man would haue thoughte 
they had earneſtly deſired death. Fo2 they right wel vnder 
ſtoode » the race of this like is ſoone runne, and therefoze 
thep referred all their thoughts, to that immoztall giozy 
which is pꝛepared fo2 all them yinanfullye and in a good 
quarel depart this life. And ſo being incited & pꝛouoked ih 
bn that 
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that moſt aſſuredhope ofimmoztality and earneſſe zeale 
they heare to the aduauncemente of true religpon, ſome⸗ 
tymes they wiſhed nothing moꝛe deſir ouſly, tben that they 
mougbt vowe to ſpende their fraile and ſhozt lyfe ( wbiche 
ſhoztly after they muſt deeds ycelde to nature) in Chzſtes 
guarell. So that at length it fell oute by their meanes 
and wozckinge that all thoſe countryes which foz numbze 
of people, and violent inuaſion mighte els haueſwarmed- 
and increaſed thzough all Spayne, were now eſocutte of, 
that they ſtande moe in feare of oure fozce and weapons 
bent agapnſtthem, then wee haue anp cauſe at al to be dil- 
maied at their fury and outrage. And to conclude, what 
a noble acte was this of theirs, that they ſapled ouer the 
greate mayne ſea wyth a wonderfull longe and fearefull 
nauigation, and by fozce of armes paſſed thꝛougb almoſt 
al partes of p (eſt, Eaſt, Nozth,@ South? To what purs 
pole ſhould I reberſe here how they onercame and how þ- 
wi þ mightieſt towns þ were in Arabia, Perſia, & &thios 
pia*how hardly & w what greatdifficulty they ended choſe 
warrres wherein they cucrcame India? how they diſcom⸗; 

fited and put to flight on the ſeas, nauies marvaylouflpe- 
wel kur niſhed, e huge and mightyboſtes,Powe the whole 
Power that ö Turckswere able to make about thoſe par- 
tes was put to wꝛack and vtte rly vaquiſbed tbꝛougb 2ᷣ pu 
illance and valſauntnes of our countryemen. Aud are al 
theſe thinges(think you) of that nature, that they coulde 
be doone without the moſt pꝛeſt and ready bealpe of the e 
ternal God? Certes, Jfoz my parte will neuer thinke ſo 
wel ok tbe vertue and paſſing politique witt of pour father 
Immanuel that noble Pꝛynte foz pzoweſle and chiualry 
karre paſſing all other within p tompaſſe of our memozp: 
3 will neuer ſo muche maruaple at that ſinguler fozecaſt 
and wonderful vertn of your bzother John, a moſt iuſte æ 
merciful Pꝛynce: To conclude IJ wil neuer be farre in lo- 


ue with the ſtoutnes of our countrpemen and their peculi⸗ 
ar and 


| n 


A «, 
ar and naturall inclination thereunto, that J will ſuppoſe 1 4 
they were able to doe ſuch wozthy actes by means of wi | 
ſedome and ſtrength ,but by the pzouidence and mightye 
power of God Almighty , Foz oure countrimen were | 
neuer able to ouercome neither the Moores in policie, noꝛ | 
the Perſians in ſtrength, no the Turkes in chiualrye, no2 
the Arabiansinnumber. And pet onely bp the earneſte | 
eale to ptetp and godlines and the moſt ſinceze pzofeſſion { 
of Chyſtes religion which hath alwayes moſt playnlye 
appeared in our countriemen,they haue bene ouercomed 
and theire power ſcatterred. This is the onely thinge 
that bath encreaſed the wealth & eſtate of Portugall, that 
hath purchaſed to our kinges & pzincesenerlaſtinge fame 
and glozy, and hath by longe cuſtome tanghte an infinite 
numbze of Alians and ſtraungers to ſubmytchemſelues 
to their rule and dominion. But what ſhould it auaple 
tobſe moze examples in this matter? ſepnge that nothing 
is moꝛe cleare # euident aſwel by the teſtimonie of holpe 
ſcriptu re, as alſo by a greatenumber of other thinge s fo2 
memoppyes ſake leſte in wzytyng then that, p kynd of war 
W either fo2 þ pzeſernatis of comon ſafty,oz deffce of reli 
gidis takt in hide ſo acceptable toChzilte, pit is directed 
by the preſent aſſiſfance of his mightye powze. Therefoze , 
if Ch2iſtian religion bee no hinderaunce at al to the knows | 
ledgexererciſe of martial affayzes, but dothrather won- . 
derkul ſet fozth and confirme the ſametin as much as it ta⸗ 
keth away al feare and daſtardly cowardnes thzough the 
aſſured hope ot immoꝛtality and maruailollye ſtirreth vp 
our myndes vntoß attaining true glozye:then it foloweth 
by good reaſon that þ chꝛiſtians moze the all other are fa- 
mous not onlpe thꝛoughe the pꝛapſe and commendation 
of integrity, innoctcy,tẽ perãce, liber ality, iuſtice, but al- 
ſo that they karre excede al other men in renomne of Cht- : 
uallrye, and all other lamdable pzopertyes ołvertue. 
Foz that is to be ſette downe as a ſure ground and pꝛinci⸗ 


ple 
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ple whiche was heretofoze declared that ,that onelyis to 
be tearmed a bertue, whiche direceth it ſelfe vnto that ſo- 
ueraygne good,andlaſte deſired ende, fo2 whoſe ſake al o- 
ther thinges are to be wiſhed foz: and that alſo whiche is 
directed and guyded by Gods holy will and pleaſore, not 
by mannes owne wilfull appetite and ficle phantalic. 
Sao that it mapeaſily be gathered hereby, that they neuer 
ſhewed any notable ſtoutnes of courage in warre whiche 
ſoughtafter ſhadowes of faile renomne, but true fame c 
gloꝛye the could not obtayne . Onlpe they thatſecke af- 
ter Chꝛyſte beholvinge alwapes the true ende fo2 whoſe - 
ſake to come into perill and daunge r of venturpnge lyfe, c 
limmes they think it not onely honourable. but moſt ſwete 
tpleaſailc are in dede truelp to be iudged put i Couraghs 

ous, and fullof magnanimitie 1 2 ' 


T He concluſion of all is chis,that wee ſhoulve diligent · 
ly conſider, and depelye ponder with oure ſelues howe 
greate the dignity and maieſty is ol this Chziſtian kinred 
whych God hym ſelfe the hygbe pꝛynce, and ruber ofall, 
purging the ſame from al contagið of ſinne and impietie, 
bath made his by adoptyon, and hath aduaunted it to all 
woꝛthy tytles of great renoume; and hath powzed theron 
ſuch giftes as ſhalbee tmmoztall neuer decay. Which 
is not licked to any moztal affinitie oz alliãce, but at know. 
ledgeth Godas an onelp gouernour & parent. The which 
Chziſte our mighty and bleſſed ſautour bath ſo vnited vn- 
to himſelfe,thathe hath imparted therewithalmoſt woꝛ - 
thye and heauenly indumentes. Pee hath alſo made vs 
partakers ok his ſpirituall vnction: he hath beſtowed vp | 
pon vs kingely, c pꝛieſily aucthozity : be hath inſpircd in» 
toour myndes knowleadge of Peauenly thing?s, & hatb 
inſtructed vs after a wonderfull ozder, #by Heauenly ſe- 


cret wazkinge in all maner of vertue « Ve therekoꝛe oat 
ee 
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ſeeketh pzaiſe, wozthines and renoume, muſfendeuour 
all he can to attaine ©hziffian vertue, mult earneſtly ene 
*bzace true iuſtice, abſolute liberality, perfect temperance, 

and other vertues which our lozde hath pzeſcribed vnto 
v3: and muſt retaine that foztitude, vnto which the woz- 
thines and excellentie of that name is duelp and fitly ap- 
plyed. Foz what tbinge els iu the life of man is perma- 
nent, higbly aduanced, woꝛthy great honour and eſtimati⸗ 
on 2 Nap rather what is not vnconſtant, lowe in eſtima⸗ 
tion, vile of condicton * Foz whether wee reſpec the vn- 
ccrtainty of ritches, oʒ the waueringe cddicfon of honour 
_ humayne Suede the paynted ſhewe of kinrede and 
: 02 laſtly the counterfaſte and deteiptfull reſem- 
— of humaine vertue, wee ſhall finde nothinge that 
map fully ſatiſfy our hartes defire,o2 delight our mindes 
with anye ſuteh pleaſure as longe map continue , Fozall 
theſe thynges are vile, tranſitoꝛpe, moꝛtall.full of errour 
and contemptible vanity. Dnelp the woztbye titles of 
Chillian nobility are bighly eſteemed, immozcall, of dy- 
uine perfection and excellency . Such as nofozce can vn 
dermine,no continuance of time dꝛowne in the pit of oblt- 
uion, no kinde of calamity vtterly extinguiſhe. And al- 
though mans baſe and abiect minde be in no wile able to 
aſpire vntoſo great honour and dignity: yet they which 
thꝛougb the healpe & gratious godnes of Chzilte haue ſe» 
uered thẽſelues from the ſoctety# felowſhip of men #are 
nowe adopted into the houſhoulde & familye of G O D, 
beinge ſtaied by the helpe 4 aſliſkaunce of God, hall moſte 
eaſily beare and maintaine that their honourable pozte, 
Fo although they be conuerſaunt here with vs in earth, 
pet all thinges appertaine tothZ,whichare due to HeauT- 
ly wightes,# they are nowe after a ſozte rekoned 
-E accounted in the numbze of the Goddes 
Uimnioztall, 


A | 
Ee. 1 Thus 
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T Hus haue you receyuedof mee ( molte renoumed 


Prince) a preſent, not truely, with wit and learninge 
liſhed,in either of which becauſe Iknowe my defect, 


Tamright hartely fory : but yet meete and conueniente 


tothe for that trade of life which you apply your ſelte 
ng and alſo for your noble and haughty courage. For 


bringe as you are W ti iſhed with the vertues 
of courteſie, liberality, conſta cie, and fortitude, that is 
ſu;ely amonge the reſt 8 qualities worthy 
ſingular commendation, that you frame and meaſure all 
your dcuiles conformably tothe ruleat Godlines an 
Chriſtian relligion. For Se Your houſe and 


familie, comminge as you do, of race of noble kin- 
ges by Tineall 2 415 doth not ſo puffe —— 
with pride and inſolencie, but that you ſuppoſe, mutch 
more glory and worthines repoſed in the worthye cal- 
lingec 4 Gkriltian,then in thoſe glorious titles Ney- 
Jou 


ther ſotooke you in hande noble actes, as thoughe yo 
ſhould reſpecte therein the laude and pray ſe of the vul- 
gar people. Neyther with that mynde and intent dyd 
you expoſe your life to many perillous daungers, that 

ou might thereby purchaſea re warde of mortall men. 
Bu beinge as you are of haughty mynde, in all thunges 
which you bringe to paſſe both with ſingular ie 
and p:ouidence, and alſo with wonderfull courage and 
ſtoutnes, whether they appertaine to ciuill gouernment 
in time of peace, or to martiall proweſſe in time of warre; 
you geue molt manifeſt notice and ſignificatiõ that you 
ſet no ſtore by humaing thinges, but do with moſte ear- 
neſt endeuour and intention of minde affect thoſe thm - 
ges that be Heauenly and euerlaſtinge . Therefore not 
vithout iuſt deſarte of yours, all good men loue you, all 
nobility with reucrence beholde you, all Spaine with all 
m ner of praiſe and comendation extolleth your name, 


E.2. So 


So that thereis no man that knoweth your maieſty, but 
you haue him bounden vnto you, either for your gentle 
& curteous vſage, or for you rare & ſingular wit, or for 

our wonderfull earneſt motion to vertue and godlines. 
And although hardeſt of all be the condicion of appro- 
ued vertue, foraſmutch as it is no eaſie matter to be aun · 
ſwerable to the expectat ion of men, all ready by reaſon 
of wotthy actes con 


your Graces minde, 


at you can moſt eaſily paſſe and 


ouercome theopinion of all men conceiuedof you. For 


Chriſte our mightye and bleſſed Sauiour wyll ne- 
uer faile you at your neede, ſith you referre all 
your worthy actes and enterprices to his ho- 
nour and glory, but will protecte you 
with his mighty power, and will in- 
due you wyth ſuch honoure and 
glory, as ſhall for euer and 

euer continue. 


FINIS. 


55 


e 
EO Os 


The Epilogue. e Ws? 


„ ee the haughtines of 


